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"THE 23RD PSALM'
A Screenplay By Christopher C. Gdom
FADE | N:

INT. JOHAN' S OFFI CE - PCLI CE STATI ON - DAY
SUPER

"DAY 1, MONDAY, 12:20 P.M"

A HAND fills in a nunber with a PENCIL.

JOHN (O S.)
MM hmm Mmm hnm

The hand pauses in deep |ucubration.

JOHN (O S.) (CONT' D)
ht. Listen. 1've heard it al
before. And what do you want this

time, noney? Ugh!

The hand erases a nunber.

JOHN (O . S.) (CONT' D)
I"mnot taking you seriously? O
course not. ['mburnt out. On
enpty. | can't help you. You
can't help you. Ha!

The hand energetically fills in a series of nunbers.

JOHN (O 'S.) (CONT' D)
No, | don't think this is funny.
It's pltlful | don't believe
you, don't care anynore and |
] ust don t give a dam. Ahhh!

The hand erases two of the nunbers it just wote.

JOHN (O. S.) (CONT' D)
No, I won't conme see you. No!
not come here. Understand ne. Do
not cone here.

No, you can't see ne. As a matter
of fact, I'n1chan8|nﬁ ny phone
nunber when we en is cal

Yes!

The hand fills in three nore nunbers. Puzzle conplete.
JOHN (O S.) (CONT' D)

God bl ess you, too. See you at
t hat top.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
The phone SLANS.

SMASH CUT TGO
DETECTI VE JOHN SM TH sl ans down a CELL PHONE on his DESK

FREEZE - JOHN
SUPER
" DETECTI VE JOHN SM TH'

BACK TO SCENE

Detective John Smith (45) is a kind man, but a tortured
soul. Well manicured, as a result of healthy living and
Pptdkbllymood Vanity, he's lost his way, but wants to

ind it.
John picks the cell phone back up. Dials: "611"

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Bi g nobil e?

John | ooks at his watch.

_ JOHN ( CONT' D)
Damm it. Late for court.

John sighs, then disconnects the phone. Places it in his
pant s pocket.

He Eicks up the Sodoku Puzzle. Waves it with satisfaction.
Looks at his WATCH. Tinme to go.

He opens a desk drawer and renoves a PISTOL. Sticks it
behi nd hi s back.

John stands, grabs his SU T JACKET and heads for the door.
DI SSOLVE TO

MONTAGE
--Mul hol 'and Drive aerial shot of Downtown Los Angel es.
--Alley with indigents and prostitutes.
--Smal | non-traditional church.
--Entrance of a non-profit clinic.
--Cenmetery with many tonbstones.
--Smal | 7-El even type shop
DI SSOLVE TGO
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EXT. STREET - PQOLI CE STATI ON - DAY
John trots out the front door of the station. As he checks

his watch, he does notice SILAS (40), a knowit-all blind
honel ess man wearing sungl asses, rise froma garbage can.

FREEZE - SI LAS

SUPER
"SI LAS THE BLI ND"

BACK TO SCENE
John accidentally knocks Silas down.

JOHN
(realizes that Silas
i s honel ess)
Sorry--

SI LAS
Spare change, mister

John fl ashes a BADGE
JOHN

It's Detective. Get a job. And
wat ch where you' re going.

SI LAS
You may have eyes, but you can't
see.
(beat)
"' m blind.

Silas rises. He renobves his gl asses.

John grimaces. He pushes Silas aside and makes his way.
Beat .

John's nomma nust have rai sed himbetter than this.

He returns to Silas. Reaches in his WALLET. G ves hima
twenty dollar bill.

JOHN
This isn't spare change. | need
this. First of the nonth: rent,
utilities, car note.
(stuffs $20 in Silas'
~hand)
Make it count.

( CONTI NUED)

*
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CONTI NUED:
John carries on about his way.
ALLEY
éwgé (37), a burnt-out drug addict, LIGHTS up a CRACK
FREEZE - ANNA

SUPER
“ANNA THE AFFLI CTED"

BACK TO SCENE
JOHN ( CONT' D)
(fl ashes bad)
Hey, put that--

Too late. The rock is gone and Anna has gone to that
magi cal place reserved 1n Hell just for junkies.

ANNA
I's that you, Jesus? Take ne hone,
Lord.
John checks his WATCH. He doesn't have tinme for this.
Shakes his head and heads for the crosswal k.
CROSSWALK
CLAUDI A (50), an overly expressive wheel chair bound

honel ess woman struggles to cross the street in a
wheel chair.

FREEZE - CLAUDI A

SUPER
" CLAUDI A THE LAME"

BACK TO SCENE

John bl azes past Claudia. She's so slow, she's going to
get hit, or worse yet, damage a full fledged citizen's
car on inpact.

John returns. Weels O audia across the street.

ﬁt hhe end of the crosswal k, C audia grabs John by the
and.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

CLAUDI A
God's got a plan for you.

John's | egs buckle as he
G abs hi s head.
DI SSOLVR TO

VI SI ON

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

THE BODY of a PROSTI TUTE (Jessie) crunbles to the ground.
A Bible falls by her side. Blood trickles fromher throat.
A trail of blood slowy forms a pool around her body.

The bl ood stains the Bible.

WE HEAR t he sound of FOOTSTEPS and sound of a CAR WTH A
BAD MJUFFLER speed away.

DI SSOLVE TO
BACK TO SCENE

EXT. STREET - CROSSWALK - DAY

Claudia lets go of John's arm She smles. John stands
bew | der ed.

DI SSOLVE TO

SUPER
"12 HOURS LATER'

EXT. LOS ANGELES - N GHT
A Ml hol l and Drive shot at night.

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

John is in that same alley where he had the vision of the
prolstltute, except this time it's not a vision. It's
real .

John steps over of the body of JESSIE (35), prostitute.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Laying in that pool of blood, Jessie appears to be nothing
nore than an everyday ho that societr I gnores and whose
spirit has given up on itself. But |life and human bei ngs
aren't that sinple, and aﬁpearances can quite often be
deceiving. There's sonething else going on with this

one.

CAMVERAS FLASH.

John takes a long cold stare in Jessie's face. What is
he thinking? John turns his back and steps away.

DI SSOLVE TO
VI SI ON
Jessie's body is nailed to a CROSS in the alle¥. A REEF
OF THORNS pi erces her skull. BLOOD trickles from NAILS

driven through her hands.

Clasp in her right hand, we see a BOTTLE OF PILLS cl utched
init.

CUT TO:

BACK TO SCENE

John w pes his brow with his HANDKERCH EF. He checks to
see if anyone is watching to sneak a swig froma SMALL
VWHI SKEY BOTTLE in his breast pocket, but instead of
drinking it, He takes of the cap and snells it, then puts
t he whi skey bottl e away.

John takes another |ook at Jessie's body. He uses a PEN
Lo pkckdthrough her cl othes, then notices sonething in
er hand.

He can't get if free wwth the pen. Rigor nortis has set
in. He pries the object free fromJessie's dead |ifeless
hand. It's a PRESCRI PTION PILL BOTTLE.

John reads the bottle |abel and it's a prescription for
MORPHI NE prescri bed by DR. NAJUVA JOHNSON, and prescribed
to: "JESSIE', but we cannot see what Jessie's |ast nane

i s because John's thunb covers it.

( CONTI NUED)

*
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CONTI NUED:  (2)
John whips out his cell phone. He dials "411".
_ JOHN
(into phone)
Los Angeles. |'d |ike the nunber
for Dr. Najuma Johnson.
(beat)
O fice, please.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. POLI CE STATI ON - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
SUPER
"DAY 2, TUESDAY, 12:17 P.M"

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

John sits behind his desk thunbing through a JESSIE S
CASE FI LE.

It contains PHOTOS OF JESSIE' S CRI ME SCENE AND SEVERAL
DOCUMENTS. A CUP OF COFFEE rests on the desk, as well as
t he EVI DENCE BOX FULL OF JESSI E'S BELONG NGS.

WE HEAR a KNOCK at the door.

_ JCOHN
Cone I n.

DR NAJUVA JOHNSON (37) enters.
FREEZE FRAME - NAJUVA

SUPER
"DR. NAJUVA JOHNSON!

BACK TO SCENE

Naj uma' s an acconpl i shed woman of stature. Tough, but

farr. A striking face and wel|-dressed, but the stress
of her work has worn her down in just a short period of
tine.

John rises. Extends his hand.
JOHN ( CONT' D)
Detective Smth. Detective John
Smi t h.
Naj uma takes hi s hand.

_ NAJUVA
Dr. Naj uma Johnson.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Naj uma takes a seat in front of John's desk

JOHN _
Thank Kou so much for com ng on
such short notice.

NAJUMA -
No problem the clinic is just a
few bl ocks away.

_ _ JOHN
I nvestigations run so nuch nore
snoot hly when theK are free of the
i nteractions of the natural
wor kpl ace.

_ NAJUVA
(a bit surprised)
Am | under investigation?

JOHN
Bad choice of words. Police talk.
Pl ease, have a seat.

Najuma sits. John returns behind his desk and takes his
seat .

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Ni ce day, isn't it? Last night on
the news, they said it wouldn't
| ast too--

NAJ UVA
' m nore than_happK to hel p out,
but keep in mnd their are many
si ck peopl e who depend- -

' JOHN
Just trying to nake snmall talKk.

Naj uma gi ves John a faint smle

JOHN (CONT' D)

A prostitute naned Jessie was
murdered | ast night just a few
bl ocks fromthis Police Station.
W don't really have a | ot of |eads,
but we do have a bottle of
Mor phi ne. . .

(places a bagﬁy

containing the

nor phine pill bottle

_ on the desk)

Wth your nane on it, so to speak.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

NAJUMVA
There are lots of pill bottles
with my name on it, Detective Smth.

John pushes the BAGGY CONTAI NI NG THE PILL BOTTLE towards
Naj uma.

JOHN _
O course there are. Wlat was it
for?
_ NAJUVA
Pain and suffering.
JOHN
Go on.
NAJ UVA

I met Jessie for the first tinme
about 6 nonths ago. She was a
wr eck.

DI SSOLVE TQO
FLASHBACK

EXT. FREE CLINI C - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY
SUPER
"6 MONTHS EARLI ER"

INT. NAJUVA'S OFFI CE - FREE CLINI C - DAY

Jessie sits on a EXAM NATI ON TABLE i n RAGGEDY M SMATCHED
CLOTHES. Her hair is a weck. She itches continuously.
There are visible BRU SES on her |inbs.

She waits, and waits, and waits. Then an idea cones.

She tries to open a cabinet. It's locked. She finds a
PAPERCLI P and tries to pick the | ock.

Naj uma ent ers.
Jessie is startl ed.
NAJ UVA
(ot herly)

Don't waste your time. You won't
find any drugs in there.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Jessi e pounds her fist against the cabinet.

CUT TO
BACK TO SCENE
INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATION - DAY
John wites on a YELLOW LEGAL PAD
~JOHN
So she was using--
NAJUVA
What wasn't she using? Drugs,
Johns, booze. ..
CUT TO

FLASHBACK

INT. NAJUVA'S OFFI CE - FREE CLINI C - DAY

Naj uma hovers over Jessie, not even naking eye contact,

nervously staring at Jessie's chart.

NAJ UVA
(conpassi onat e)
Vel |, the good news is, you're
definitely not pregnant.
JESSI E
So, I"'msick, right? | need sone

medi cine. Gve ne the nedicine!
Naj uma takes's Jessie's hand | ovingly.

NAJ UVA
| don't know how to say this,
sweetie, but your blood work cane
back, and as | feared, you have
contracted the H V virus and have
devel oped Al DS.

Najuma lets this sink in with Jessie.

NAJUVA ( CONT' D)
As a result of the of the inmune
deficiency, you caught arbovirus
encephalitis. You've got 6 nonths
to live at the nost. I'n1sorr¥.
There's not too nmuch | can do for
you now ot her than subscri be
sonething to ease the pain.

10.

( CONTI NUED)

10

11

12
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CONTI NUED:
Naj uma sniffs.

JESSI E
(agitat ed)

Are you crying? What, you feel
sorry for me or sonethlng? Feel i ng
QUI|t% - living in your big house
on a big hill, driving a big car.
You don't even know ne. Just give
me the damm drugs!

Naj uma wites a prescription.
- . NAJ UMA '
A bit ironic, don't you think?
You' re an addict but you're gettlng

a doctor's prescription for drugs.
How absur d?

JESSI E
(crazed)
Just give ne the damm drugs!

Naj uma reaches in her pocket and renoves a small SAMPLE
OF MORPHI NE.

Naj uma hands the sanple to Jessie along with the
prescription.

NAJ UVA
Take these. They'|Il get you
started. Please dear, take care
of yourself.
Naj uma | eaves the room and cl oses the door.

JESSI E
Take care of your own damm self!!!

Jessie rips open the sanple and swal |l ows sone pills.

CUT TO:
BACK TO SCENE

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - PQOLI CE STATI ON - DAY

John | eans back in his chair in deep thought.

JOHN
When was the last tine you saw
Jessi e?

NAJ UVA
| haven't seen her in about 2
nont hs.

11.

( CONTI NUED)

12

13
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CONTI NUED:

NAJUVA ( CONT' D)
She came to ask ne to increase the
dosage on her prescription, and
even though it mght have eased
the pain, | didn't oblige.

JOHN
| see. Did she ever tal k about
any- -

NAJUVA
Johns, no. | wanted to hel p her,
but all she wanted was those drugs.
Poor thing. If you ask ne, you're

wasting your tinme on this case.

It was obviousIY a John that killed
her. She was always comng to the
office with bruises and broken
bones.

John shakes his head

JOHN
(munbl es)

Proverbs 1:31-33.

NAJ UVA
Excuse ne.

_ JOHN

Not hi ng.

NAJ UVA

No, you nunbl ed sonethi ng under
your breath. One sonething.

JOHN
(1 aughs)
| said Proverbs 1:31-33. In the
A d Testanent, Sol onbn, son of
David, King of Israel wote in
Proverbs 1:31-33,

"Therefore shall they eat of the
fruit of their own way, and be
filled wwth their own devices.

For the turning away of the sinple
shall slay them and the prosperity
of fools shall destroy them

But whoso hearkeneth unto ne shal
dwel | safely, and shall be quiet
fromfear or evil.'

END SPLI T SCREEN

( CONTI NUED)

13

*
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CONTI NUED:  (2)

A beat .
NAJ UVA o
What are you, sone kind of religious
nut or sonethi ng?
A beat .
_ JOHN
Well, if there's nothing el se--

Naj uma rises and heads for the door. She pauses.

NAJ UVA
Oh, there was one person, not
necessarily a friend or a client
t hough.

She had been attending this church
call ed Love Fellowship. She talked
about it a | ot and how much she

| oved the Pastor.

| think she even got counseling
from hi monce. Maybe he knows

sonethinP about sone angry Johns
and the [ike.

John grabs his pad. He wites: "LOVE FELLOAEH P".
JOHN

Love Fellowship. Got it. [I'll

check it out.
Naj uma | eaves the of fice.
John sits back down behind his desk.
He taps on his conputer to surf the internet. He googl es,
"LOVE FELLOABHI P CHURCH'. The Pastor's nane is: "PASTOR
DENNI S LUTHER"

John googles nore information on Pastor Luther and Love
Fel | owshi p Church.

He finds an article about: "PASTOR DENNI S LUTHER, LI KELY
CHA CE FOR | NTERFAI TH FELLOASHI P VWEST COAST BI SHOP".

Anot her article reads: "PASTOR DENNI' S LUTHER RELI NQUI SHES
Bl SHOP APPO NTMENT. "

( CONTI NUED)

13
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CONTI NUED: ~ (3)

JOHN ( CONT' D)
(to self)
I nteresting.

John visits Love Fellowship's website and gets the phone
anber for the church. He dials the nunber on his desk
phone

JOHN ( CONT' D)
(into phone)
Love Fell owshi p? Yes. My | speak
with Pastor Luther? Detective
Smith. Detective John Smth.
There's been an, an incident.
Ckay, thank you

John peruses the Love Fell owship website.

JOHN (CONT' D)
(into phone)
Pastor Luther, Detective John Smth.
A prostltute-- You saw it on the
news. Jessie? Yes. Yes. Today?
Thank you.

John glances at his watch. It reads "1:15".
JOHN ( CONT' D)

(|nto ghone) _

FbM/does of fi ce sound?

G eat . see you soon.

John hangs up the PHONE. Grabs his COFFEE CUP. Takes a
swi g. Hmm sonething' s mssing.

He checks to see if anyone's outside the door, then reaches
in his desk for a BOITLE. He starts to pour sone whi skey
into the coffee, but changes his m nd.

Johncgrabs JESSIE' S FILE fromthe desk and | ooks at the

He pauses at a PHOTO OF A SCAR ACRCSS JESSI E'S THROAT.
John gags, and rushes For the restroom

CUT TO
| NT. RESTROOM - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
John runs into a stall and VOMTS into a toil et basin.
He takes a nonent to breathe, then hurls again.

As he stares into the basin..

VI SI ON

( CONTI NUED)

13

14
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CONTI NUED: 14

Johrlsenses that sonething is wong. He steps out of the
stall.

In the center of the floor is a LARGE WOODEN BOX.
John slowy steps toward the box.

Inside the box is Jessie's body. She is covered in FISH
and LOAVES OF BREAD.

As John reaches to touch one of the fish WE HEAR A TO LET
FLUSH.

CUT TGO

BACK TO SCENE - STALL

John is back on his knees hun% over the toilet. H's hand
is on the toilet handle and the toilet finishes its FLUSH
D sori ented, John | ooks around and checks hinsel f.

He steps out of the stall and makes his way to the sink.
Turns on the facet. Wishes his hands and face. As he
| ooks into the mrror he see's Jessie's face.

He's shaken. @ ances at his WATCH. It reads: "3:15"
Shucks, Pastor Luther is waiting. John conposes hinself
and rushes out of the restroom

CUT TO:

I NT. HALLWAY - PCLI CE STATI ON - DAY 15

John steps to the doorway of his office. He notices a
man sitting in front of the desk.

John can see the man's body, but he can't see his face.
The body ri ses.

LUTHER (O S.) _
| hope you don't m nd. The¥ sai d
r

it would be alright at the ont
desk.
INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY 16

John steps into the doorway frame. The body now stands
inthe office and it belongs to a man - PASTOR DENNI S
LUTHER ( 40).

FREEZE - LUTHER

SUPER
" PASTOR LUTHER"

( CONTI NUED)

*
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CONTI NUED:

BACK TO SCENE

Lut her wears and expensive suit, donning a CLERGY COLLAR
and a CROSS ON CHAI N drapi ng around hi s neck.

Pastor Luther is a charismatic man full of charm style
and grace. He's one of those new school preachers wth
enough charmin one pinky to tame the devil.

Past or Lut her extends hi s hands.

LUTHER
Past or Lut her.

John enters his office and extends his hand.
JOHN
Smth. Detective John Smth.
Pl eased to neet you

John steps around to the back of his desk. He waits for
Luther to take a seat, then he sits.

JOHN ( CONT' D)

Sorry to keep you waiting. | was,
I was- -
LUTHER
~ (finishes
Pol i ce busi ness”
JOHN
Yes.
LUTHER

No problem Love Fellowship is
just a few bl ocks ama%. Besi des,

| like a man who's a hard worker
The Bible says in Luke 10:7 that a
wor kman is worthy of his hire.

Cod likes to reward those--

John notices that Luther's suit is not cheap and he's
weari ng an EXPENSI VE WATCH and JEWELRY

JOHN
Who reward t hensel ves?

16.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

(2)

LUTHER
(1 aughs)
In ny father's house our many
mansi ons, full of riches.

~JOAN
Does your mnistry cater to many
i ndigents and the |ike?

_ LUTHER
Sick and shut-in, prisoners, the
honel ess, you nane it.

JOHN . .
When | was on your website | didn't
notice a link for your honel ess--

- LUTHER
(def ensi ve)
Be ye encouraged. It's on there.

But 1've conplained to the webmaster
before that our site is hard to

navi gat e.

Thank you for bringing that to ny

attention. |'Il speak to ny

webmaster first thing tonorrow

“It"Il be all over, 1n the norning".
JOHN

Now Reverend, you need not defend
yourself. You' re not on trial.
can definitely respect a man who's
commtted to the cloth.

| went to graduate school to earn
ny Ph.D. in one thing, but didn't
have the comm tment once
?raduated,_and ended up in career
or an entirely different thing.

| admre your comm tnent.

LUTHER
A Ph.D. - praise God. Well I'm
sure the dedication it took to get
your doctorate reveals itself in
your dedication to | aw enforcenent.

_ JOHN
Jessi e.
LUTHER _
Yes. It's a terrible shane, isn't

it? Just a few blocks fromthis
Police Station, too.

( CONTI NUED)

16
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CONTI NUED: ~ (3)

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Whenever one of God's children has
fallen on the battlefield, it
saddens my spirit.

But rest assured, she was saved,
sanctified and filled with the

Holy Spirit. |'ma wtness.
JOHN
Real ly. How well did you know
Jessi e?
LUTHER

(snug)
It all began about 6 nonths ago.
She wandered into service and was
noved by nmy nessage.

DI SSCLVE TO
FLASHBACK

EXT. LOVE FELLOABHI P CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
SUPER
"6 MONTHS EARLI ER"

I NT. SANCTUARY - LOVE FELLOWSH P CHURCH - DAY

Jessie sits at the back of the church in a very SEXY RED
DRESS. She | ooks |ike a stereotypical street walker.
She sniffles and dabs her eyes wth a SMALL TI SSUE

18.

Past or Lut her wal ks down the center aisle fromthe pulpit.

~ LUTHER
I"ve been noticing you for the
past few weeks.

Lut her extends his hand.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Past or Lut her.

Jessi e takes his hand. Lut her sits next to her.

_ JESSI E
Jessi e.

LUTHER
The sernon gets even better when
you can hear it fromthe front.

Jessi e | aughs.

( CONTI NUED)

16
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CONTI NUED:
JESSI E
(shy)
You know | can't. It wouldn't be--
LUTHER

Wul dn't be what? Right? _
Christian? The church is a hospital
for sinners.

The Bible tells us in Ephesians
2:8, "For by Gace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
ourselves: it is the gift of God."

Jessie smles.

JESSI E
~ (re: the Bible)
No, it doesn't.

LUTHER
Yes, it does. W are saved by his
grace and nercy, and not by our
own wor ks.

Jessi e considers this.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Are you happy?

A beat .

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Do you go to bed at night and say,
Lord, "i1f this day was ny | ast
day, then | have no regrets? |'ve
fought the good fight of faith"?

TEARS wel |l up in Jessie's eyes.

JESSI E
I think I should go now.

Lut her conpassionately takes Jessie's hand.

LUTHER
What ever you have and haven't done
is between you and the Lord. Let
no man or wonman stand in the way
of your salvation. Jesus Christ
died on the cross for our sins so
that he may sit on the right hand
of God and be our intercessor for
prayer.

Jessie listens intently.

( CONTI NUED)

18
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CONTI NUED:

(2)

JESSI E
You woul dn't understand. You're
like a Pastor and all. You've

probably never been in place you
Jjust can't get out of, and no matter
what you try, or what you do, you
just can't seemto find your way--

LUTHER
Honme? Find ¥our way hone? Jessie,
the spirit of God is hone. \When
you take one step towards God, God
takes two steps toward you.

JESSI E
| can't do this.

LUTHER
Yes you can! The onlg t hi ng t hat
God asks is that you believe.
Believe in him Believe in
your sel f.

God is everywhere. He's in the
trees, in the wnd, in the rain,
in the laws, in the books, and
even inside of you

If you can believe in God, then
you can believe in you. Faith.
It was brin?s us through. It's
absolutely ftree.

You don't need noney. You don't
need nuscles. You don't need to
be fromthe right side of town.
Al'l you need is to sinply be.

Jessie cries.

Luther nmotions for her to kneel. Luther grabs a BIBLE
fromthe pew

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
In Romans 10:9, the Bible tells
us, "If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that CGod
hath rai sed himfromthe dead,
t hou shalt be saved".

Tears pour fromJessie's eye's. Luther puts Jessie's
hand over the Bible.

JESSI E
(choked up)
Yes. Yes. Yes. | believe.

20.
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(3)

JESSI E (CONT' D)
| believe. Thank you, Jesus.
Thank you, Jesus. Thank you, Jesus.

LUTHER
Though art saved. Wl conme to God's
famly.
CUT TO
BACK TO SCENE
19 INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATION - DAY
John sniffles.
JOHN
So you saved her?
LUTHER

(grins) _
God, saved her. Not ny will, but
thy will be done.

JOHN
Did she ever tal k about any of her
clients, dealers, pinps, possibly
soneone Wi th a grudge?

LUTHER
| left that between her and God.
I'"'mafraid in her line a work, all
of the above our natural hazards
when you deviate from God' s |ine
of work.

John makes a note in his LEGAL PAD

A beat.

JOHN
Yes, of course.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
(direct)

Wen was the last tine you saw
Jessi e?

LUTHER
She came to church on and off for
awhil e, and then she just
dlsaﬁpeared. The last tinme | saw
her had to be about 2 nonths ago.

John makes another note on his |legal pad. He rises.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN
Thank you for your tinme Pastor
Lut her.

22.

Lut her rises and shakes John's hand. He turns to the

door, and pauses with a thought.

LUTHER
There was one nore thing. On the
corner near the alley ere she
wor ked, not that |I've been there,
she said sonethin% about a
shopkeeper that she had exchanged
words with in the past.

A-1 Discount, | believe. Possibly

he saw sonet hi ng or knew of sonebody

t hat - -

JOHN
A-1 Discount. Got it. Thank you
again for your tinme.

John shows Luther to the door. Luther | eaves.

John takes seat behind his desk.

He | eans back in his chair pensive for a beat.

Pi cks up the phone. Dials.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Los Angeles. A-1 Discount, please.
Thank you.

John di als a nunber.

JOHN ( CONT' D)

(i nto phone)
May | speak with the--.

(to self) _
['mon hold. GCee that was poli--

(i nto phone)
Yes. My | speak with the manager
or owner pl ease.

A police matter. This is Detective
John Smth-- Well, about a
prostitute... Uh-huh... but not
necessarily the prostitutes.

Cl ose enough, huh.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN (CONT' D)
It would be great if you could
come by-- Anything about those
prostitutes, huh.

5:00? Now? Sure. 1'Ill be waiting.
Ask for-- Yes. Smth. Detective
John Smth. Goodbye.

John hangs up the phone. John steps over to his FILE
CABI NET. The tel ephone rings. John picks up the phone.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Det ective Smth.

CUT TGO

I NT. CORONER S OFFI CE - COUNTY HOSPI TAL - DAY 20
HAROLD JESSUP (35), Coroner, is a straight-shooting

slightly geeky doctor type that knows his schlock. Harrold
stands at his desk reading through a FILE

FREEZE - HARROLD

SUPER
"HARROLD THE CORONER'

BACK TO SCENE

HARROLD
(i nto phone)
John, it's Harrold with the
Coroner's office. 1've got the
results of the autopsy for the
prostitute murder |ast night.

I NTERCUT - JOAN IN H' S OFFI CE & HARROLD IN H' S OFFI CE

JOHN
Shoot .

HARROLD
Turns out that our victimwas
strangl ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN
What about the bl ood around her
neck?
HARRCOLD

Looks |ike she put up a stru%gle.
Twi sting turning - but her throat
was cut just after she was strangled

t o deat h.
JOHN

What can of knife was it?
HARROLD

Wasn't a knife at. Just the edge
of sone unknown obj ect.

~ JOAN
Hm  Anyt hi ng el se?

HARROLD
I'n1hyﬁothesizing that the victim
knew the assailant. You'd have to
be in pretty close range to strangle
somneone.

Fromthe angle of the marks, it

| ooks I'i ke the assailant was facing
the victi mwhen the assail ant began
strangling the victim

It looks Iike the victi mwas seat ed.
The victimhad bruises on her knees

and cal ves, nost |ikely from bangi ng
t hem on a blunt nearby object.

Possi bly the dashboard of car

JOHN
Probably a deadly John

HARROLD _
That woul d be ny best hypothesis.
Maybe a regul ar.

JOHN
Thanks.
END | NTERCUT SEQUENCE

INT. JOHN S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

John |l eans back in his chair. He thinks for a nonent.
Reviews his notes. Disgusted, he reaches in his drawer
for the little whiskey bottle.

He starts to take a swig, but instead plants the whiskey
bottle on his desk.

( CONTI NUED)
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John reaches in the EVI DENCE BOX OF JESSI E'S BELONG NG
and pulls out a BAGGY WTH JESSIE' S BLOOD STAI NED BI BLE
Places it on his desk. Stares at it for a | ong beat.
John renoves Jessie's blood-stained Bible fromthe baggy.
He places his hand on it.

DI SSCLVE TO

VI SI ON

John hears the sound of a HEAVY OBJECT BElI NG DRAGGED DOMN
THE HALLWAY. John's door is open.

JOHN

(beat)
Hell o, is there anyone there?

The DRAGGE NG SOUND CONTI NUES.

John rises fromhis desk and slowy wal ks toward the door.
John sees through the doorway a BARE FOOT.

He slowy sees that the bare foot belongs to a BRU SED
AND BLOODI ED JESSI E draggi ng a cross on her back down the
hal lway in front of John's door

She stops in the mddle of the doorway. Faces John.
Looks himsquare in the eyes. Starts to speak.

CUT TO:

BACK TO SCENE
John's door is now closed and he hears LOUD KNOCKI NG on
hi s door.
BACK TO SCENE
The KNOCKI NG conti nues.
WL (OS.)

(beat)
Hell o, is there anyone there?

( CONTI NUED)
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Di soriented, John checks his surroundings. The whiskey
bottle is still on the desk and his hand is still on
Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible.

_ WL (OS.) (CONT' D
Detective Smth? Are you there?

John puts the bottle away.

JOHN
Just a nonent.

John sticks Jessie's blood-stained Bible back in the
evi dence box.

_ JOHN ( CONT' D)
Cone i n.

The doorknob jiggles, but the door does not open.

WL (O S.)
It's | ocked.
JOHN
(to self)
[t's | ocked?
(to voice)

Just a nonent.

éohn heads for the door. Looks at it puzzled. Opens the
oor .

As the door opens, he sees standing before him WLLIAM
"WL" FREEMAN (38), Shopkeeper
FREEZE - WL

SUPER
"WLLIAM "W L" FREEMAN'

W is an everyday kind of man. Baseball, barbecue and
bar room braw s.

W I grabs John's hand. Shakes it vigorously.

W L
Oficer Smth--
_ JCOHN
Det ecti ve- -
W L

WIlliam Freeman. And boy am |
glad to talk to you

( CONTI NUED)
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W1 plows past John. Seats hinself.

WL (CONT' D)
These prostitutes are out of
cogtro Not that |I'm sone tight-
wad. . .

(remenbering
rostitution is
111 egal)
But this ain't Nevada and the | aw
is the | aw

John woefully takes a seat behind his desk.

WL (CONT' D)
' ma businessman and |'mtrying
to run a reputabl e business.
Al though the girls do buy |ots of
snacks and ot her occupationa
consunmabl es.

JOHN
(overl aps)
M. Freeman--
WL
(overlaps)
Pl ease, call VVI What |'m

trylng to sa¥ it just ain't

onl ew bl ocks fromthis
Po |ce Statlon themgirls doing
al | kinds of thlngs scaring off
decent fol k.

JOHN
(overl aps)
Ckay then, WI--
WL

|'ve got a wife and kids. Do you
have a wi fe and kids? Every night
| have to go hone to the same old

song. when Kou goi ng do
sonethlng about t emgirls..
JOHN
_ (overl aps)
WI --

W L
WIl, did you call the mayors office
about themgirls?

WI, you knom1then1glrls I's using
drugs and have all kinds of diseases
L&Fn1d|rtr needl es and dirty Johns.

27.
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_ JOHN
(interrupts)
Wil
W L _
|"msorry, were you trying to saK
sonmething to ne - Detective Smth,
was it?
JOHN
Yes!

WL
Then why didn't you say so? Al
you had to do was speak up.

John waits a beat, assuming that WIl's banter will continue

aimessly, but for some bizarre reason, WI| has stopped

?nd sits there silent and still with a stupid | ook on his
ace.

- - J N .
This is about a prostitute but not
t he prostitutes.

W L
You nean that one that got killed
| ast night. Jessie, was it? Man
she was- -

JOHN
(interrupts)
Hah-taht. Shush.

W1 is taken aback.
JOHN ( CONT' D)

The prostitute that was killed
| ast night. Jessie. D d you know

her ?

WL
Vel |, yeah | knew her, but not in
the biblical sense, if you know

what |'m saying. Oher than those
consunabl es theK woul d buy ever

now and then, themgirls was usually
just a thorn in ny side..

JOHN
_ (overl aps)
WI --
WL
(overl aps)
But FFing a card carrying Christian
an all,

( CONTI NUED)
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WL (CONT' D)
(actually shows his
CHURCH MEMBERSHI P
CARD)
And yes | do tithe every Sunday,
but I tithe on what | get after
taxes, do you think that's cheating?

JOHN
_ (overl aps)
WI --

WL
It's not like | actually had that
noney, well although as a snal

busi nessman | do put it, well, am
supposed to put it in a--
JOHN
Wit
WL
Yes.
_ JOHN _
Jessie. You were telling me about
Jessi e.
WL

Oh yeah, Jessie. Well one day
about 3 nonths ago she was beat up
real bad. | think she had a run
in with nasty John

DI SSOLVE
FLASHBACK

EXT. ALLEY - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
SUPER
"3 MONTHS EARLI ER"

EXT. ALLEY - DAY
W1 SWEEPS up TRASH in the alley with a BROOM

WL
(nutters to self) _
Don't nobody have pride in their
nei ghbor hood t hese days. Just
ain't right. MW noma woul d have- -

29.
21

TO

21A

22

W1 notices a PAIR OF LEGS sticking out from anongst the

TRASH CANS.
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WL (CONT' D)
My Lord. |Is that a body? Jesus,
| don't want to have to be a
W t ness.

29A.
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The | egs nove and WI hears MOANS

W1 wal ks over to the body and sees Jessie. She is BRU SED
and BLOODI ED

He extends his hand.

Jessie | ooks at himdistrusting.

WL (CONT' D)

It's okay.

Jessie stares.
_ _ WL (CONT' D)
H, I'mWI. Wat's your nane?
_ JESSI E

Jessi e.

WL

Jessie, are you hungry?
Jessie takes WI by the hand.
CUT TO

23 INT. WL'S OFFI CE - Al-D SCOUNT - DAY

W seats Jessie in a chair and hands her a CUP OF FRESH
BREWED COFFEE.

W L
How | ong were you down there?

JESSI E
| don't know. Maybe all night.

Jessie sips fromthe coffee. She wi nches.

W L
Car ef ul now. I[t's hot.

W1 opens up a package of DONUTS. He hands her a donut.
WL (CONT' D)
Eat. It will nmake feel better.
Carbs. They're good for you.
Jessie bites into the donut cautiously.
WL (CONT' D)

I[t's okay. | don't want not hing
from you.

( CONTI NUED)
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WL (CONT' D)
Just didn't seem Christian |like
with you being all... well you
know, down in the gutter, no pun
i nt ended.

Jessie bites into the donut like a wild ani mal.
WL (CONT' D)
Go ahead. Eat up. There's plenty
nore where that canme from
W1 slides the whol e package of donuts over to Jessie.
W1 steps out of the office.

She tears into them guarding the ﬁackage i ke a starved
l'ion, devouring the donuts as if she hadn't eaten in days.

W1 returns with sonething in his hand.
He touches Jessie's |eg.
She flinches and tries to flee.

W1 takes her by the hand, conpassionately. He shows her
what's in his hand.

WL (CONT' D)
Bandages. And sone al cohol. You
need to get themcuts cleaned up
so they won't get infected.

Jessie gives himan unconfortabl e | ook.

W L ( CONT' D)
You don't use--

%esgie t akes the ALCOHOL and BANDAGES carefully fromWI's
and.

JESSI E
Maybe | shoul d do that.

Under st andi ngly, WI hands Jessie the bandages and al cohol .
There's an unconfortabl e silence.

JESSI E ( CONT' D)
Thank you. You're too kind. |
can take care of nyself fromhere

Jessi e gathers her things and heads for the door.
W L

Here, take these donuts wth you,
t 00.

( CONTI NUED)
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WL (CONT' D)
And don't worry about paying ne
any Poney or anything, consider it
agift

Ch, and when you give a gift, it's
not to get anything in return, if
you get ny drift.

JESSI E
Thank you.

Jessi e | eaves.

CUT TGO

BACK TO SCENE

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

John scribbles notes on his yellow | egal pad.

JOHN
Did she ever nention or give any
ﬁlue as to who it was that assaulted
er?

WL
No, she never did say, but it was
grgtty much inplied that a John
idit

JCOHN
Hm | see.

WL
That alley is a viper pit for cring,
filth and disease. You guys really
need to do sonething about it.

| know those girls are trying to
make a living and all, but JUSt
because a man is thlrsty doesn't
mean he shoul d drink pol son because

it's liquid.
JOHN
Do you know of any ot her |rIs
that she was friendly wt Pi nps?
Boyfriend? Manager?
WL

Most of the girls that work that
aIIeK are independents, not that
nom1anyth|ng about that, or

( CONTI NUED)
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WL (CONT' D)
renegades as they say in Pinps Up
Ho' s Down.

JOHN
Wen was the last tine you saw
Jessi e?

WL

About 2 nonths ago and then she
just disappeared. And if you ask
me, it was some John that killed
that girl.

Save the departnent sone tine and
money and close this case. She
was a prostitute a willing

participant in an illegal _
transacti on between two consenting
adul ts.

There are cars getting jacked,
purses being stolen and old !adg's
getting their head' s bashed in by
nmuggers.

There are far nore better things
the city could be doing with its
tinme and noney. After all it was
not |ike she was--

JOHN
(interrupts)
A human bei ng?

WL
Vell, | wasn't going to say that,
| was- -

JOHN
Who are we to determ ne who counts
and who doesn't?

WL
Sounds |ike you're taking this
ki nd of personal, Detective Smth.
Maybe you shoul d have a drink or
sonething and just chill for a
m nut e.

John rises fromhis chair. He points to the door

JOHN
You know, maybe | shoul d.

W1 heads for the door.

( CONTI NUED)
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WL
I"'mglad the police have finally
taken an interest in that alley.
Too bad it took it death in the
alley for that to happen.

W | eaves the office.

John sits back down behind his desk. He grabs the whiskey
bottle fromhis drawer.

JOHN
(munbl es to self)

Death in the alley.
John hol ds the whiskey bottle to his nmouth, but before he
can stick it in his nouth, he freezes, thinking about his
wor ds.
John puts the whiskey bottle dowmn. He reaches in the
evi dence box and grabs Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible.
Pl aces it on the desk.
Stares at it for a few beats.
Takes a deep breath.
Pl aces his hand atop Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible.

DI SSOLVE TQO
VI SI ON

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

John is in the alley where Jessie was nurdered. A CUP is
in John's hand. The chalk line is still on the ground
and the police tape is still up.

Jessie slowy approaches John. She walks with a LONG
STAFF in one hand and a PITCHER OF M LK in the other.

She points the staff at John, and he raises the hand with
the cup clasp init.

Jessie pours mlk into the cup letting it overflow and
stream continuously onto the ground.

She | ooks into John's eyes and speaks, but it is
unintel ligible.

CUT TO:

BACK TO SCENE

24
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INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATION - N GHT

John wakes UB violently. He notices that his hand hol ds
0

the whiskey bottle and lets the al cohol pour into his
Cﬂff$F cup overflowing, spilling onto the desk and onto
the floor.

John quickly reacts, and places the whiskey bottle on the
desk. He notices his other hand on a page in Jessie's
bl ood- st ai ned Bi bl e.

He | ooks at the page his hand covers and notices it is
the 23rd Psalm He reads al oud:

JOHN
"The LORD is ny shepherd; | shal
not want .

He maketh ne to lie down in green
pastures: he |eadeth nme beside the
still waters.

He restoreth ny soul: he |eadeth
me in the path of righteousness
for his name's sake.

Yea, though I wal k through the
valle¥ of the shadow of death, |
will tear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff

t hey confort ne.

Thou preparest a table before ne
in the presence of mne enem es:
t hou anoi ntest ny head with oil
nmy cup runneth over

Surely goodness and mnercy shal
follow nme all the days of ny life:
and | will dwell in the house of
the LORD for ever."

The 23rd Psal m
John | eans back in his chair for a beat.

JOHN (CONT' D)
Damm it, Jessie, what is it? \Wat
isoit that you are trying to tel
nme”

John puts Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible away and reaches
in his suit coat pocket for a PACK OF Cl GARETTES. He
raﬁs a Cl GARETTE and sticks it in his nmouth, but doesn't
ight it.

( CONTI NUED)
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Slips on his suit coat, |eaves his office.
CUT TO

EXT. STREET - POLICE STATION - N GHT

John stands on the sidewalk in front of the police station.
Whi ps out a MATCH and lights his Cl GARETTE.

Nearby, Silas - the blind man - puts spare change in
expired neters.

John notices this.

JOHN
~ (under his breath)
Chri st. _
(to Silas)
Hey.

Silas ignores him

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Hey.

John wal ks over to Silas. Silas continues addi ng change
to neters.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Hey!

John grabs Silas by the arm

_ JOHN (CONT' D)
That's illegal. 1'ma police
of ficer.

Ei!ag | ooks John square in the eyes. Silas is no |onger
i nd.

_ _ JOHN (CONT' D)
Wait a mnute. Wren't you blind
yest er day?

SI LAS _ _
You are correct. | was blind this
mor ni ng.
_ JOHN
Yeah, right. Gve ne ny $20 back
SI LAS

You told nme to make it count, so |
got $20 in guarters to repay ny
debt for God's mracle.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN
Sure, you did. You know what ?
Forget it. |'mbringing you in.

John grabs Silas by the arm

John stops. This sinks in. H's stomach knots.

FLASHBACK

SI LAS
There's nothing you can do to break
ny spirit after the Angel of the
Streets heal ed ne.

_ JOHN
Save it for the judge.

. . SI LAS
You will find her killer, won't
you? | recognize your voice from

the police who cane to the crine
scene Monday ni ght.

JOHN _
What the hell are you talking about?

S| LAS
Surely you nmust know. You are a
detective, aren't you? The Angel
of the Streets was slain |ast night.

The ex-prostitute who was redeened
and bl essed by the hand of God to
wor k m racl es.

JOHN
What ! ?

S| LAS
For the last nonth, it was runored
that the Angel of the Streets was
wor ki ng m racl es anongst the
honel ess and the needy for al
Eggse who believed in the glory of

| didn't believe it nyself, until
| sawit with ny own eyes, al
puns i nt ended.

DI SSCLVE TO

37.
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EXT. STREET - POLI CE STATION - DAY
SUPER
" YESTERDAY"

Silas sits near the door of the Police Station jingling
his CUP for spare change. He's wearing his SUNG.ASSES.

Jessi e wal ks down the sidewal k tal king on her CELL PHONE
She is dressed sensibly and conservatively.

JESSI E
(i nto phone)
It's different this time. 1've
changed. | don't want anKthing.
' msaved. You' re not taking ne
seriously.

You think this is funny, don't
you? | want you to conme see ne.
If you won't, I"'mcomng there. |
want to see you. God bless you

Jessi e ends her call and_Puts away her cell phone. She
now stands in front of Silas. Silas jingles his cup in
front of Jessie.

SI LAS
SPare change? Spare change for a
bl i nd veteran?

- JESSI E
Wiy are you sitting there?
SI LAS
Excuse me, M ss? Spare change?
- JESSI E
Wiy are you sitting there?
SI LAS
Well, isn't that obvious? |'m
bl i nd, homel ess, hopel ess. Wy
not ?
JESSI E
You served your countr% well. You
carried yourself wth bravery,

courage, avoided taking human life
and were an inspiration to your

unit.

SI LAS
Your voice. Your voice. |t sounds
so famliar. | don't think I've

met you, yet there's sonmething
famliar 1n the sound of your voice.
Who are you?

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI E
God has not forgotten you. He
| oves you. Al he asks is that
you believe and have faith. Faith
In himand faith that he |ives
wi thin you.

S| LAS
Who are you? Do you know ne? |Is
this some kind of joke? What kind
of sicko would play jokes on a
bl i nd honel ess nan.

JESSI E
What do you believe in?
SI LAS
| don't know. | used to believe

in God, but | just don't know
anynore.

| don't even know if | believe in
nysel f anynore. Take a good | ook
around you, sister. Crine, poverty,
si ckness, fam ne destruction. How
could there possibly be a God?

JESSI E
The Lord works in nysterious ways.
This life is not an end, but nerely
t he begi nni ng.

God has not forgotten you. He
does not even forget those who
forget thensel ves.

If there be no God, then how may |
ask that you explain, the w nd,
the rain and the trees.

The human body is so conpl ex,
intelligent in every way inits
desi gn and sophi sticati on.

Think of it as a well-crafted
machi ne that houses our true
essence, our spirits. Pure
consci ousness and ener gy.

Life eternal. Wen you prick a
finger, because it hurts, do you
inst st that God does not exist?

So why in the pantheon of al
eternity would you curse God for
sitting on this sidewal k.

39.
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JESSI E ( CONT' D)
Did God seat you on that sidewalk,
or did Kou seat yourself on that
si dewal k?

Silas rises to his feet.

SI LAS
Who- ar e-you?

JESSI E
Can you at | east consider those
wor ds.

SI LAS _ .
Yes, | suppose so. Anything is
possible. | suppose you've got
nFi | guess | do believe, after
all.

JESSI E

The Bible tells us in Proverbs 3:5-
6, "Trust in the LORD with al

thine heart; and | ean not unto

t hi ne own under st andi ng.

In all they ways acknow edge hi m
and he shall direct thy path".

SI LAS
I will.

Jessi e places her hand over Silas's eyes.

Silas renoves his sunglasses. He |ooks around trenbling.

SI LAS (CONT' D)
Great God. Good Lord. Jesus

Christ. It's amracle. It's a
mracle. It's a mraclel
JESSI E

"So whatever you wi sh that nen
woul d do to you, do so to them
for this is the Law and the
prophets.” -- Matthew 7:12.

CUT TO:

BACK TO SCENE

EXT. STREET - POLICE STATION - N GHT

John's eyes water. Silas is full of energy.

( CONTI NUED)
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SI LAS
And then she wal ked away. | didn't
know what to do.

When | put ny hand in pocket |

found that $20 bill you gave ne,

and | guess | just wanted to do
sonething, so | got $20 in quarters
and started putting noney in expired
nmet ers.

So if you want to take ne to jai
for that,
(he bows and pant om nes
ti pping his hat)
| do so with honor

JOHN
Do you know of anybody el se who
claims to have been heal ed by the
Angel of the Streets?

SI LAS
Sure, she nust have been on a rol
or sonething. She went all up and
down the street healing fol ks.

It's a mracle, | tell you. A
mracle. Do you think Christ has
returned for us?

JOHN
When | hear the trunpet sound,
ou'll be the first person | let

now. |f you can, take nme to sone
of these other people who clai ned
to have been heal ed.

DI SSCLVE TGO

EXT. STREET - LATER - N CGHT

Not too far fromthe Police Station John and Silas cone
across Anna the addict. Anna is now cl ean-cut and well -

gr ooned.

She stands in front of a cardboard table with food from
the 99 Cents Store, distributing it to any who ask.

A makeshift sign reads: "FREE FOOD FOR THE NEEDY".

Silas and John approach Anna.

S| LAS
Prai se the Lord, sister.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNA
Prai se the Lord.

John rolls his eyes.

SI LAS
This is a police detective who
wants to hear about how The Ange
of the Streets heal ed you.

ANNA
It's a shanme, isn't it? Wy would
sonmeone kill such a beautiful
person? She was Angel. | tel

you, an Angel. The end of the
wor |l d nust be near.

_ JOHN
So what did this lady do for you?
ANNA
She cured ne of drug addiction.
JOHN
How | ong ago?
ANNA
Monday ni ght.
JOHN

Yesterday? What makes you think
you' re cured?

Anna extends her arns.

ANNA
What do you see?
JOHN
Arnms.
ANNA
What do you see on thenf
JOHN
| don't know, not hing.
ANNA
That's right. Nothing. Nothing
here. ..

(points to arms)
Not hi ng here. .
~ (points to |egs) _
Not hi ng anywhere. Mbnday norning
| was covered in scars and tracks.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNA ( CONT' D)
Now there's not a single scar on
ny body. The nonkey's off ny back.
I"ve lost the taste. |In fact, if
ypukeven say drugs, it nmakes ne
si ck.

JOHN
(skeptical)
So what happened?

ANNA
| was in the alley with a needle
when she appeared before ne.

DI SSCLVE TO
FLASHBACK

EXT. ALLEY - DAY

Anna sits perched against the wall anongst the TRASH.
She pulls out a HYPODERM C NEEDLE. Ties off her vein
wi th a SHOELACE.

Her armis full of scars and junkie tracks.
Jessie steps into the alley and stands over Anna.

JESSI E
It won't take you higher

Anna whi ps at a SCREWDRIVER  Points it at Jessie.

ANNA
(protective)
Hey, back off. Get your own stash.

JESSI E
It won't take you higher

ANNA
But it will take ne away
(1 aughs)
At least for alittle while.

JESSI E
It's not your fault--

. - ANM .
(finishes Jessie's
words) _
The house, the job, the famly,
yadda, yadda, yadda. You nane it.
It's not ny fault?

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNA ( CONT' D)

| suppose not. It's God's fault.
(1 aughs)

It's God's fault. That is if you

also believe in little green nen

and Santa C aus.

Anna taps her vein.

JESSI E
The children who burned in the
fire while you were asl eep

Anna pauses at this.

JESSI E (CONT' D)
It's not your fault. The house
had faulty mﬁring. There was
not hi ng you could do. You could
not save them It's not your fault.

Anna grabs the screwdriver again.

ANNA

Hey, who the hell are you? You
sone kind of IRS detective. Well
as you can see,

~ (hol ds up needl e)
the insurance noney is all gone.
Just |eave ne be. Let ne live and
get high in peace.

JESSI E
| didn't say you can't go higher,
| said that stuff you are about to
ut in your armwon't take you
i gher.

ANNA
Oh, | get it. You nust be the new
dealer in town. Does Big D. know
you're out here?

This here is D."s territory. You
know what? Scram  You bot heri ng
me. Can't you see I'mtrying to
get hi gh?

JESSI E
Brandon says he's sorry. You told
himnot to plug in that old | anp,
but he was afraid of the dark.
He's sorry.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNA
Shut up. Shut up. Shut up. Shut-
up! _
(in tears)

What are you trying to do to ne.
(pl aces head in hands)
| need nore drugs.

JESSI E
If that's truly your wish, | can
| eave, but | canme here to deliver
anot her nessage.

ANNA
Pl ease, no nore nessages.

Jessie turns and begins to wal k. Anna cries and prepares
to take the needle.

ANNA ( CONT' D)
(re: Jessie's nessage)
From who?

Jessi e pauses in her tracks. Turns toward Anna.

. JESSI E
From H m
ANNA
Hi nf?
JESSI E

Yes, fromH m You asked H ma
question and he answered you, but
you haven't been |istening, so he
sent nme to tell you the answer.
The answer to your question is,
"bel i eve". He says believe.

Anna overcome with tears, cries and cries and cries.
Anna extends her hand to Jessi e.
Jessi e takes her hand.

ANNA
Thank you.

JESSI E
"For whosover shall call upon the
nanme of the Lord shall be saved" --
Romans 10: 13
Jessie rel eases Anna's hand.

Anna | ooks at the needle perplexed, and lets it drop to
the ground with the trash

( CONTI NUED)
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Anna rolls up her sleeves. The scars and junkie tracks
are gone.

ANNA
It's amracle. 1t's a mracle.
Thank you, Jesus. It's a mracle.
It's gone. The nonkey's gone. |
don't want anynore drugs.

JESSI E
"Gve, and it shall be give unto
you; good mneasure, pressed down,
and shaken together, and running
over, shall nen give into your
bosom

For with the sane neasure that ye
mete withal it shall be measured
to you again." -- Luke 6:38.

CUT TGO
BACK TO SCENE

32 EXT. STREET - N GHT
John stands with Silas before Anna in pure amazenent.

JOHN
Did she say where she was goi ng?
Who she might be neeting later in
t he day?

ANNA
No, nothing. First thing | did
after that was clean nyself up
hit the 99 Cents Store, and set up

this table. |[|'ve been blessed. |
want to give back

JOHN
Thank you.

SI LAS

Thank you, sister. Praise the
Lord. There's much work to be
done in the vineyard.

Silas | eads John away from Anna and further down the
street.
CUT TO

LATER

( CONTI NUED)
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John and Silas conme across Claudia the |ame. She wears a
REFLECTI VE VEST and hol ds a MAKESH FT STOP SI GN, and stops
traffic to hel p people across the street. A WHEELCHAIR
is fol ded up, pushed against the wall of a building.

SI LAS ( CONT' D)

(to d audi a)
Prai se the Lord, sister.
_ CLAUDI A
Prai se the Lord, brother.
SI LAS
Claudia, this is Detective...
o JOHN
(finishes)
Sm t h.
CLAUDI A

I recognize him He hel ped ne
cross the street Mnday. Such a
fine man.

John slowy renenbers.

_ S| LAS
Det ecti ve. .
Silas | ooks to John.
. . \]O_lN .
(finishes for Silas)
Smi t h.
S| LAS

~ (continues)
...is investigating the nurder of
the Angel of the Streets l|ast night.

CLAUDI A
Such a tragedy. Such a tragedy.
What kind of nonster could erase
such goodness and beauty?

_ JOHN
Silas says you were...
(hesi t at es)
Heal ed by Jessi e, yesterday.

CLAUDI A
Was that the Angel's name? | hear
she used to be a prostitute.

JOHN
What happened? What did she do?

( CONTI NUED)
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CLAUDI A
It was a mracle, | tell you A
m racl e.
DI SSOLVE TGO

FLASHBACK
EXT. STREET - DAY 33
SUPER

"1 DAY EARLI ER"

Claudia sits in her wheelchair shaking a CUP OF CO NS at
passgrsby. She doesn't bother to speak or even | ook them
In the eye.

Jessi e appears before her.

JESSI E
What do you expect that cup to do
for you?

Cl audi a shakes the cup for Jessie.

JESSI E ( CONT' D)
What you need does not fit in a
cup?

CLAUDI A
Lady, last thing I need is a
| ecture. You got sonme spare change
or not? Can't you see |I'm worKking?

| don't work for food. Gve ne
sone change, or please change your
position, and step away from ny
view. You're blocking nmy progress.

JESSI E
It believes in you.

CLAUDI A
What ! ?

JESSI E
It believes in you.

(beat)

Love.

CLAUDI A

What the hell do you know about
| ove? Pl ease.

JESSI E
I know that God is | ove.

( CONTI NUED)
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A beat .

CLAUDI A

Oh, hell no. Are you one of those
religious nuts? Jesus--

(cat ches hersel f)
Ckay, | love Jesus. He's wonderful.
He's the man. Go team go. Now
scram you're cutting into ny shift.
ghgoblind man get this spot at

JESSI E
| noticed you chose not to use the
Lord's nane in vain. Wy is that?
You' re honel ess. You have no noney,
food or a table to put it on.

CLAUDI A
You're not very good at this w tness
stuff are you? Listen, sweetie.
Ms. Claudia is a survivor.

I na% be in this wheelchair, and I
may be on the street, but | ain't
no heathen. Ain't no | aw agai nst
bei ng honel ess, accept in the Cty
of Santa Monica | hear -- they're
t he heat hens.

But that's besides the point. |
live off the |and and ot her people's
wast e because there are many that
have so nuch, that they are unaware
of it's true value. God has a

pl an for ne.

And if it's ny cross to bear, |

bear it, and to God be the glory
when he acceﬁts me into his kingdom
The sooner the better, as a matter
of fact. Praise be unto God to
whom al | bl essing flow

CLAUDI A (CONT' D)
hﬁm%scran1 You're cutting into ny
shift.

Tries to | ook around Jessie, while she shakes her cup.

JESSI E
| have sonething for you. Come
take it from ny hand.

Claudia gives Jessie a good stare, then puffs.

She reaches for Jessie's hand, but cannot reach it.

( CONTI NUED)
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CLAUDI A
| can't reach it.
JESSI E

Yes, you can. Cone forward.

Claudia puffs again, leans forward in her chair then
pauses.

She is filled with fear, wonder and amazenent. Her hands
trenbl e.

Looks at her |egs.
Tears fill her eyes.

JESSI E (CONT' D)
Cone forth.

Claudia slowy places one foot on the ground at a tine.
Then st ands.

_ CLAUDIA
It's amracle. It's a mracle.
Thank you, Jesus. Thank you, Jesus.

Hal | el uj ah!

%esgie extends her hand. C audia takes Jessie by the
and.

JESSI E
"Love is patient and kind; love is
not jeal ous or boastful; it is not

arrogant or rude.

Love does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice at
wrong, but rejoices in the right.

Love bears all thin?s, bel i eves
all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.

Love never ends; as for prophecies,
they will pass away; as for tongues,
they will cease; as for know edge,
it wll pass away.

For our know edge is inperfect and
our prophecy is inperfect; but
when the perfect cones, the

i mperfect will pass away."

1 Corinthians 13:4-10

CUT TGO

( CONTI NUED)
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BACK TO SCENE

EXT. STREET - N GHT

John stands with anazenent. Silas waves hi s hands.

SI LAS
Praise the Lord. He's real. He's
real. GCod is real

JOHN
And could you walk at all before
that? Move your legs? Wggle a
toe? Anything?

CLAUDI A
Not a lick. And | ook at ne now.

Claudia cuts a dance step

CLAUDI A (CONT' D)
Thank you, Jesus. | just wanted
to tell the world and do sonet hi ng
for sonebody after the Angel of
the Streets heal ed ne.

First thing | did was run down to
the thrift store and buy this
reflective vest and make this stop
sign, so | could help ﬁeople acr oss
the street. Hallelujah!

SI LAS
Hal | el uj ah!

JOHN
Did she say where she was goi ng?

CLAUDI A
No, not a word.

JOHN
(di sappoi nt ed)
And that was the last time you saw

her ?
CLAUDI A
No.
JOHN
It wasn't?
CLAUDI A
No, indeed. | thought that's why

you cane to talk to ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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CLAUDI A (CONT' D)
|'"ve been trying to tell them
uni forms at the station all day
what | saw, but seeing as how |'m
honel ess they wouldn't listen. |
t hought that's what you cane to

tal k about .

JOHN
You saw t he nurder?

CLAUDI A
No, not exactly.

JOHN
You saw t he nurderer?

CLAUDI A
No, not exactly that either.

. JOHN

Then what did you see?

CLAUDI A

| saw that hippity-hoppit
shopkeeper threaten to kirl her .

JOHN
What shopkeeper?

CLAUDI A
That m ghty nouth, young punk, WI
Fr eeman.

DI SSOLVE TQO
FLASHBACK

EXT. ALLEY - DAY 35
Cl audi a jogs down the sidewal k wavi ng her armns.
CLAUDI A
Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord.
Prai se the Lord.
She pauses at the corner and | ooks down into the alley.
W1 shoves Jessie to the ground.

Bl BLE TRACTS fly about.

WL
Now get the hell out of here!

( CONTI NUED)
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WL (CONT' D)
And if You ever cone back again,
"1l kill you.

CUT TO
BACK TO SCENE

EXT. STREET - N GHT

JohE_ffands quite disturbed. Silas |looks as if he's ready
to kill.

SI LAS
(waves his fist) _
Cone on Detective. Let's string
‘em up.

John grabs Silas by the arm

JOHN

Hol d your horses. W're not
stringi ng anybody UP just yet.
This Is official police business,
and a nmurder threat, although
illegal, is still not an actua
mur der . _

(to d audi a) _
Are you positive about this?

CLAUDI A
Right as rain. | would have beat
the hell out of himnyself, but
next thing I knew, she was gone,
and WI| had stepped back into his
shop and cl osed the door.

JOHN
Thank you so very nuch. .
(searches for nane)

. CLAUDI A
d audi a.

JOHN
You have been an inmeasurabl e help
to ny investigation. You too...

S| LAS
_ (finishes)
Sil as.

JOHN
I'"'moff to the office. I have
work to do.
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John wal ks away.

CLAUDI A
(shouting to John's
back)

If they need some wi tnesses for
hi s execution, you can count ne
in.

SI LAS
Me, too.

DI SSOLVE TQ

EXT. POLI CE STATI ON - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
SUPER
"DAY 3, WEDNESDAY, 12:43 P.M"

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

John sits behind his desk. Review ng Jessie's case file.
He | ooks at the PHOTOS OF JESSIE' S BODY and shakes his
head wi th disgust.

Hi s desk phone rings. He picks up the phone.

JOHN
(into phone)
Detective Smith... Yes, please
send himin.

John picks up Jessie's blood-stained Bible and his | egal
pad. He reviews his notes.

A few beats later, there's a KNOCK at the door.
W1 Freeman's body conmes into view.

W L
Detective Smth, WI--

JOHN
(firm

Sit down.

WL

(guar ded)
They said on the phone that you
urgently needed to see ne. D d
you have sonme questions about the
ot her prostitutes? Are the police
finaIIY goi ng to do sonet hi ng about
that alley?

John opens Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible to a bookmarked
page.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN
Mat t hew 7: 15-21

"Beware of false prophets, which
cone to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening
wol ves.

Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Do nen gat her grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles? Even so ever¥ _
ood tree bringeth forth good fruit;
ut a corrupt tree bringeth forth
evil fruit.

A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit.

Every tree that bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast
Into the fire. Wierefore by their
fruits ye shall know t hem

Not every one that saith unto ne,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
ki ngdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of My Father which
is in heaven."

John cl oses Jessie's bl ood-stai ned Bible.
He reaches in his desk and pulls at a SMALL TAPE RECORDER

Places it on the desk. Turns on the tape recorder.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
(into mc)
This is Detective John Smth with
W1 Freenman.

. (to WI)
Did you kill Jessie?
W L

(nervous)
Excuse ne, detective.
. . JOHN
Did you kill Jessie?

. WL
Detective Smth, |'mconfused, |--

Detective Smth BANGS his fist on the desk.

JOHN
Let nme be nore direct!

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN ( CONT' D)
Wiy did you kill Jessie?

(shaken)
Il didn't kill her. | didn't kil
her. | swear it!.

John turns off the tape recorder. He places handcuffs on
t he desk.

Fblgets up fromhis seat and wal ks around the desk behind

Leans over to his ear.

_ JOHN
(whi spers)
Behind this curtain..
(points to door)
W have kids, a wife and sonme good
loving. Behind this curtain..
(points to handcuffs)
We have the electric chair
(runs his hand gently
across WIl's face)
And sone not so good | oving.

_ WL
(whi nes)
What ? What do you want from ne?

John bangs his hand on the desk.

JOHN
Damm it, WI! Are we going to
have to do this the hard way? Are
ﬁou not going to tell nme you didn't
i1l Jessie?

Are you not going to tell ne that
you didn't see Jessie just 2 days
ago? Are you not going to tell ne
that you did not threaten to kil
Jegsie in that very alley she died
in;

Are you not going to tell ne, _
soneone didn't see you kill Jessie.
Huh, WI. Huh!

W L
(whi nes)
I want ny | awyer.

JOHN
You want your |awer. Sure, no
probl em
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JOHN (CONT' D)
But | can hold you for 24 hours
bef ore you can see your |awer

As a matter of fact, 1'd love to
take you to the lawer's waiting
area with all the other unsupervised
murderers, rapists and drug deal ers.

| can call your Pastor or your

wife to call your lawyer and expl ain
to themthat you, a card carrying
Christian man, has been inplicated
in having relations with Satan's
serpent I1n a den of iniquity, and

t hen slayed that serpent with your

swor d.

W L
I didn't kill her. | threatened
her, but | didn't kill her.

JOHN

Now, we're getting somewhere.
John sits back down behind his desk.

_ JOHN ( CONT' D)
Si ng.

WL
| saw her a couple of days ago in
t he afternoon.

DI SSCLVE TO
FLASHBACK

EXT. ALLEY - DAY
"2 DAYS EARLI ER'

Jessie, clean cut, well-grooned and conservatively dressed,
stands at the edge of the alley with her Bible under one
arm and BI BLE TRACTS in the other.

JESSI E

(to passerby)
Are you saved? WII| you go to
heaven if you die in a car accident
tonight? Jesus is real. Seek ye
t he ki ngdomof God. [If you have
only the faith of the grain of a
nmust ard seed.

W1 storns out of his back door.
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WL
Hey.

JESSI E
(to passersby)
Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart and | ean not to thine own
under st andi ng.

W1 rushes over to Jessie.

WL
Hey! What did | tell you about
handi ng out them damm Bible tracts?

~ JESSIE
(towl) "
When people stand in this alley
and defile the human tenple, its
fine with you as |ong as they buy
a condom and a Coke.

But when | choose to profess the
Lord Jesus Christ as ny personal
savior, you suddenly have a probl em
Satan, | rebuke thee.

WL
I've had enough of that rebuke
t hee nonsense. |'mtrying to run
a business here. Take a good | ook
around you. This is the bottom

Hell in a hand basket. Ain't nobody
around here interested in God.

Just bitches, beers and blunts.

You' re scaring off my business.
I"mtrying to make a |iving.

JESSI E _

If though shalt confess with heart--
WL

That's it. |'ve had enough of

this.

W1 grabs Jessie by the armdrags her down the alley and
shoves her, knocking her to the ground. Bible tracts fly

about .

W L (CONT' D)
Read nmy lips. 1've had it. |If
you ever cone back in this aIIeY
again, | swear to God, I'Il ki
you. Leave while you still can.

CUT TGO
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BACK TO SCENE

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON DAY 40

John is visibly sick to his stonmach.

o JOIN
Card carrying Christian, please.

W L
Don't judge ne. The nei ghborhood
is a dunF, and the slinme that lives
here is |ucky soneone will even
open a shop down here.

W're just a few blocks fromthe
Police Station, and still crine
runs wild.

NK i nsurance is nore than ny | ease.
There's nothing but pinps, pushers,
Johns... You nane it.

Those are the only people that

cone in ny store and they don't

pay to hear that Jesus crap. Light
of ny salvation ny butt.

["'mthe light in that alley. |
run stuff down there. So did I
threaten her, hell yeah |

t hr eat ened.

Did I kill her, hell no. But had
| saw her again, | probablg woul d
have. And If this Is the best you
got on ne, you best be letting ne
wal k, or let me call my |awer.

JOHN _
Spare me the tough guy routine.
W all know what real happened.
Free condons and no calls to the
cops, makes going to work a rel ease
fromthe old wfe.

But a ho turned holy, is offering
an entirely new benefits program

WL
You know what, Detective? Big
deal. | don't even knOMIMh% you're
even going through the trouble of

this investigation. After all,
she was just a prostitute.
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John erupts fromhis desk

JOHN
Now | know you couldn't kill her
W1, because you don't have what
it takes to do it.

Grabs WI by the arm

~ JOHN (CONT' D)
You're wasting nmy tine.

Drags himto the door.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Get the hell out of nmy office.

Shoves himout the office. SLAMS the door.

60.

Johns returns to his desk. Falls into his chair.

Sits for a few beats. Spins around in his chair.

Lets his head drop. To the desk. Places his hand on

Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible.
The PHONE RINGS. John picks up the phone.

_ ~ JOHN (CONT' D)
Detective Smth... Detective

Smith... Hello? Hello? | think

we have a bad connection. Al |

can hear is static. Can you cal

back? | can hear you breathin

now, but if you don't say anytﬂing

' mgoing to hang up.

JESSIE (O S.)
(covered in EVP static)
Lut her 1i ed.

JOHN
What ?

JESSIE (O S.)
(covered in EVP static)
Lut her Jessi e church.

JOHN
Lut her Jessie church?

John waits a beat. The voice does not speak.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Lut her saw Jessie at the church?

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSIE (O S.)
(covered in EVP static)
Lut her Jessi e church day nurder.

JOHN
Lut her saw Jessie at the church
day nurder?
John ponders this for a beat.

JOHN ( CONT' D)

Ch, | got it. Luther saw Jessie
at the church the day of the nurder,
right?

The phone di sconnects.
John | ooks at the phone strangely, then hangs it up.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
(rmutters to self)
Lut her saw Jessie the day of the
murder at the church

John sorts through his yellow | egal pad.
He pi cks up the phone. Dials a nunber.
JOHN (CONT' D)
Pastor Luther, please. Detective
Smth. Detective John Smth.
Thank you. Hello, Pastor. | had
a few nore questions.
(beat

Woul d nuch rather talk to you about
them here. You'll be right over?
Much appreciated. See you soon.

John hangs up the phone.

DI SSOLVE TQO
EXT. POLI CE STATI ON - ESTABLI SHI NG - LATER - DAY

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATION - DAY

John stands behind his desk | ooking out the w ndow.
Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible and a bl ank yell ow | egal pad
sits alone on his desk.

Lut her appears in his doorway.

John senses his presence.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN
Pl ease cone in and cl ose the door
behi nd you.

Lut her steps inside the office and cl oses the door behind
hinmsel f. He takes a seat in front of John's desk

They both remain quiet for a few beats.

LUTHER
Was there sonething you forgot to
ask me the last tinme we spoke?

Silent, John continues to stare out of the w ndow.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
|'ve been Braylng that Jessie's
Killer is brought to justice.
AnKthlng | can do to help, just
ask, and you've got it.

At hi ng? JOHN
yt hi ng”
(%eat)

Coul d you put your left hand on
that Bi bl e, please?

John steps around to his desk.

_ LUTHER
Det ect 1 ve.

JOHN
Pl ease.

Lut her puts his hand on Jessie's blood-stained Bible.

~JOHN (CONT' D)
Do you recogni ze it?

_ LUTHER
Detective, |'mno stranger to God's--

JOHN
That's Jessie's Bible.

John takes a few beats to let this sink in with Luther.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Rai se your right hand pl ease.

Lut her raises his right hand.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Do You solemly swear to tell the
whol e truth and nothing but the
truth, so help you God?

( CONTI NUED)
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LUTHER
| do.
JOHN
Thank you.

The TAPE RECORDER CLI CKS.
John turns it around and places it on the desk.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
You said that you would do anything
to help bring Jessie's killer to
justice.

LUTHER
Yes.

JOHN _
We can start with your confession.

John stands with one foot on his chair.
He hands Luther a pen.

Lut her holds the pen for a beat, then places it down on
t he desk.

LUTHER

How dare you? | ama man of God.
JOHN _

A man of God. Is that right?
LUTHER

Ei t her you charge me with sonet hi ng

or let ne go.

John turns off the tape recorder.

JOHN
K guess ny theatrics aren't
I ng You re free to go.

Lut her considers this, then rises.

_ ~ LUTHER
God is watching, Detective.

Lut her regains his conposure and heads for the door.

John takes a seat. John renoves his yellow | egal pad
full of notes fromhis desk drawer.

As Luther's hand opens the door..

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ~ (3) 42

JOHN
One last thing Pastor. Can you
tell me why woul d soneone call ne
and tell nme that you net with Jessie
at your church on the day of her
mur der, when you told ne that you
hadn't seen her in 2 nonths?

Lut her pauses, then closes the door. He conmes back over
to the desk and takes a seat in front of John.

LUTHER
Alright, Detective. Wat is it
that you want from ne?

JOHN
The truth.

LUTHER
Yes. Yes | did see Jessie the day
she was nmurdered. But | was too
ashanmed to tell you because | felt
partly responsible for her death.

DI SSOLVE TQ
FLASHBACK
EXT. LOVE FELLOASHI P CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY 43
SUPER
"2 DAYS EARLI ER'
INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE - LOVE FELLOWSH P CHURCH - DAY 44

Past or Luther reads through his Bible, nmaking notes for
hi s next sernon.

He hears a KNOCK at the door. Luther |ooks up.

. LUTHER
Cone I n.

In wal ks Jessie. She is visibly disturbed.
. LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Jessie, what a bl essed surprise.
| haven't seen you in so |ong.
How have you been?

Jessie sits down in chair in front of Luther's desk. She
sticks her face in her hands and weeps.

Lut her extends his hand to gently confort her.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUTHER ( CONT' D)
What's wrong, dear?

( CONTI NUED)
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LUTHER ( CONT' D)
It's going to be alright.
Everything's going to be alright.

Jessi e | ooks up.

JESSI E
(cross)
That's just it. Evergthlng i s not
alright. |It's never been alright
and never wll.

LUTHER
Don't talk like that. Kou ] ust
trust in the Lord, | knom1 e wll
answer your prayers.

Jessi e knocks the contents of the surface of Luther's
desk onto the fl oor.

JESSI E
Lies, lies, lies! It's all lies.
There is no God.

Lut her st ands.
LUTHER
That's bl asphene, Jessie. You are
in the house of God.

Jessi e pounds her fist on the desk.

JESSI E
| did everything the Bible told ne
to do. | confessed with ny heart,
prayed, | had faith, | did good
deeds but still nmercy and grace
did not cone.
. LUTHER
Stop this. Stop this, this instant.
JESSIE
He didn t heal ne? n1gO|ng
di e. ﬁOlng to dle My doct or
tells ne t I'1l be dead by the

and of the nonth.
Jessie collapses into a ball of tears.
Lut her conforts her
_ LUTHER
Jessie, don't underestimate the
ower of God. Qur old selves nust

irst die, so that our spirits may
be born eternally

( CONTI NUED)
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LUTHER ( CONT' D)

Death is not the end. It's the
beginning. In ny father's house
there are many nansions--

Jessi e breaks free of Luther.

JESSI E
You know what, Pastor. Save it.
Save it for sone other sucker.
Even if God is real, | know he
doesn't | ove nme.

Just | ook at me. M Iifﬁ is a

living testanment. And if God
doesn't love ne, | don't [ove him
LUTHER

Hush now. How dare you curse the
name of the Lord?

JESSI E
I know what | have to do.

LUTHER
What do you nean?

Jessi e backs away slowy.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Do what Jessie?

Jessi e continues to back away.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Jessi e, do what.

Jessie runs out of the office.

_ ~ LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Jessi e. Jessi e.

Lut her steps into the doorway.
LUTHER ( CONT' D)

Jessie you conme back here. Jessie
cone back.

BACK TO SCENE

CUT TGO

66.
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INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

Lut her paces the room as he finishes his story. Tears
fill his eyes.

John |l eans back in his chair listening intently.

LUTHER
Jessi e cone back!

Lut her collapses into his seat and cries uncontroll able.
. LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Yes, it's ny fault. 1've failed.
| killed her. Yes, | killed her.
| killed her when | let her walk
out of ny office in that condition.
Al though it wasn't by ny hand, it
was by ny ineptitude and | ack of
action. I'mthe guilty one.
John rises. Wiits a beats. Caps his hand once.
Beat .
Cl aps twice.
Beat .
Claps three tines.
Beat .
Slowy erupts into a soliloquy of appl ause.
Luther dries his tears.

JOHN _
Br avo. Br avo. Br avi ssi no.

Luther is visibly annoyed.

John shakes his finger |ooking for the right words. He
pi cks up Jessie's blood-stained Bible instead. He flips
to a bookmarked page.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Exodus 20: 16.

Lut her | ooks at John with a bl ank face.
John steps closer to Luther.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Exodus 20: 16.

( CONTI NUED)
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Lut her

still just stares at John.

JOHN (CONT' D)
Cone now Pastor Luther. Surely a
man of your stature nust know what
the Holy Bible says in Exodus,
Chapter 20, Verse 16.

LUTHER
"Thou shalt not bear false wtness
agai nst thy nei ghbour."

JOHN
(reads)
"Thou-shal t - not - bear - f al se-wi t ness
agai nst -t hy- nei ghbour . "

John cl oses Jessie's bl ood-stai ned Bible.

Lut her

Lut her
John's

Lut her

Lut her

Beat .

Lut her

JOHN ( CONT' D)
"Thou shalt not bear false witness
agai nst thy nei ghbour." Pastor
Lut her, have a nice day.

i s caught off guard by John's word.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
You' re free to go.

LUTHER
Free to go.

JOHN
You may be guilt¥ a few things:
dipping in the offering, the
extracurricular laying on of hands,
but, that doesn't exactly equate
to nmurder one.

proudly rises fromhis chair. He won't dignify
remarks with a response.

heads for the door. As he reaches, the doorway...

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Past or Lut her.

pauses at the door. Turns to face John.

_ ~ JOHN (CONT' D)
God is watching you

sm | es.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUTHER
God bl ess you too, Detective Smth.
Now i f you'll excuse nme, | have an

appoi ntnment with the Humrmer Deal er.
|'ve got a bad nuffler.

Lut her | eaves the office.

John searches his thoughts. He diPs t hrough the evidence
box of Jessie's belongings. He pulls out the baggy with

t he norphine pill bottle.

Takes a seat at his desk.

Stares at the baggy.

He opens the desk drawer and grabs his whiskey bottle.

He takes a | ong deep inhale, then puts the whiskey bottle
awnay.

John takes the norphine pill bottle out of the baggy. He

clinches the pill bottle tight.
DI SSOLVE TO
VI SI ON
John hears FOOTSTEPS | N THE HALLWAY
JOHN

Hello... Hello... Jessie?
Jessie slowy wal ks through the door.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Who killed you?

Jessie continues to wal k toward John.

~ JOHN (CONT' D)
Wiy? Wiy di d soneone kill you?

Jessie continues to wal k toward John

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Hel p me, hel p you

Jessie is nowin front of John. She reaches for the pil
bottle. Takes it from Johns hand.

Jessie pours the pills onto the floor.

CUT TO:

BACK TO SCENE

( CONTI NUED)
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John's hand is outstretched in a trancelike state with
the pill bottle and he's slowy pouring the norphine pills
onto the floor.

John realizes what he is doing and stops.

He stoops over to pick up the pills, but then he gets a
t hought .

He grabs the phone and quickly dials a nunber.
CUT TO

46 EXT. COUNTY HOSPI TAL - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY 46
47 I NT. CORONER S OFFI CE - COUNTY HOSPI TAL - DAY 47 *

47A  OM TTED 47A *

Harrol d keeps hinself busy on his desk wi th paperwork. *
The tel ephone rings. He picks up the phone.

HARROLD
Coroner's office.

| NTERCUT - JOHN & HARROLD
John stares at the pill bottle.

. JO_|N . .
Harrold, it's Detective John Smth.

HARROLD
How goes it, John?

- JON
Got a question for you.

HARROLD
About that prostitute hom cide?

~ JOHN
Yeah. Jessie was supposed to be
on norphine to treat
(checks notes)
Arbovirus. ..

HARRCLD
(finishes)
Encephalitis. An infection of the
brai n.

JOHN

Coul d you run a test to see if the
norphine is in her blood streanf

( CONTI NUED)
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A beat .

HARROLD
Already did? It's standard
Procedure in a homcide to test
or any prescription drugs the
victimmy have been taklng to
det erm ne whether or not there may
have been an overdose.

JOHN
WAs t here any norphine in her blood
strean?

HARRCOLD
No.

JOHN _
FbM/Iong would it take norphine to
| eave the bl ood systenf

| HARROLD
Mor phi ne can be elimnated from
t he bl ood systemin about 12 hours.

JOHN
Hm  Ckay- -
_ HARROLD
Not |ike she needed it anyway.
JOHN
What do you nean?
HARROLD

Wen | exam ned her brain, there
was no sign of arbovirus
encephal i tus.

JOHN
What ?

HARROLD
Not a trace. Mist have been
m sdi agnosed. Damm free clinics.
Those doctors are hacks. Hope
t his hel ps.

_ JOHN _
Yes, it does. | can't even begin
to tell you how much

END | NTERCUT SEQUENCE

CUT TGO

71.
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48 INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

John hangs up the phone. Searches through his notes.
Pi cks the phone back up.

JOHN
(into phone)
Doct or Naj uma Johnson pl ease.
Yes, I'I1 hold.
(beat) _
Doct or Johnson. Sonet hi ng has
come up.

DI SSCLVE TO

49 EXT. POLI CE STATI ON - ESTABLI SHI NG - LATER - DAY
SUPER
"2 DAYS EARLI ER'

49A INT. JOHN S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATION - DAY

John sits at his desk surfing the internet. Najunma steps
into his doorway frane.

NAJ UVA
Det ective Smth.

JOHN
Doct or Johnson. Please take a
seat .

Naj uma t akes a seat.
JOHN ( CONT' D)
Thank you for com ng on such short
noti ce.

NAJ UVA
Your wel cone.

John grabs a file. Sorts through sonme docunents.

NAJUMA ( CONT' D)
Detective Smth, | really--

JOHN
Hah-taht. Just a nonent.
~(beat)
Here 1t 1s.

John slides sonme docunents across his desk toward Naj una.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Were you aware that 5 of the
patients that you've treated in

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN ( CONT' D)

the last 6 nonths have all died.
Al of them wonen. Prostitutes.

Junki es. Take your pi ck.

T2A.

( CONTI NUED)
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Naj uma slides the docunents back across the desk to John.

NAJ UVA
Were you aware that | treat hundreds
of patients at the free clinic.
Most of themindigents, and al nost
every nonth, soneone dies?

John | ooks at the docunents.

JOHN
Yes, yes. But of course.

John digs through his folders. He slides another docunent
across the desk to Naj uma.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Were you aware that Jessie's autopsy
showed no signs of the norphine
you prescribed in her blood streanf

Naj uma slides the docunent back across the desk to John

NAJ UVA _
Were You aware that norphine | eaves
t he bl ood systemw thin 12 hours?

John slides the docunent back across to Naj una.

JOHN
Yes, but were you aware that
Jessie's autopsy showed no sign of
(reads from anot her
docunent)
Arbovirus encephalitis, was it?

Naj uma firmly plants her hand on top of the docunent,
stopping John's slide dead in its tracks.

NAJ UVA
Look, Detective Smith. | really
don't have tine for this cat and
nngse gane. \What do you want from
e

JOHN
I like a woman who goes strai ght
to the point. You told nme that
ou hadn't seen Jessie in 2 nonths,
ut a very reliable source says
she was down at the clinic the day
of the nmurder. Now which is it?

NAJ UVA

Big deal. Yes, she was there.
Doesn't exactly nmake ne a nurderer.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN
Mght | remnd you that perjury is
a very serious career-ending
of f ense.

Naj uma shoots John a dirty | ook.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Unl ess you want to be | ooking at
charges for nurder one, | need to
know what happened when you saw
Jessi e 2 days ago.

NAJ UVA _
What ever. She was just a prostitute
anyway.

JOHN

You know everybody's been telling
me that, "She was just a prostitute,
she was just a prostitute”, and
i};s starting to really piss ne

of f.

She wasn't just a prostitute. She
was a |iving, breathing human bei ng.
What happened when you saw Jessie?

- NAJUMVA
It was early in the afternoon and
ﬁhe had that dammed Bible with
er.

DI SSCLVE TO

FLASHBACK

EXT. FREE CLIN C - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY
"2 DAYS EARLI ER'

INT. NAJUVA'S OFFI CE - FREE CLINI C - DAY

Jessie enters Najuna's office dressed conservatively,
carrying her Bible and a stack of Bible tracts.

Naj uma foll ows behind her and cl oses the door.

_ NAJ UVA _
And just what the hell do you think
you' re doing out there?

JESSI E
There are many out there who are
afflicted and need a healing.

74.
49A

50

51

( CONTI NUED)



51

VWH TE Revision - 1-19-06 75.

CONTI NUED:

NAJ UVA
| told you never to conme back here
again, but yet you persist.

JESSI E
"Bl essed are the nmeek, for they
shall inherit the earth.”

NAJ UVA

Knock it off with that Bible nunble
junmble. You don't fool nme. You're
still that same cracked up
prostitute that wandered in here 6
nont hs ago.

JESSIE _
Dr. Johnson, do you believe in
God?

NAJ UVA
God?

(1 aughs) |
You little whore. Are you trying
to wtness to me. How pathetic.
Let me tell you sonething about
God. Does God heal the afflicted?

JESSI E
Yes.

NAJ UVA
Can God rai se the dead?

JESSI E
Yes.

NAJ UVA

rhat's right. God can and so can

| can't tell you how many times
|"ve sat down in the EER wth the
cardi opul nonary resuscitators
bringi ng back sone brain dead soul
because sonme crazed junkie |ike
yoursel f stabbed themwi th a
screwdriver and | et them bl eed
Bal{ to death over a ten dollar
ill.

You want to know God, know ne.
|"myour God. |'mthe one who
heals the afflicted and brings
Eggple back fromthe dead. | am

( CONTI NUED)
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(2)

JESSI E
Ye of little faith. Were do you
t hi nk you go when you die?

NAJ UVA
What ? Are you concerned if |'m
going to heaven? How sweet. Let
me tell you sonething. When
die, 1"'mgoing 6 feet under.

And if it's anyplace el se, as IonE
as it's far, far away froma cracked
out whore like you, | really don't

gi ve a dam.

JESSI E
God still loves, Doctor, even if
you do not |ove him

NAJ UVA
Li sten cupcake. Let nme tell you
sonmething. |If | ever catch you in

this office again, preaching,
handi ng out Bible tracts, g|V|ng
ny patients fal se hope, you'll be
SPTV¥- Now get the hell out of ny
clinic.

CUT TO

BACK TO SCENE

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLI CE STATI ON

John | ooks at Najuma with disgust. He gags.

JOHN
In the New Testanent, in the Book
of John, Chapter 8, when Jesus
went unto the Mount of dives and
early in the norning he cane again
into the tenple and the scribes
and Pharisees brought unto hima
woman accused of adultery.

BK the aws of Mses, it was witten
t hat she shoul d be stoned to death.
But rather than condemm the wonman
for her crimes, in John 8:7, Jesus
said unto them "He that is wthout
sin anmong you, let himfirst cast
a stone at her."

(beat)
Who gave you the right?

( CONTI NUED)
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Najuma rises to her feet.

NAJ UVA
(defiant)
How dare you. | took an oath to
help the sick. The only Gods on
this earth are the doctors.

That crazy whore was fillin
patients - ny sick patients
venonous lies contrary to t
own wherew t hal .

g ny,
- with
hei r

There were people in that clinic
that if they just missed one pill -
one pill - would have been dead by
sunri se.

It's nmy right and duty to do

what ever it takes to protect
patients. Even if it neans letting
one patient go.

JOHN _ _
Dr. Johnson. Did you kill Jessie?

NAJ UVA
What ?!  No!

~ JOHN _

Then what did you exactly did you
mean by, "you'll be sorry"?

NAJ UVA
What did | nean? Wo knows? |'d
call security, I'd call the cops

or hell maybe |'d even call her
ﬁlﬂP, boyfri end, manager or whatever
ell they call thenselves these

days.
John considers this, then turns his chair away from Naj uma
JOHN
Thank you for your tine, Dr.
Johnson. | trust that you can see

yoursel f out.
Naj uma huffs, then storns out of the office.
John swings around to face his desk. He ponders for a
beat then violently knocks things off of his desk,
i ncludi ng the evidence box of Jessie's things.

John's stops cold as he | ooks at Jessie's bl ood-stained
Bi bl e spraw ed open on the floor.

( CONTI NUED)
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He pl aces Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible on his desk

He just stares, and stares, and stares at it for a beat.
John reaches in his drawer and grabs his whiskey bottle.
He starts to drink then stops. Just gives the whiskey
bottle a good stare.

John takes the whiskey bottle and dunps what's left into
the trash can.

Once the whiskey bottle is enpty, the throws the bottle
into the trash can, breaking it.

John | oosen's his tie, then rolls up both of his sleeves.

He hol ds both of his hands over Jessie's bl ood-stained
Bi bl e, but does not touch it.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Talk to ne Jessie.

John places both of his hands on Jessie's bl ood-stained
Bi bl e and squeezes it flrniﬁ: H s body trenbles
uncontrollably. He raises his head to the heavens.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!

DI SSOLVE TQO
VI SI ON

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT
John stands on the street corner before the alley.
Jessi e stands by his side.

John attenpts to Sﬁeak, but Jessie gently places her hand
over his lips to shush John.

She sm | es.

Jessie | eads John slowy into the alley to where she was
nmur der ed.

The chalk line and police tape are still there.

Once Jessie and John reach the spot where she was sl ain.
She stops there. She lets go of John's hand.

She points all around the alley.

John | ooks around.

( CONTI NUED)
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Jessie | ooks into John's eyes.
John | ooks back. He nods.
Jessie smles.
CUT TO

BACK TO SCENE

INT. JOHN' S OFFI CE - POLICE STATION - N GHT

John violently exElodes away from Jessie's bl ood-stai ned
Bible. He grabs his trash can. Vomits into it.

JOHN
(nmutters to self)
Wiy couldn't | have been an
accountant or basketbal |l player.

John wi pes his nouth

JOHN ( CONT' D)
(to self)
Three bl ocks, John. Three bl ocks.
It's only three bl ocks away. You
can do this.

Stands. Grabs his suit coat.
DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. STREET - POLICE STATION - N GHT

John wal ks out of the police station and heads down the
street. He runs into Silas, putting PRAYER SLIPS under
wi ndshi el d wi pers.

. . JON
Still at it, aye Silas?

SI LAS
Praise the Lord. There's work to
be done, Detective Smth. How s
the investigation com ng al ong
with the nurder of the Angel of
the Streets?

JOHN
| don't know Silas. | really don't
know. |'m headi ng back down to

that alley to take another | ook.
instincts tell me the clue is
wth that alley.

( CONTI NUED)
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SI LAS
That's the spirit. Follow your
i nstincts.

JOHN

If only soneone had seen sonet hing
or even heard anyt hi ng.

SI LAS
Did you say, "hear anything"?

JOHN
Yes. Wy, do you know soneone
t hat heard sonet hi ng?

SI LAS
Vell, ne.

JOHN
Wiy didn't you say anything?

_ SI LAS

Wll, | didn't exactly hear the
whol e thing, but | heard how it
ended. It's not like I could see

a couple of days ago, so didn't
think it would be nuch help, or
even anyone woul d believe ne.

JOHN
What nekes you think you heard
sonet hi ng?

SI LAS
Let me tell you something, Detective
Smth. Wen you | ose one of your
senses, your other senses have to
becone exceptionally sensitive to
over conpensat e.

| know | heard a body hit the

ground, because well, frankly in
this hell hold, you hear that just
about every other day. | know it

was Jessie's body, because |
recogni zed her scent.

JOHN
Per f ume?

S| LAS
More |ike hooker spray. Body wash
fromthe 99 Cents Store Only.
It's real strong.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ~ (2) 55
SI LAS ( CONT' D)

| think they like to use it because
it's real strong and d0|n% what
they do and all, "I don't thin

t hey ever feel li ke they're ever

cl ean.

_ JOHN
Anyt hi ng el se?

SI LAS
| heard whoever it was who nurdered
her drive away. Wen Jessie's
body hit the ground, the door closed
and the person sped off in their

truck.

JOHN
How do you know it was a truck?

S| LAS
| used to be a nechanic in the
mlitary. |1'd know that runble
an¥mhere. Hummer. Even had a bad
muf f | er.

John stands stricken with terror.
He knows who did it.
John regains hinself and takes off running down the street.

SI LAS ( CONT' D)
(fades)
Detective? Detective? D d | say
sonet hi ng wrong?

John whi ps out his phone. Dials a nunber.

_ JOHN
(panic stricken)
This is Detective John Smith,
requesting i medi ate backup. And
wake up Judge Stone. I'mgoing to
need a warrant.

DI SSOLVE TQ

EXT. LOVE FELLOABHI P CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - N GHT 56

John wal ks towards the door of the church. He pulls out
hi s gun.

Cocks it.

( CONTI NUED)
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Unl ocks the safety.

Sticks it back in the holster behind his back.

INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE - LOVE FELLOASHI P CHURCH 57

Luther frantically stuffs noney fromthe a safe into a
| ar ge bag.

John steps into his office.

_ JOHN
Goi ng sonewhere in a hurry?

Lut her junps.

LUTHER _
Lord, Jesus! OCh ny God, Detective
Smith. You startled ne.

_ JOHN
Cooki es?

LUTHER
(conti nues)
How | ong have you been standi ng
t here?

John saunters into the office.

JOHN
Long enough.

LUTHER
I know what this |ooks Iike, but
every Wednesday | nmake a deposit
of the m dweek service offering.

JOHN
_ (stern)
Sit down, Luther.
LUTHER

Past or Lut her.
Lut her does not hi ng.
John takes out his badge and hangs it around his neck.

_ JOHN _
Am | going to have to ask you agai n?

Luther gets the hint and takes a seat behind his desk.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN ( CONT' D)
And | eave that bag of noney right
where it is.

LUTHER

Look, Detective. | swear, |--
JOHN

Shut -up. Just shut the Hell up

(beat)
For the Past two days, everybody's
been telling nme stories. And
they're all just that stories.
Vell, now!l think 1'd like to tel
you a story. You like stories
Luther? Do you?

Lut her sits quiet.

FLASHBACK

INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE -

SUPER

JOHN ( CONT' D)
I think you do. Let nme tell you a
story about soneone | ess-than-a-
man naned Luther. A very pathetic
wannabe' Bishop. It was just two
days ago, when a very changed wonan
set foot in your office.

83.

DI SSCLVE TO

"2 DAYS EARLI ER'

LOVE FELLOWSHI P CHURCH -

DAY

Lut her sits behind his desk preparing for his sernon.
He's very di sturbed.

Jessi e knocks on the door and then steps into the office.

. LUTHER
Jessie, | can't--

JESSI E
| know you said not to disturb
ou, but | just had to thank you
or showing me the |ight.

_ LUTHER
Jessi e- -
JESSI E
Please. M affliction is gone.
amno | onger an addict. | have no
term nal disease.

( CONTI NUED)
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JESSI E ( CONT' D)

| have but the faith of the grain
of a nustard seed.

( CONTI NUED)



58

59

VWH TE Revision - 1-19-06 84.

CONTI NUED: ~ (2)
JESSI E ( CONT' D)

And by the Hrace of the al mghty
redeener, the Lord has bl essed ne
as his hunble servant with the
gift to heal. Gve nme your hand
Past or.

huéher wi Il not touch her hand. Disturbed, but tries to
ide it.

LUTHER
Jessie, | knowit can be quite
i ntoxicating joining the body of
Christ, but gifts such as these
are divine and are not just placed
upon the new in Christ.

~ JESSIE
Pastor, | did not cone here for
your approval. Only to give thanks.
LUTHER

Thank you. Jessie, do take care.
Jessie | eaves the office.

CUT TO
BACK TO SCENE

INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE - LOVE FELLOWSHI P CHURCH - NI GHT
John | eans back in his chair smugly watchi ng Luther

JOHN
You know, anyone el se would have
just let it go, but it bothered
you.

What if God had actually bl essed
this lowy neophite with the

m ghtiest of gifts. After all,
you had been studying the Wrd all
your life.

DI SSCLVE TO

FLASHBACK
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INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE - LOVE FELLOWSH P CHURCH - DAY 60

Lut her sits behind his desk trying to wite his sernon,
but he can't concentrate. In disgust, he knocks everything
off of his desk.

Pi cks up the phone.

_ JOHN (V.0) _
So you PICk up your phone and di al
her cel hone. You had that nunber
because of, well, we'll |eave that
to inagi nation.

You tell her that you know soneone
who needs her help and ask her to
nmeet you very, very late in the
all ey where she used to work.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT 61

Lut her wal ks down the alleg. Jessie is in the alley
wai ting. She holds her Bible.

Luther checks to see if anyone is |ooking. He takes off
the cross and chain around his neck and places it in his
suit coat pocket.

JESSI E
Pastor, where is this person who
needs a heal i ng.

LUTHER
It's ne.

He hol ds out his hands.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
|"ve been plagued with an ungodly
eczema for nust of God given
life. Sometimes it hurts so bad
that | can't even wite Sunday's
ser non.

Jessie affectionately kisses Luther's hand.

JESSI E
In Jesus' nanme. Behol d.

Luther's hands trenmble. He's been heal ed.

LUTHER
No. No. It can't be. How?

( CONTI NUED)
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LUTHER ( CONT' D)
What perverted...

JESSI E
(conf used)
Pastor, it's a mracle. In Christ
Jesus all things are possible.

Lut her catches hinsel f.

LUTHER
O course they are sweet Jessie.
| just had to know for nyself.
You' ve done good, Jessie. Rea
good.

Lut her extends his arns to hug Jessie.

Jessi e opens her arnms and receives himlovingly.
Lut her and Jessi e enbrace.

Lut her reaches into his pocket.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
(whi spers)
Ashes to ashes, dust to dust...

JESSI E
What was that Pastor?

Lut her raps his cross and chain around Jessie's neck. He
chokes her.

Jessie's tries to scream but she can't get any air.

LUTHER
This i s between ne and Cod.

Jessie's arns and legs flail, her legs hit a trash can.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
} will be easier for

Stay still.
It be over soon.

I
you. | al

Jessie continues flailing, but she's al nost out of oxygen
and her body is becom ng |inp.

LUTHER ( CONT" D)
[t'1l all be over soon. You'll
seen. Sleep child. Sleep

Jessi e reaches into her pocket and grabs her norphine
pill bottle and clutches it tight.

And within a heartbeat she goes |inp.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Rest child. Rest in peace.

Lut her renoves his cross and chain fromaround Jessie's
neck and sl ashes her throat with the edge of the cross.

Luthﬁr | ets her body drop onto the ground |ike a piece of
trash.

He | ooks over Jessie's body, then spits on her corpse.
DI SSOLVE TO

BACK TO SCENE

INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE - LOVE FELLOWSH P CHURCH - N GHT
John stares at Luther with utter distaste.

JOHN
How coul d you?

LUTHER
| dedicated ny entire life to God's
word. My first word was, "Jesus".
At the age of eight, ny Past or
| ai d hands on me and ﬁrophe5|ed
that | woul d becone the youngest
Bi shop ever

| didn't drink. | didn't snoke.

| didn't even have sex. | paid
tithes, | helped the sick and shut
in, | believed. | did everyt hi ng
it was that God told us to do. If
there ever was a man who |ived as
close to Christ's principles it
was me.

Il didit all, and | did it wth a
sn1|e Not once did | ask for
Ythlng | wanted to do was
p JeSS|e And t hen one ni ght
she asked me to come help her. |
had just been nade a Bi shop.

She said that she was in the alley
and in danger. And when | went to
the alley, do you know what
happened?

~ JOHN
You slept with her?

DI SSCLVE TO

( CONTI NUED)
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FLASHBACK

63 EXT. ALLEY - N GHT 63
SUPER

"3 DAYS EARLI ER"
Jessie pulls Luther close and kisses himon the |ips.
A photo flashes. W hear RUNNI NG FOOTSTEPS.

LUTHERéV. 0)
No, she grabbed ne and ki ssed ne.
It was a set up

Lut her pushes away from Jessi e.

LUTHER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
It seens that someone prom sed her
$50 bucks, if she'd lure ne to the
al l ey and phot ograph ne.

Jessi e holds her head down. Luther grabs her hand and in
it is a $50 DOLLAR BI LL

Lut her backs away from Jessie.

LUTHER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
It was a private detective hired
nY conpetition. Seens soneone
el se wanted to be Bishop nore than
| did. | tried to explain the
pictures to the Church Board they
just didn't want to hear it.

, They agreed to let ne keep ny
church, but | had to relinquish ny
Bi shop appointnent, and | coul d
never be appoi nted again.

Luther falls on to the ground. Sits in the trash. Holds
his head down. Puts his hands over his head.

LUTHER (V. O.) (CONT' D)
$50 bucks. This was ny life. And
$50 bucks and rock was all it meant
to that crackhead whore. Sure she
aﬁologlzed many tinmes |ater, but
t he damage was al ready done.

CUT TO:

BACK TO SCENE
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64 INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE - LOVE FELLOASH P CHURCH

Lut her gazes into space as he recants his nenories. John
i stens earnestly.

LUTHER
And when she cane into the office
to tell me that her, of all people,
had been bl essed with the m ghtiest
of blessings, | could not believe
ny ears. \Wat bl asphene.

So yes, you were right. | had to
see for nyself if it was true.
And it was. She heal ed ne.

Undeni abl e proof.

And it was at that point where |
felt all the anger and hatred in
the world. | had done not hing
wrong yet God had spited ne.

God had used the agent of ny dem se
as the instrunent of his wonder

God had spited ne. And if God was
going to spite ne, | was going to
spite him

So | strangled that whore. |
strangl ed that ungrateful crack
whore right between ny very hands,
and | took the synmbol of the Lord
his very self, and | slashed her
throat. | got ny revenge and it
felt good.

We hear a CLICK
John hol ds up his tape recorder.
JOHN

Thank very mnuch, Luther, | think
|"ve got enough.

(beat)
Job. ..
 (beat) |
The w | derness experience. .
beat)

You di everything Ypu wer e supposed
to do, except.. elieve.

John lets this sink in.
LUTHER

(matter of a fact)
So you bringing ne in?

( CONTI NUED)
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John hol ds up his handcuffs.
We hear the sound of PQOLI CE S| RENS.

LUTHER ( CONT' D)
Do we have to use those?

JOHN
I'mafraid so.

_ LUTHER
Let me just grab thing.

Lut her reaches into the desk.

JOHN
No, don't do that. Keep your hands--

Lut her whips at a pistol and sticks it into his nouth.
John | eaps over the desk and goes for the pistol.

CUT TO

EXT. STREET - LOVE FELLOWNSHI P CHURCH - NI GHT
PCLI CE LI GHTS FLASH. W hear the a GUNSHOT.
CUT TO:

INT. LUTHER S OFFI CE - LOVE FELLOWSH P CHURCH

John is on top of Luther on the floor. They both lie
mot i onl ess.

John slowy gets up off Luther.
Nei t her has been shot.

John has the pistol. Puts the safety on and sticks it in
hi s pocket.

JOHN
You're not getting off that easy.

Lut her cri es.

John rolls Luther over face down. Pull s Lut her's hands
behi nd his back. Cuffs him

LUTHER
Why?  Why?  \Wy?

JOHN
Get up.

( CONTI NUED)
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Lut her ri ses.
John gives Luther a hard | ook.

He yanks Luther's cross and chain fromaround his neck.
Sticks it in his own pocket.

Rips off Luther's clergy collar and tosses it on the desk.
Tears stream down Luther's face.

CUT TO:

EXT. STREET - LOVE FELLOWSHI P CHURCH - NI GHT

Al'l cast nmenbers are present, except for Jessie. Najuma
WIl, Silas, Caudia, Anna and Harrol d.

POLI CE LI GHTS FLASH.

SLOW MOTI ON

John wal ks Lut her out of the church.

Lut her hol ds his head down | ow.

Eygéﬁg?é | ooks at Luther and shakes their head with
END SLOW MOTI ON

John and Luther now stand on the si dewal k.

LUTHER
(soft)
What was it?
JOHN
What was what ?
LUTHER

Your doctorate. You said that you
had earned a Ph.D. but coul dn't
keep the commtnment. Wat was it
that you earned a Ph.D. in?

JOHN
Theol ogy.

Luther's face is horrified.
JOHN ( CONT' D)

Matt hew 22: 14. "For many are
call ed, but few are chosen."

( CONTI NUED)
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JOHN ( CONT' D)
I was called, but wasn't sure if
was chosen. | was afraid | wouldn't

be able to Iive up the exanple the
Christ Jesus sets for us.

Lut her hol ds his head down.
John pushes Lut her al ong.
DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. POLI CE STATI ON - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
SUPER
"3 DAYS LATER, SUNDAY, 12:20 P.M"

INT. JOHAN' S OFFI CE - PCLI CE STATI ON - DAY

John sits at his desk conpl eting paperwork

He sticks Jessie's bel ongings back into the evidence box.
He pauses at Luther's cross and chain.

He thinks about it for a nonment, then puts it on.

John then cones across Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible.

He hesitates.

Gently touches it.

Let's out a breath of release. No vision.

He notices sonething strange about the first page.

The bl ood stains have caused the first page to stick to
the cover. He pries the page apart fromthe cover. In
it is a photograph.

John renoves the photo.

It"s an OLD PICTURE OF JOHN IN A GRADUATI ON ROBE AND
JESSIE'S ARM AROUND HI M

He flips the photo over. Inscribed on the back it reads:
"TO MY DEAREST BROTHER JOHN. THE PERSON | ADM RE MOST | N
LIFE. | HOPE TO GROW UP TO BE JUST LIKE YOU. LOVE, YOUR

SI STER, JESSIE. "
A tear falls fromJohn's eyes onto the photo.
JOHN
(to self)

| should have let you cone to see
nme.

( CONTI NUED)
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He breaks down and sobs and sobs.
DI SSOLVE TO

EXT. CGREEN PASTURES CEMETERY - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY

EXT. GREEN PASTURES CEMETERY - JESSIE S GRAVE SI TE - DAY
John stands in front of a tonbstone in a green pasture.

He wears Luther's cross and hol ds Jessi e's bl ood- st ai ned
Bible and flowers in his hands.

The engraving on the tonbstone reads: "JESSIE SM TH.
BORN 1970. DI ED 2006. "

John places the flowers in front of the tonbstone.

He starts to place Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible on the
t onbst one but changes his m nd.

93.
69

70

71

John's fingers gently caress Jessie's bl ood-stained Bible.

He slowly turns around.
He see's JESSIE' S SPIRIT DRESSED IN WHI TE smiling at him
John sm | es back at Jessie.
FADE QUT.
THE END.
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