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FADE | N:

EXT. GREYHOUND STATI ON - SUNRI SE - PRESENT

A GREYHOUND BUS rolls into the parking Iot. The display
on the MARQUEE reads: "CH CAGO'.

A depressing gat hering of DEFEATED SQULS staggers off of
t he G eyhound.

An assorted | ot of DREAMERS piles into the bus.

Among themis BENJAM N BRADLEY (25)--sanitized, |ikeable.
H s EYES gleamw th fantasies of stardom

A smal| BACKPACK is perched on his shoul der.

CUT TO

| NT. GREYHOUND BUS - SUNRI SE
BEN plops into a seat behind the BUS DRI VER
Digs into his BACKPACK.
Wi ps out his portable CD PLAYER
Slips in sone JAZZ
Peruses through a copy of BACKSTAGE WEST DRAMALOGUE
BUS DRI VER
(to Ben)
Gonna' be a star?
BEN
Sure am but | have to get ny SAG
card first. | have a plan.
Ben whi ps out a FOLDED Pl ECE OF PAPER
BUS DRI VER
(poi nts)
So did they.

CUT TGO



EXT. GREYHOUND STATI ON - SUNRI SE
The G eyhound DOORS cl ose. The

MARQUEE
rolls fromCH CAGO to L. A

The G eyhound's air brakes HI'SS, as the bus rolls out of
the station and into the city streets.

CUT TO
MONTAGE
EXT. DOANTOMN CHI CAGO - SUNRI SE
A brown sign reads: "H STORI C ROUTE 66"

CUT TO

EXT. H GHVWAY - DAY
A sign reads: "WELCOVE TO ST. LOQUI'S, M SSOURI".
CUT TO

EXT. H GHVWAY - DAY
The G eyhound speeds through the OZARK PLATEAU.
CUT TO

EXT. H GHVWAY - DAY
A sign reads: "WELCOVE TO JOPLIN, M SSOURI".
CUT TO

EXT. DOMNTOMWN OKLAHOVA CI TY - DAY
The G eyhound crui ses by the NATI ONAL CONBOY HALL OF FAME.
CUT TO



EXT. H GAWAY - DAY
A sign reads: "WELCOVE TO AMARI LLO, TEXAS."

CUT TGO

| NT. GREYHOUND - SUNSET

Ben peers through the wi ndow at several old Cadillacs
protruding fromthe ground at CADI LLAC RANCH.

CUT TO

EXT. H GAWAY - SUNSET
A sign reads: "WELCOVE TO GALLUP, NEW MEXI CO'.

CUT TGO

| NT. GREYHOUND - NI GHT
Ben snores while his head rests against the w ndow.

CUT TO

EXT. H GHWAY - SUNRI SE
A sign reads: "WELCOVE TO FLAGSTAFF, ARI ZONA".

CUT TGO

EXT. H GHWAY - SUNRI SE

The Bus Driver takes a |l eak on the side of the highway in
the m ddl e of the KAI BAB NATI ONAL FOREST.

CUT TGO

EXT. H GHWAY - DAY
A sign reads: "KINGVAN'.

CUT TO



EXT. H GAWAY - DAY

A sign reads: "BARSTOW.

CUT TO
EXT. H GHWAY - DAY
A sign reads: "SAN BERNARDI NO'.

CUT TO
END MONTAGE

CUT TO
EXT. CTY STREETS - LOS ANGELES - DAY
The Greyhound is stuck in TRAFFIC.

CUT TO

EXT. GREYHOUND STATI ON - DAY

The G eyhound creeps into the tired little CRUSTY station
on Vine Street.

CUT TGO

| NT. GREYHOUND BUS - DAY

Ben shoves his CD PLAYER and BACKSTAGE WEST DRAMALCOGUE
into his backpack.

BUSDRI VER
Seens |ike for every busload of
stars that | haul into Hollywood,
| take two nore back to Chicago.

BEN
"1l remenber that when | get ny
SAG card.

CUT TGO



EXT. GREYHOUND STATI ON - DAY

Ben skips off of the bus.

MARQUEE
rolls fromL.A to Chicago
The Geyhound rolls out into the CRUMY city streets.

CUT TGO

EXT. MCDONALD S - DAY
Ben wal ks down the street fromthe G eyhound station.
A PANHANDLER sees hi m com ng
PANHANDLER
I"'mreally down on ny luck. Do
you have five dollars so | can get

sonething to eat?

BEN
Sur e.

Ben hands t he Panhandl er a Fl VE- DOLLAR BI LL

PANHANDLER
Thanks.

The Panhandl er opens the door of MDonald' s for Ben.

CUT TGO

| NT. MCDONALD S - DAY
Ben gets in line and the Panhandl er heads for the RESTROOM

While Ben's back is turned, the Panhandl er | eaves
McDonal d' s.

CUT TGO



EXT. LI QUOR STORE - DAY

The Panhandl er DARTS across the street from McDonal d's
and into the Liquor Store.

CUT TO

EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - KOREA TOMN - DAY

Ben is BUZZED into an older tall French Normandy style
bui | di ng.

CUT TO

| NT. APARTMENT - DAY

MARTI N (34), the building manager, shows Ben a studio
apart nment .

Ben lies in the floor.
Stretches out his arns and | egs.

BEN
Hone.

CUT TO

EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY
Martin and Ben wal k out of a stairwell and onto the roof.
MARTI N
That's the Hol | ywood Sign over

there. You can see the whole city
on a cl ear day.

| NSERT

HOLLYWOOD Sl GN

BEN
How nmuch is the apartnent?

MARTI N

It's $525 a nonth with parKking.
$1, 200 to nove in.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:
BEN
"1l take it.
CUT TO
EXT. RESTAURANT - SUNSET DRI VE - DAY
Ben wal ks into a restaurant.
CUT TO

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Ben sits at a table with the RESTAURANT MANAGER (45), who
| ooks i ke she could have been a | ooker 10 years ago.

RESTAURANT MANAGER
You can start Friday Night. If
you have a day shift and you cal
in sick to go to an audition, don't
bot her com ng back to worKk.

BEN
Thanks.

The RESTAURANT MANAGER hands Ben a VWHI TE APRON and a TI CKET
HOLDER

CUT TO

EXT. RESTAURANT - SUNSET - N GHT

Val ets parka nyriad of Mercedes, Range Rovers, BMA$, and
Expl orers.

CUT TO
| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

BEN BURSTS | NTO THE

Kl TCHEN

Frantically keys an order into the register.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:
RESTAURANT MANAGER
Ben, table four wants their sal ads
now

BEN
I'min the weeds.

The Restaurant Manager shoves a TRAY full of salads into
Ben's arns.

RESTAURANT MANAGER
If you can't take the heat--

PUSHES Ben out of the kitchen.
CUT TO

EXT. BEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - N GHT
A HOOPTY car slowy creeps by the building and into the
ALLEY.

CUT TO

| NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Ben stands in sweats and a T-shirt ironing a white pinpoint
oxf or d.

SI NGLE GUNSHOTS ring out followed by Sem automati ¢ GUNFI RE

Ben crawl s around the floor as if he were in a Wrld War
Il trench.

Kills the Iights.

Cl oses the blinds.
G abs the tel ephone.
D als 911.

911 OPERATOR
Pl ease hol d.

BEN
Cone on!

911 OPERATOR
What is your energency?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

BEN
They' re shooting out si de.

911 OPERATOR
We don't handle that. Call your
| ocal

PCLI CE PRECI NCT. THE NUMBER | S 666-

Ben calls the precinct.
POLI CE OPERATOR
You have reached the Los Angel es
Police departnent. Please hold.
BEN
Dam.
POLI CE OPERATOR
What' s the probl enf
BEN
They' re shooti ng.
POLI CE OPERATOR
| bet it's in that alley.
BEN
| don't know. Maybe.
POLI CE OPERATOR
W' || send sonebody right over.
WALL CLOCK
The hands point to 12: 00 m dni ght.

WALL CLOCK - LATER

The hands

point to 12:45.

CUT TO

EXT. BEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

A POLI CE CHOPPER circl es the building.

( CONTI NUED)



10.
CONTI NUED:

A bright SEARCHLI GAT conbs the alley and the side of the
bui | di ng.

CUT TO

| NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Ben lies on the floor face down with his hands over his
head.

He rolls over onto his back.
Stares at the ceiling.

Each tine the searchlight passes by his w ndow, the |ight
through the blinds illumnates his face |ike CLOSE
ENCOUNTERS OF THE THI RD KI ND.

CUT TO

EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - HOLLYWOOD - NEXT N GHT
Ben wal ks into an ol d building.

CUT TO

| NT. OFFI CE CONFERENCE ROOM - NI GHT

Ben sits huddled in a roomw th a bunch of actor types.
VALERI E, the instructor, an aged hi ppie hanging on to her
menories, takes the floor.

VALERI E
We have a few new nmenbers tonight.
Way don't you introduce yoursel ves
to the class?
(points to Ben)
You first.

BEN
My nanme is Benjam n Bradley. |
just noved out here from Chi cago,
but I've lived in 10 states. Wat
el se do you want to know?

FEMALE VO CE
What's your shoe size?

Peopl e chuckl e.

( CONTI NUED)



11.

CONTI NUED:

VALERI E
What do you like to do?

BEN
| like to do things that | didn't
know | coul d do.

Val erie points to DESTINY (21), who | ooks |ike she would
excel in managenent at the public Library.

DESTI NY
Gee, that's a hard line to foll ow
My nane is Destiny. [|I'mfrom
University Park, Illinois. | cane

to Hol | ywood because | want to
make a difference.

MALE VO CE
Run for office.

Peopl e sni cker

Val erie points to FATE (25), a hip beach bunny oozing
with sexuality.

FATE
| am FATE. |I'mfromthe Bay Area.
Everyone always tells ne that I'm
so beautiful that |I ought to be in
pictures, so here | am

VALERI E
Wel cone to the workshop, folKks.
Wiy don't the three of you do a
cold reading of a scene together?

Val erie gives Ben, Fate, and Destiny copies of a scene
from GHOST.

They stand before the class and conmence the scene.

( TRANSCRI BED & PARAPHRASED)

Destiny stands before an inmagi nary door opposite Ben and
Fat e.

FATE
You're in serious danger. |'ve
got Sam here. W have to talk to

you.

( CONTI NUED)



12.

CONTI NUED:

DESTI NY
I"mcalling the police.

FATE
Fine, that's what we want you to
do, but let us in. Sam was
nmurdered. Carl was | aundering
noney at the bank. He tried to
kill me and will kill you too.

DESTI NY
| can't handl e this.

BEN
G ve ne a penny, quick! Push a
penny under the door, now
Fate slides a real PENNY underneath the inaginary door

Ben picks the penny up and pretends to nake it levitate
inair.

Destiny and Ben gaze into each other's eyes.

Destiny affectionately takes the penny from Ben.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Tell her it's for good | uck.
FATE
Sam says it's for good | uck.
Fate cries.
DESTI NY
Sam

Destiny opens the inmagi nary door.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Scene.

The class is silent.
Val erie picks up a chair.

Violently throws it.

VALERI E
Do you call that a cold read?
(beat)
| call it perfection.

( CONTI NUED)



13.
CONTI NUED:

Val erie leads the class into a standing ovation. Valerie
| eans over to her assistant, BART.

VALERI E ( CONT' D)
(firm whisper)
Be sure to pitch themon the del uxe
package. The rent is due.

CUT TGO

EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - HOLLYWOOD - N GHT - LATER

The class has ended. Actors converse on the sidewal k.
Fate snokes a cigarette.

Ben approaches her.

BEN
Can | buy you a cup of coffee?

Fate exhal es SMOKE into Ben's face.

FATE
No.

She wal ks away.
RED (28), the gossipy type, pats Ben on the back.

RED
Gve it up dude. W all struck
out on that one.

BEN
Why, what's her story?

RED
Unl ess you have a Zoot suit, you're
not her type.

BEN
You nean church cl ot hes?

RED
No, she's a sw nger.

BEN
They warned ne about the big city.

( CONTI NUED)



14.
CONTI NUED:

RED
Not that kind of swi ng, Sw ng
dancing to 30's, 40's, and 50's
nmusi c.

BEN
She hangs out with ol d people?

RED
Young ones. She's a regular down
at "The Swing Set." |It's the
hottest joint in town and it's a
Swi ng dance cl ub.

Destiny tries to get Ben's attention. He ignores her.

BEN
That sounds like fun. | used to
play horn in a Jazz band. | always
fant asi zed about dancing I|ike--

DESTI NY
You |l ove dancing? So do I. |I'm
going there tonight. | could teach
you a few steps.

BEN
| don't know.

RED

It helps to know the steps.

BEN
Sure, why not.

CUT TO

EXT. SWNG SET - N GHT
Ben and Destiny wait in a long |ine.

Fate val et parks her CHERCKEE. She wal ks to the front of
the line. The doorman lets her right in.

CUT TO
I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

A band plays on a stage in front of a huge dance fl oor.
An enornous circular bar sits behind the dance fl oor.

( CONTI NUED)



15.
CONTI NUED:
Ben and Destiny enter the club.
Fate is with a group of friends.

BEN
What can you show ne?

DESTI NY
|"mnot a teacher, but 1've had a
few classes. | don't really know
the man's part that well, but "I
try and teach it to you.

Ben and Destiny step onto the

DANCE FLOOR

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Watch ny feet. You step left,
right, rock-step. Left, right,
rock-step.

Ben m mcs her perfectly.

BEN
You nean like this.

DESTI NY
Yeah that's good.

Ben grabs Destiny.

BEN
How do | turn you?

DESTI NY
Ww, you're fast. Slow down. You
rai se your left hand as a cue to
the lady that you are going to
turn--

BEN
VWhat count is the turn on?

DESTI NY
| really don't count, but | think
you rai se your hand when | step to
the right and turn ne when I--

Ben turns Destiny.

( CONTI NUED)



16.
CONTI NUED:

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Wioa, don't forget to rock-step

Ben picks it up instantaneously. He |ooks around the
room at other dancers and is able to mmc their noves by
j ust wat chi ng.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Hey, wait a mnute. You lied to
me. You know how to do this.

BEN
My first tinme, | swear.

DESTI NY
Then you're a natural.

The nusic stops. Ben and Destiny | eave the dance fl oor.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
You're wearing ne out. Let's get
some wat er

They take a seat at the

BAR

The BARTENDER (31), a handsone endearing actor type,
approaches them

BARTENDER
What' Il you have?

DESTI NY
Two waters, please.

Ben observes a couple dancing a lot differently than the
way he and Destiny were dancing. They are SMOOTH RAY
(29) & LISA (27).

Snooth Ray is a tall, dark, and handsone take-charge | adies
man. He sports pants with deep pleats and a 40's style
| etterman sweater with a giant "S" on the chest.

Lisa is a tad beyond petite. She styles a hairdo straight
out of an old novie, a long vintage skirt, and a bl ouse
with wide tricolored horizontal stripes.

BEN
What is that couple doing?

( CONTI NUED)



17.
CONTI NUED:

DESTI NY
That's Ray and Lisa. Even Fate is
not popul ar enough to dance with
him He's doing the Lindyhop. W
wer e doi ng basic East Coast Sw ng.

BEN
| want to |learn to Lindyhop.

DESTI NY
| don't know how to do that. Ray
does Hol | ywood Styl e Lindyhop.

The Bartender brings two waters. Destiny tips himthree
dol | ars.

Ben observes Fate dancing on another part of the dance
fl oor.

BEN
| s that the Lindyhop too, what
Fate is doi ng?

DESTI NY
Yeah, but it's Savoy Style.

BEN
VWhat's the difference?

DESTI NY
Savoy is the original style of
Swing fromthe 20's.

It originated at the Savoy Ballroomin Harlem Hollywood
Style is based on Dean Collins 20 years later in the 40's.

The nusi c stops.

BEN
Excuse ne for a nonent.

Ben wal ks over to Fate on the

DANCE FLOOR
BEN ( CONT' D)
H, Fate. Ben, fromacting class.
FATE
Yeah, | renenber.

( CONTI NUED)



18.

CONTI NUED:

BEN

Let' s dance.
FATE

East Coast, West Coast, or Lindy.
BEN

Wel |, Destiny just showed ne how

to do East Coast. |'ma fast

| earner. |If you show nme the basic

step for the Lindyhop, | know I
could pick it up

FATE
| prefer Lindyhop and | don't dance
W th begi nners. Excuse ne.

Fate wal ks away | eaving Ben on the dance floor. Red,
fromacting class, pats Ben on the back.

RED
East Coast Swing is out. You have
to learn how to Lindyhop. After
you take a few | essons, you'l
have to fight the girls off.

BEN
Where can | |earn how to Lindyhop?
RED
At ADS Any's Dance Studio in
Hol | ywood.
BEN
s it Hollywod Style or Savoy
Styl e?
RED

Strictly Savoy. |If you want to
| earn Hol | ywood Style, you have to
be a part of their clique.

BEN
No, | want to |learn the original
stuff. Thanks for the info.

BEN WALKS BACK OVER TO THE

( CONTI NUED)



19.
CONTI NUED:
BAR

DESTI NY
Shot down by Mss Sw ng Diva
hersel f.

Shoul d have asked nme first. | could have saved you sone
time and troubl e.

BEN
Have you heard of ADS?

DESTI NY
Yeah, that's where |I took ny East
Coast Swi ng | essons.

BEN
Wul d you m nd com ng down there
with ne to | earn how to Li ndyhop?

DESTI NY
Mnd? 1'd |ove to.
BEN
Deal . Let's dance.

Ben | eads Destiny onto the dance fl oor.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. AW'S DANCE STUDI O - DAY - ONE WEEK LATER

An CODD- LOOKI NG COUPLE strolls into a slightly rundown
bui | di ng.

CUT TO

| NT. DANCE STUDI O - DAY

Ben and Destiny are coupled together amdst a rag tag
group of SENI OR CI TI ZENS, CEEKS, | NTROVERTS, AND H G+
SCHOOL SCI ENCE TEACHERS

The instructors are AMY (41), and SAM (36). They are
decked out in goofy polyester costunes. Ay dons a
headset. Although Samis her partner, she still teaches
the | ead and the follow.

BEN

| thought the people would be a
l[ittle nore hip than this.

( CONTI NUED)



20.
CONTI NUED:

DESTI NY
This is who the Swi ngers used to
be before it becane hot. Wen
peopl e want to get good, they cone
here to get ideas for new noves,
but they don't tell anybody.

AWY
On count four and a half you should
be facing al nbost a 180 degrees
fromyour original spot.

BEN
Sonet hi ng doesn't feel right.
She's too technical.

DESTI NY
Don't get cocky. Just follow
i nstructions.

AWY
Men, step all the way out with
your |eft foot on count six. By
this point, you should have turned
anot her 180 degrees so that you
are facing the direction you were
facing in the beginning.

BEN
She's making it nore conplicated
than it really is.

DESTI NY
Be quiet. People are trying to
listen.

AW

On counts seven and eight, nen
triple step and | adi es sw vel your

hi ps.
BEN
No, that's lanme. Try this.
DESTI NY
Stop it. If you don't do it exactly

like she tells us to, she's going
to cone over here and enbarrass
us.

BEN
Trust ne.

( CONTI NUED)



21.
CONTI NUED:

Any runs over to Ben and Desti ny.

AW
What are you doi ng?
(to cl ass)

See class. This is a perfect
exanpl e of what not to do.

DESTI NY
Thank you.

Any wal ks back to the front of the room Ben drags Destiny
to the back of the room

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Where are you goi ng?

BEN
Let's dance in back. She's slow ng
us down.

AWY

Now, let's all try it with nusic.
Any plays dull | ounge nusic.

BEN
This is like a funeral narch

(to Any) |
Hey, speed it up a bit!

Peopl e sni cker

DESTI NY
' m going to | eave.
AW
What's your name, Sir.
BEN
Ben.
AW

Well, Ben. You' ve been trying to
do your own thing all class. |
have a MFA in Dance Ant hropol ogy
and |'ve been teaching and
performng swng for 15 years.
What experience do you have?

BEN
|'ve done a little Jazz dance.

( CONTI NUED)



22.
CONTI NUED:

AW
| s there sonmething you would |ike
to share with the cl ass?

BEN
As a matter of fact thereis. [|I'm
no Swi ng Master, but | do know
that it's not what you do, but the
way that you do it. You ve got to
feel the nusic.

AW
Apparently ny lesson is beneath
you. Since you're obviously a Big
Town performer, why don't you give
us a denonstration?

Destiny pulls away.
AMY ( CONT' D)
It's all right, honey. Dance with
hi m
pl ays up-tenpo Swing nusic. Ben |eads Destiny. She
is frightened and rough.

BEN
Don't anticipate. Just follow ny
| ead. We're not going to do
anyt hi ng you' ve ever done before.
There are no m st akes.

Ben and Destiny are unconventional, but very entertaining.
A circle forns around them

The class claps with the nusic for them

Ben and Destiny finish the song with a com cal grand
finale.

There is | ots of appl ause.

OLD VAN
That guy was a pl ant.

SCl ENCE TEACHER
VWho is he?

| NTROVERT
Ben.

GEEK
Big Town Ben.

( CONTI NUED)



23.
CONTI NUED:
Any and Sam watch Ben with great approval.

SAM
He's got it.

AWY
| knew it the first tinme he
swungout. As an instructor it's
ny job to bring it out of him

CUT TO

MONTAGE

I NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - NI GHT - SI X MONTHS LATER

Ben steps out of the shower. Shaves. Splashes on
aftershave. Lays out a Zoot Suit and black and white
Wng Tip shoes.

CUT TO
| NT. LOBBY - N GHT
Ben slides down the banister of a long stairwell. Checks
hinself out in a huge mrror.

CUT TO

EXT. BEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - NI GHT

Ben Dashes out of the front door. There's a PEEING DOG
in his way. Puts his hands on railing to | eap over dog
while clicking his heels.

CUT TO

EXT. SW NG SET - STREET - N GHT

Ben drives up to the valet in a 1940's convertible Cadillac
acconpani ed by two 21-year-old tw n babes, BUFFY and MJFFY.

A long line waps around the buil ding.

VALET
Good evening, Big Town.

CUT TO



24.

EXT. SW NG SET - FRONT DOCR
Ben and the two girls cut to the front of the |ine.

DOORVAN
Good evening, Big Town. You and
your guests can go right in.

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

As Ben wal ks through the club, everyone says hello. He
cruises by KITTY (26), a pudgy and pushy girl, and W NSTON
(31), an elenentary school teacher beginning his md-life

crisis.

KITTY
He's so sexy.

W NSTON
Big Town is the man.

Ben hands his coat to Kitty. He |eads Buffy and Muffy
onto the dance fl oor.

Kitty hugs the coat and giggles to her friends.

Ben dances with Buffy and Muffy. Buffy and Muffy stand
one behind the other with their | egs spread w de open.
Ben does a baseball slide through both of their |egs.

A crowd forns around Ben. They clap for him Ben breaks
away from Buffy and Muffy. Ben freestyles by hinself.
Reclainms them Dips both of themas the music ends.

Ben wal ks over to Kitty with his coat. Extends his arns.
Kitty puts his coat on him

KITTY
Can | buy you a drink, Big Town?

BEN
Just sone water.

Ben sits on a barstool. Leans against the bar with his
arnms outstretched on the counter. Wnston approaches
Ben.

W NSTON

| really like your style. Do you
t each?

( CONTI NUED)



25.

CONTI NUED:
BEN
Buf fy, would you give himone of
nmy cards?
MUFFY
' m Muf fy.
BIG TOWN
Ri ght .

Muf fy hands Wnston a card.

W NSTON
Do you teach with thenf
BIG TOWN
They're visiting from Sweden. [|'m

just showi ng them around as a favor
for a friend of mne.

W NSTON
Looks like your friend did you the
favor. I'Il call you.

As Wnston wal ks away, Kitty returns with two girls who
| ook better than Buffy and Miffy.

KITTY
Big Towmn, ny friends are visiting
from Phi | adel phia. Wuld you dance
with then?

BEN
I|"mreally hot right now | was
just about to step outside with ny
water and cool off. Try nme later.

KITTY

s 15 m nutes | ong enough?
BEN

It mght be. 1 don't know.
KITTY

W'l find you.
Ben rises fromthe barstool.

BEN
Muffy, Buffy--

BUFFY
"' m Mffy.

( CONTI NUED)



26.

CONTI NUED:

BEN
Yeah, whatever. Run along and
play. I'mgoing to take a break

Ben fans them away w th his hand.

CUT TO

EXT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Ben steps outside to cool off in the snoking area.
Al though it's outside, it's one too many snokers and Ben
doesn't snmoke. He gags and heads back i nside.

SMOKER
Pl ease.

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Fate dances with a STUD (27), but he is not very good.
Ben stands on the edge of the dance floor. AUSTIN (38),
presents JEANETTE (50), but still sexy.

AUSTI N
H, Big Tomm. M nane is Austin
and this is Jeanette. W're here
fromAustralia on business. Wuld
you m nd showi ng ny honey bun a
f ew nmoves?

Ben keeps his eyes affixed on Fate.

BEN
Actual ly, I'm-

Jeanette rubs her breasts against Ben's arm It feels
good.

JEANETTE
Pl ease. You're so exciting.
really want to | earn how to dance.

BEN
Wy not ?

Ben | eads Jeanette onto the dance fl oor.
BEN ( CONT' D)
Do you know t he basic step?

( CONTI NUED)
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JEANETTE
| don't know anyt hi ng.

Ben turns his back towards Jeanette.
Jeanette puts her hands on Ben's hi ps.

BEN
Look at my feet. You want to step
right, left, rock-step. Right,
left, rock-step. O slow, slow,
qui ck-qui ck. Sl ow, slow, quick-
qui ck.

JEANETTE
So, why do they call you Big Ben.

Jeanette sensually licks her I|ips.

BEN
It's Big Town Ben.

Jeanette can't get the steps.

JEANETTE
This is too nuch |i ke school .
Let's just dance.

Ben gently places Jeanette in his arnms into cl osed
posi tion.

BEN
Just rock back and forth. Follow
ny lead for the turns. Pretend
l"m"Si mon" and ny hands are "Says."

Austin waves to Ben and Jeanette.
Ben waves back.
Jeanette pulls Ben's body close to hers.

JEANETTE
Cone on, Big Town.
(spittle drools from
t he corner of her
nout h)
Make it nasty.

BEN

Ah, | don't think you're boyfriend
will like that.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ben attenpts to | ead Jeanette. She's devoid of rhythm
and out of control. Jeanette turns herself. She tries
to dip herself, but Ben catches her. The band ends their
song. Jeanette squeezes Ben's ass.

Whoal BEN ( CONT' D)
oa!

Ben hurries Jeanette off of the dance fl oor.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Ww, that was fun. Well, | need
to take a break. Bye-bye, now

Austin runs over to Jeanette and Ben.

AUSTI N
Honey, you were great.

BEN
She's all yours, now.

JEANETTE
That was so nuch fun. Let nme buy
you a dri nk.

BEN
No, that's all right

AUSTI N
We insist. What will you have?

BEN
What ever you' re drinking.

Austin turns around. Leans on the bar.

AUSTI N
Three Fosters, please.

Jeanette grabs Ben's ass again. He squirns. Austin turns
ar ound.

AUSTI N ( CONT' D)
My honey bun is really sonething
el se, isn't she?
Austin hands everyone a Fosters.

BEN
Oh, yes, indeed. Definitely.

( CONTI NUED)
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AUSTI N
Say, Big Town, while we're in town,
m ght you be able to show Jeanette
around one day while |I'mtaking
care of business.

BEN
What do you do?

Jeanette nmoves behind Austin. She swall ows the neck of
the bottle Iike a | ong schlong.

AUSTI N
l'ma hit nman.

Ben spits out his Fosters all over Austin.

BEN
Excuse me, I'mso sorry. It went
down the wrong pipe.

AUSTI N
No har m done.

Ben stunbles to grab napkins fromthe bar. A business
card falls out of his pocket.

Jeanette picks the card up

Ben pats down Austin's clothes. Jeanette hel ps pat down
Austin. She sensually places her hand over Ben's assisting
wi th each stroke.

Ben snatches his hand back

AUSTI N ( CONT' D)
Vll, I"'mnot really a hit man.
More like a | aw enforcer.

BEN
|"mreally busy this week.

AUSTI N
That's OK, we're in town for a
nmonth. Do you have a card?

BEN
Sorry, I'mall out.

JEANETTE

| have one right here. You dropped
it.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
Lucky me. GCh, but my phone isn't
wor ki ng.
JEANETTE

Your card has your pager nunber on
it.

BEN
| lost it.

JEANETTE
But, you're wearing it right now

BEN
[t's not m ne.

Jeanette renoves a cell phone fromher purse. She calls
Ben's pager. |t BEEPS.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Oh ny God, it is mne.
AUSTI N
You're pretty funny, aye.
BEN
Aye.
AUSTI N
W'l |l be seeing you.
BEN
(munbl es)

In a grave.
Austin | eads Jeanette away by the arm Jeanette turns
her head towards Ben. Seductively noistens her lips with
her tongue. Jeanette and Austin disappear into the crowd.

Ben wal ks around to the other side of the

BAR
He takes a seat next to Destiny.
They notice Fate entering with a crowd of friends and

followers. Anmong themis BOBBY & CINDY, a flashy Savoy
Style couple in their md-20's.

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY
That dress is nmuch too tight, the
slit is way too high, and the bl ouse
is cut way too | ow.

BEN
| like the way she dresses. She
woul d probably nake a good partner
but 1've never had the chance to
dance with her

C ndy addresses Fate's entourage.

Cl NDY
Tonmorrow i s Fate's birthday.
BOBBY
Then 1'1l have to take ny birthday
licks.
C ndy snmacks Bobby.
DESTI NY

She's so obsessed wi th being
popul ar; you practically have to
take a nunber to dance with her

BEN

VWhat was t hat?
DESTI NY

| said she wants to be seen
BEN

No, what you said after that
RED

| said the only way you'll ever

get to dance with that trollop is
if you take a nunber

BEN
Destiny, you're a genius. | could
ki ss you.

Ben runs over to the stage. Wispers to the BANDLEADER

BANDL EADER
Fellows, forma circle around Fate.
Tonmorrow i s her birthday. W're
going to have a birthday dance.
Every guy gets a turn

( CONTI NUED)
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The nusic starts. Three guys dance with Fate individually.
Ben leaps into the circle next. Ben and Fate Lindyhop.

FATE
Ww, you're very good. | notice
you have your own style.

BEN
Watch this.

Ben i nprovi ses noves no one has ever seen before. They
are wonderful .

FATE
You' re fun.

BEN
| think I'"'min heaven.

The crowd swoons with rmaddeni ng excitenment. Ben executes
basic lifts with Fate. NELSON (28), a fledgling "wannabe",
keeps trying to cut in.

NEL SON
Hey, he's hogging her. 1t's ny
turn.

W NSTON

That's Big Town. You have to give
hi mrespect. They | ook good
t oget her.

The song ends. Ben and Fate wal k off of the floor armin
arm

FATE
|'ve never done lifts before.
That was exciting.

BEN
That was just baby stuff. 1've
got lots of tapes and clips. W
could go down to the beach if you
want to learn the real stuff.

A straight |aced twenty-sonething couple, LARRY & M NDY,
stops Ben and Fate.

M NDY
You all are incredible.

LARRY
Are you professional dancers?

( CONTI NUED)
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M NDY
Were do you teach?

LARRY
How | ong have you been partners?

FATE
Not | ong enough.

Fate |l ooks into Ben's eyes. Smles. Ben smles back at
her.

BEN
That all depends.

Destiny stornms out of the club.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ben and Fate sit on a blanket in a grassy area with palm
trees. Ben swigs froma bottle of water. Hands the bottle
to Fate. She takes a swig. Ben peruses through a runpled
pil e of notes.

BEN
You're such a natural. You're
| earni ng everything so fast.

FATE
| have a great teacher

BEN
War med up?

FATE
Sur e.

BEN
Let's try a Candlestick. | place
you into a handstand over ny head.
Usually we'll go into it froma

side-to- side straddle, but let's
take it fromcenter straddle to
practice. Ready.

FATE
Let's go for it.

Ben tries to swing Fate into a Candl estick, but he can't
get her high enough.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
You need to kick back harder, or
it's a dead-lift bench press for
ne.

FATE
Let's try again.

Ben swings Fate into a Candl estick. She gets a little
hi gher.

BEN
That was better, but it's still
not there. Trust ne.

FATE
That's easy for you to say. You're
on the bottom

BEN
Sit down for a nmonent.

Ben and Fate sit on the blanket. He swigs fromthe water
bottle. Hands it to Fate.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Can you keep a secret?
FATE
Depends on what it is?
BEN
It's yes or no?
FATE
Yes.
BEN

|"ve never told anyone this before
inny whole life, but 1"'mgoing to
trust you never to tell anyone.

Prom se?
FATE
| prom se
BEN
When | was in high-school | was a
real geek. | used to ride the

cheese wagon, tote ny books around
in a Sansonite carry on, and drag
ny trunpet and keyboard to school

( MORE)
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BEN ( CONT' D)
5 days a week. | wore atie
everyday because | thought | was
bei ng GQ but everybody el se was
t hi nki ng- -

FATE
Gee whi z.

BEN
My senior year | went to a new
hi gh- school. | didn't have many
friends. | hated finding a table
to sit at during lunch. The one
time | tried, everyone got up and
noved to anot her table.

FATE
What did you do?

BEN
| would take ny lunch to the band
room everyday and play on nmy Casio
keyboard. | spent ny entire senior
year lunch hours in the band room

FATE
Ww. That's a touching story. |
appreciate you for sharing that

with nme. 1'll share a secret with
you if you prom se not to tel
anyone.

BEN
| prom se

FATE

My Dad died when | was 8 years old
Wi th no insurance. M nomdidn't

have nmuch noney and was too proud

to take handouts.

BEN
|'"'mso sorry to hear that.

FATE
All the kids wore Nikes and | want ed
to replace mne, but ny Mom woul dn't
buy me a new pair. | rode around
on ny bi ke and used the sol es of
my old Nikes to stop ny bike.

( MORE)
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FATE ( CONT' D)
| did that until | wore holes in
ny sneakers. \Wen ny nom noti ced,
she took me to the store to get a
new pair of sneakers. She didn't
have enough noney to afford Nikes,
so she bought ne Pro-Keds instead.

BEN
Pro Keds? GCh, wow. | know you
didn't wear those to school.

FATE
You're right, | didn't. | would
put on the Keds in the norning,
but slip ny old pair of N kes on
at the bus stop.

BEN
But didn't they have holes in then?

FATE
They sure did. You could even see
my toes. So, the kids started
calling ne "Fritos."

BEN
"Free Toes." That's funny.

FATE
Maybe it is now, but not to an 8-
year-old girl froma single parent
home. The name stuck with ne all
t hroughout el ementary school and
hi gh-school. No one woul d ever
take me seriously. Everyone al ways
t hought of nme as Fritos and woul dn't
include nme in their circles. |
was i gnor ed.

BEN
Looki ng at you, | would have never
known.

FATE
| prom sed nyself that once | left
t hat town, no one would ever ignore
me agai n.

BEN
| prom se you, I'll never ignore
you. Your secret is safe with ne.
Trust ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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Fate wi pes a tear from her eye.

FATE
Let's try this nove, again.

Ben and Fate nove back onto the grass. Ben sw ngs Fate
into a Candl estick. He bal ances her perfectly.

FATE
Am | straight?

BEN
| think so?

ROLLERBLADERS watch i n amazenent.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Excuse ne. |Is she straight?

ROLLERBLADERS
Yeah, baby.

FATE

See how |l ong you can hold ne. Try
to wal k around.

Ben wal ks around and dances in place while keeping Fate
in a Candl estick. Ben puts Fate back onto the ground.

BEN / FATE
Yes!

CUT TO

MONTAGE

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY
Ben and Fate funble through tricks in the grassy area.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ben tries to let Fate slide down his back froma
Candl estick. She falls. He |aughs.

CUT TO
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EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ben lowers Fate into a split. She kicks Ben's |eg knocki ng
hi m down. Fate | aughs.

CUT TGO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ben sits on the blanket reviewi ng his notes. Fate dunps
the water bottle over his head. Ben chases Fate into the
sand and into the water.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ben stands in the water. Fate runs towards Ben. Ben
lifts her above his head into an angel.

CUT TGO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Fate | eaps onto Ben's back. Ben gives her a piggyback
ride out of the water, through the sand, and back to the
grassy area.

END MONTAGE

CUT TO
EXT. SWNG SET - N GHT
A long line waps around the buil ding.

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Ben dances with Kitty on the dance floor. The nusic stops.
He gives her a kiss on the cheek. Heads for the

( CONTI NUED)
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BAR

Ben plops down on a stool. Puts a few "ones" on the
counter.

The Bartender slides a glass of water down the counter to
Ben.

Destiny takes a seat next Ben. A flyer is clasped in her
hands.

DESTI NY
Ben, have you seen this?

BEN
The Big Deal Studios Swi ng Dance
Cont est ?

DESTI NY

Yeah. First place is a part dancing
in their new novie Swi ng Fever.

BEN
VWhat about it?

DESTI NY
What about it? W could get our
SAG cards if we win this.

BEN
| thought you already knew. Fate
and | are going to enter the contest
t oget her.

DESTI NY
| can't believe you're telling ne
this. She's all wong for you.
She can't dance, and she's al
about herself. Besides, | heard
she was living with sonmeone.

BEN
W' ve been working on a few noves
and | think she's good.

DESTI NY
You'll be sorry.

Destiny gets off the stool. Crunples up the flyer. Tosses
it in Ben's face and wal ks away.

DI SSCLVE TO
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EXT. BEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY
Swi ng nusi c blasts through the wi ndows of the | obby.

CUT TO

| NT. LOBBY - DAY

Ben and Fate dance in the mddle of the |obby.

Fate breaks away from Ben. She takes a seat in a chair.
Ben wal ks over to a boom box. Stops the nusic.

BEN
Hep, hep. W need to nail this
routine if we're going to win that
cont est .

FATE
|"mtired. Al you ever want to
do is practice. Can't we just
dance?

BEN
No, we need to rehearse if we're
going to be the best.

FATE
It's not fun anynore. |'m going
honme to take a shower and then |I'm
going to the Swing Set.

BEN
| f you have energy to go hang out
in a club, then you have energy to
rehear se.

Ben restarts the nusic. He grabs Fate's hand. She
snatches it away from Ben

FATE
| said no. If you want to dance,
"1l be at the Swi ng Set.

BEN
The Swing Set. That's a horrible
pl ace to practice. Too many
di stractions and peopl e can see
our noves.

( CONTI NUED)
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FATE

Who sai d anyt hi ng about practicing?
' m going to have fun

BEN
| don't know if | can work |ike
this.

FATE
Take it or leave it. |'mout of
her e.

Fate grabs a bag full of her things. She exits the
bui | di ng.

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - BAR - NI GHT

Ben | eans agai nst the bar next to Destiny. He stares at
Fate who is dancing with Snboth Ray. He sports his
letterman "S" sweater.

BEN
Look at her. She really thinks
she's all that.

DESTI NY
No, you think she's all that.

BEN
She' s supposed to be ny partner,
but it seens like I'"'mthe only guy
who can't dance with her

DESTI NY
She's really not that good, and
she has no rhyt hm

As the nusic stops, Ben pushes through the

DANCE FLOOR
to Fate and Snooth Ray.
FATE
(i nnocent)

H, Ben. Do you know Ray? He's a
terrific--

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
(condescends)
Say Ray, what does the "S" stand
for?

SMOOTH RAY
Snoot h.

BEN
Li ke a snake.
(To Fate)
Anyway, | want to dance with you
now.

FATE
"' mdancing with Ray right now

The band plays a really sw nging tune.

BEN

But, this is a good Lindy song.
FATE

They' || be plenty of other Lindy

songs. You'll get your turn.
BEN

That's what |'mtal king about. |
shoul dn't have to wait in line.
" m your partner.

FATE

Ben, you're being rude. W'l
dance | ater.

MONTAGE

I NT. SWNG SET - DANCE FLOOR - NI GHT

Ben approaches Fate on the dance fl oor.

BEN
Can we dance, now?
FATE
Not right now, |I'mdancing with

Bill.

CUT TO

CUT TO

42.
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Ben catches Fate | eaving the dance fl oor.

BEN
My turn.

FATE
| have to go to the | adies room
first.

CUT TGO

I NT. SWNG SET - LADI ES ROOM - NI GHT

Fate | eaves the ladies room Ben wal ks towards her.
Anot her guy drags Fate onto the dance floor before Ben
can get close to her

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - DANCE FLOOR - NI GHT

The band stops playing. Ben pushes through the dance
fl oor towards Fate.

BEN
Let's dance.

FATE
Wait until the band comes back on
| don't like the CD nusic.

CUT TGO

I NT. SWNG SET - BAR - NI GHT

The band plays. Ben runs towards Fate. Another guy drags
her onto the dance floor, first.

CUT TGO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Destiny shakes her head with di sgust

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY
Fool .

CUT TO

| NT. SWNG SET - BAR - N GHT
Ben approaches Fate at the bar drinking water.

BEN
The band is playing your favorite
song. Let's go for it.

FATE
I"mtired of that song. Wit for
t he next one.

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - DANCE FLOOR - NI GHT

Al'l of the guys that danced with Fate have forned a big
circle around her. They are taking turns dancing with
her every few phrases.

CUT TGO
| NT. SWNG SET - N GHT
Destiny gawks from af ar.
DESTI NY
Li ndy Wore.
CUT TO

| NT. SWNG SET - DANCE FLOOR - NI GHT
Ben hops into the circle. Wen it's his turn to dance

with Fate, two guys literally shove Ben out of the way to
let a girl dance with Fate. The nusic stops.

END MONTAGE
CUT TO
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Fate | eaves the dance floor. Ben grabs Fate by the arm

BEN
We haven't danced all night and
I"mreally starting to get sick of
this ganme you're playing.

FATE
Let go of nmy arm you're hurting
ne.
Ben rel eases his hold.
BEN
"' m sorry.
FATE

I"'mreally tired right now |
need to take a break before |

col | apse.
BEN
(irate)
Wel |, you should be. You've been

dancing with every guy in the joint,
but me. Wat are you?

FATE
| really don't appreciate your
tone of voice. Maybe it's better
if we don't talk right now unti
you becone a little nore respectful.

SMOOTH RAY approaches Fate.

SMOOTH RAY
Can | buy you a drink, Fate?

FATE
Ray. ..

There is sexual chem stry between Snmooth Ray and Fate.
Ben picks up on it.

FATE ( CONT' D)
|'d | ove one.

Fate takes Snooth Ray by the arm Prances to the bar.

Ben stares at Fate with a blank | ook on his face.

( CONTI NUED)
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Destiny observes fromafar. She is appall ed.

DESTI NY
Bi t ch.

BAR
Snoboth Ray and Fate take a seat at the bar.

BARTENDER
What can | get you?

FATE
"1l just have a Di et Coke.

SMOOTH RAY
(to Bartender)
Make that two D et Cokes.

The Bartender grabs a couple of glasses.

SMOOTH RAY ( CONT' D)
Listen Fate; | want you to hear ne
out first before you say anything.
| know you're partnering wth Ben.
| respect that. He's a great dancer
and a heck of a person. Lisa and
| just split up. |'mnot | ooking
for a new partner, but | would
just like to show you a few noves
in case ny agent calls for an
audi tion or sonet hing.

FATE
Just a few noves?

SMOOTH RAY
Just a few noves. How s your
Hol | ywood Styl e?

Snooth Ray and Fate sip fromtheir gl asses.

devilishly at each other.

They smle

DI SSOLVE TO
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EXT. SW NG SET - N GHT - NEXT WEEK

Ben and Fate arrive in his Cadillac. He valets the car.
They cut to the front of the line. The doorman all ows
themto walk right into the club

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Ben and Fate enter the club. They nake a circle around
the entire club to see who's there and to | et everyone
know t hat they have arrived.

BEN
Let's practice our Lindy to up
tenpo Junp Bl ues.

FATE
Not now, we just got here. Let's
have a drink first.

Ben and Fate take a seat at the

BAR
BARTENDER
What' Il you have?
FATE
Long I sl and.
BEN

A Long Island? That's a terrible
drink to have to go danci ng.

FATE
But, a perfect one for fun,

EDGE OF DANCE FLOOR

JOSH (30), a tall, dark, and handsone Hol | ywood Style
Li ndyhopper, |eaves the dance floor with MARIA (22), a
vol upt uous sex-pot. Snooth Ray intercepts.

SMOOTH RAY
Excuse us, sweetie, | need to talk
to my boy for a second.

Maria is irritated.

( CONTI NUED)
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SMOOTH RAY ( CONT' D)
Oh, I'msorry.
(flicks a PENNY at
Mari a)
Here's a penny for your trouble.

Snooth Ray | eads Josh towards the bar.

JCsH
Snoot h, are you crazy? She was
down.

SMOOTH RAY

What woul d you give to spend a
weekend skiing at Big Bear with
two Laker Grls?

JOSH
My not her.
SMOOTH RAY
"1l pick her up on Tuesday.
JOSH
You got us dates with two Laker
girls?
SMOOTH RAY

They want to learn how to Sw ng.
Soneone owes ne a favor on a cabin.
Gve ne a couple a weeks, but it's
definitely on

Maria grabs Josh's shoul der. She drags hi m back onto the
dance fl oor.

Snoot h Ray wal ks over to the

BAR
He approaches Fate. Kisses her hand.

SMOOTH RAY ( CONT' D)
Wul d you do ne the honor of one
dance with you?

BEN

We just got here, Hollywood. W're
going to have sone drinks first.

( CONTI NUED)
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SMOOTH RAY
(to Ben)
That's M. Holl ywood to you
(to Fate)
but my friends call ne Snoot h.

FATE
Snooth, |I'd | ove to dance.

BEN
Don't expect ne to watch your drink
for you.

Snooth Ray takes Fate by the hand. He |eads her onto the
dance fl oor.

BEN ( CONT' D)
(munbl es)
So, it's like that now.

Ben runs over to Destiny. Nelson is talking to her.

NEL SON
Wul d you like to dance?

DESTI NY
Sur e.

Ben steps in front of Nel son.

BEN
She owes ne one first, Nel son.
You'll have to wait your turn

BEN DRAGS DESTI NY ONTO THE

DANCE FLOOR

near Fate and Snooth Ray. Ben focuses his attention on
them Fate focuses her attention on Ben and Desti ny.
Smoot h Ray and Destiny notice what's going on.

Each couple tries to outdo the other. Fate pulls Snpoth
Ray cl ose to her body.

BEN
pulls Destiny close to his body.

Each coupl es' noves start to becone nmuch nore suggesti ve.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ben and Fate are enraged, but Snpboth Ray and Destiny seem
to be having a pretty good tine.

BEN

drops to his knees and pretends to kiss Destiny's derriere.

FATE

pushes Snooth Ray down to his knees. He mmcs Ben's
nove, but he's facing her pelvic region.

BEN

breaks away from Destiny. He pushes Snoboth Ray away from
Fat e.

BEN ( CONT' D)
| think that's enough.

SMOOTH RAY
What's your problen? W were just
danci ng.

BEN

You and all that snooth Hol | ywood
crap. You're trying to nove in on
my partner and |I'mnot going to

| et you get away with.

A crowd gat hers around Ben and Snooth Ray.

W NSTON
Big Town and Snooth Ray are going
at it.

SMOOTH RAY

Now, why did you have to go and
insult ny style of dance. Lot's

of people do Hol | ywood Style Lindy.
Hol l ywood is in. Savoy Style is
out .

BEN
Hol | ywood style is for people who
aren't good enough to do the real
stuff --

Savoy Style. The pure and original formof Sw ng dance.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mor e peopl e gat her around.

SMOOTH RAY
Hol | ywood Styl e Lindyhoppers can
out swing any Savoy Style
Li ndyhopper any day, any tine,
anypl ace.

The crowd begins to divide itself behind Snmooth Ray or
Ben.

BEN
How about right now?
SMOOTH RAY
You' re on!
BEN

Let's do this!
Ben and Snoboth Ray break away into their canps.
W NSTON
Everyone cl ear the dance fl oor!
There's going to be a sw ngout
bet ween the Hol | ywood Style
Li ndyhoppers and the Savoy Style
Li ndyhopper s!

The dance floor clears out into an enor nous

JAM Cl RCLE

The Hol | ywood Styl e Lindyhoppers send their first

HOLLYWOOD LI NDY COUPLE

onto the dance floor. They do a brief solo with very
interesting footwork, then return to their canp.

The Savoy Styl e Lindyhoppers send their first

SAVOY LI NDY COUPLE

into the circle. They outdo the Holl ywod Style couple
in footwork, then return to their canp.

( CONTI NUED)
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SMOOTH RAY

| eads a group of Hollywood Style Lindyhoppers onto the
floor to do their version of

THE " SHI M SHAM SH MW" SW NG LI NE DANCE

The crowd screans. They |eave the fl oor.

BEN

| eads a group of the Savoy Style Lindyhoppers onto the
floor to do their version of the

"Bl G APPLE" SW NG LI NE DANCE

They get a bigger reaction fromthe crowd. They |eave
the floor.

The Hol | ywood Styl e Lindyhoppers send out a

TAP DANCE GUY
He does an el aborate tap dance solo. Returns to his canp.

The Savoy Styl e Lindyhoppers send a

TAP DANCE G RL
She does a high energy tap dance solo interm xed with
BREAK DANCI NG  She garners nore applause. Returns to
her canp.
SMOOTH RAY
Big Town!!!
FATE

runs into the mddl e of the dance fl oor and bows her head.
BEN SENDS
DESTI NY

into the mddle of the dance floor. She faces Fate.
Bows her head.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN AND SMOOTH RAY

si mul taneously run fromout of their canps and vault over
their girl's heads landing into half splits.

Ben and Snooth Ray grab their girls and go at it. Each
coupl e goes crazy trying to outdo each other's lifts,
di ps, flips, and tricks.

The nusi c concludes with each couple performng a dramatic
exit.

NELSON
Show s over. Can we dance now?

Swi ngers pour back onto the floor to dance to the next
song.

DESTI NY
That was so nuch fun

BEN
Excuse ne for a nonent.

Ben wal ks over to Fate.

BEN ( CONT' D)
It's all over now. |'m hungry.
Let's get sonething to eat.

FATE
|"mnot ready to | eave, yet.

BEN
| thought we were cool. Cone on,
now. It's late.

FATE
| f you want to go eat, you go eat.
|'mstaying. [|'Il get a ride home

from sonebody el se.

BEN
You nmean |ike Ray.

FATE
Yeah, |like Ray. Ray will give ne
a ride hone.

BEN
You're inpossible. Fine, then |et
Ray take you hone. |[|'m| eaving.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ben stornms away from Fate. He passes Destiny.
DESTI NY
What is it with you and that girl?
She's a loser and a cupcake. Forget
about her.

BEN
Save it.

CUT TO

EXT. SW NG SET - PARKING LOT - N GHT

The val et brings Ben his Cadillac. Ben hops in and
screeches out of the parking |ot.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BEN S APARTMENT - DAY

Ben fills a vase with water in the kitchen sink. The
cordl ess phone is perched between his ear and shoul der.

CUT TO

EXT. CONVERTI BLE - DAY

Fate rides in the passenger seat talking on her cell phone.
The driver of the convertible cannot be seen.

CUT TO
| NTERCUT - BEN I N APARTMENT & FATE | N CONVERTI BLE

FATE
| don't feel |ike rehearsing
t oni ght.
BEN
We don't have to. | really wanted
to talk to you though.
FATE
About what ?
BEN

About things. It's hard to explain.

Just conme by at 8:00 and we can chat then.

( CONTI NUED)
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FATE
Tonight is really not a good night.
BEN
Pl ease, Fate. It's really
inportant. | won't take no for an
answer .
FATE

VWhat ever. Eight o' clock then.

BEN
See you then.

END | NTERCUT SEQUENCE

CUT TO

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Ben unw aps a DOZEN ROSES. Places themin a vase on the
ki tchen tabl e.

CUT TO

EXT. CONVERTI BLE - DAY

Fate puts her cell phone in her purse.

PULL BACK TO REVEAL

the driver of the convertible is Snooth Ray.

SMOOTH RAY
Way didn't you tell hin

FATE
| didn't feel like arguing with
him 1'Il |eave hima nessage on

hi s pager.
Smoot h Ray parks the car in front of an apartnment conpl ex.
Fate puts her arms around Snmooth Ray. They engage in a
passi onate Kiss.

CUT TO
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EXT. BEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY
Destiny wal ks up to the intercom D als a code.

CUT TO

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Ben prepares food. The tel ephone RINGS. Ben picks up
t he cordl ess tel ephone.

BEN
Hel | o.

CUT TO

EXT. BEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY
Destiny talks into the intercom
DESTI NY
H Ben, it's Destiny. | was in
the area and thought |I mght stop
by to borrow a few of your vintage
Swing clips to watch.
The door BUZZES. Destiny enters the building.

CUT TO

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Ben reads from a reci pe book. G abs sone condinents from
the pantry. The DOORBELL RINGS. Ben wal ks through the

LI VI NG ROOM

and opens his door. Destiny enters. Ben heads back into
t he kitchen.

DESTI NY
Yum \Wat snells so good?

Destiny wal ks over to a bookcase. She fondles Ben's video
col | ecti on.

BEN (Q. S.)
"' m making a feast for tonight.

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY
Oh, you shoul dn't have.

Destiny thunbs through a photo album It's filled with
PI CTURES OF FATE. Destiny pretends to stick her finger
down her throat to nmake herself throw up.

BEN
Ha- ha. Very funny.
DESTI NY
You never cook. Wat's the

occasi on?

Destiny wal ks into the

Kl TCHEN

Ben nervously stares at Destiny. He can't |ook her square
in the eye.

BEN
(stutters)
My grandnmother. She's in town
this week for a Home- Econom cs
convention. She'll be here | ater
on.

Destiny caresses the roses.
DESTI NY
You're so sweet. These roses are
gor geous.
Destiny pinches Ben's cheeks.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Maki ng di nner for your grandma.

Ben m xes chocolate in a bow .

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)

What are you doing? | have nothing
to do tonight. Let ne stay and
hel p.

BEN

(stutters)
No, you don't have to do that. |
don't know if that's such a good
i dea.

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY
No, | insist.

Destiny snatches the m xing bow from Ben

CUT TO

MONTAGE

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Ben hands condinents fromthe pantry to Destiny while she
grills chicken on the stove.

CUT TGO

I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Ben and Destiny knead dough on the table. They formtiny
i ndi vi dual pizza crusts.

CUT TO

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

A SMOKE ALARM RI NGS. Snoke pours out of the kitchen
Destiny opens wi ndows. Ben fans the snoke al arm

CUT TO
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY
Destiny m xes cake mx in a bow. She hands Ben the spoon
to lick.

CUT TO

| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY

Ben and Destiny wash dishes. Destiny splashes Ben. Ben
spl ashes her back. It erupts into a full-fledged water
war .

CUT TGO
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EXT. ROOFTOP - GAZEBO - N GHT - LATER

Destiny spreads a white tablecloth across a banboo table.
A boom box in the corner plays Swing tunes. Ben |ooks at
hi s

WATCH
7:45
BEN
You have to go. M grandnot her
will be here any mnute. | don't
want her to know | had help. [|I'm

trying to inpress her.
Destiny places two candles on the table.

DESTI NY
Hold on. Let ne add the finishing
t ouches.

Lights them She sets several covered dishes on the table.
Ben' s pager goes off.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
| bet that's her right now. She
probably got stuck in traffic.

Ben whi ps out his cell phone. He calls his pager. Ben
hol ds his cell phone to his ear.

FATE (O.S.)
H Ben, this is Fate. |'m not
com ng tonight, tonorrow night, or
any night thereafter. This is
just too nmuch and too weird. Ray
and | are dating and we' ve deci ded
to be partners. Good | uck.

Ben slowy renoves the phone fromhis ear and stares at
it. Lets it fall onto the table. Picks up a bottle of
chanpagne.

DESTI NY
What happened? Where is she?

Ben slings the chanpagne bottle crashing into a wall.

BEN
Damm, damm, damm, damm, damm!

( CONTI NUED)
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Destiny stops what she is doing because she doesn't know
how t o respond.

BEN ( CONT' D)
She's not coming. Now or ever.
She said we're not partners anynore.
She's dating and dancing with Ray.

DESTI NY
(i nfuri ated)
You mean to tell, all this tine
you let me believe | was making
di nner for your grandnother when
you were trying to--

Ben hol ds his hands over his head. Cries.

Destiny puts her arnms around him They sit together on
t he couch. Ben cries on her shoul der.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. ROOFTOP - GAZEBO - NI GHT - LATER

Ben and Destiny sit on the couch swi gging froma chanpagne
bottle. They dip strawberries into a bowl of whip cream
thromng themin the air, trying to catch themin their
nout hs.

BEN
Ever had a broken heart?

DESTI NY
Anyt hi ng made can be broken

BEN
Ever felt Iike you were dating
sonebody and never actually kissed?
O ever fallen in I ove with sonebody
and never had a date?

DESTI NY
| was seeing this guy once for
about three nonths. | felt like
we were soul mates. We had never
actual ly kissed, but for all intents
pur poses we were dating. Wen
finally tried to kiss him he
stopped ne and told nme that he was
engaged- -
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BEN
| thought you were going to say
t hat he was gay.

DESTI NY
To a nan.

Ben and Destiny chuckl e.

BEN
If you're trying to cheer ne up
it's not going to work. How cone
we never talked like this before?

DESTI NY
If I knew, we would have tal ked
like this before.

Ben and Destiny gaze into each other's eyes. A steany
sultry tune plays on the boom box.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Let's dance.

Destiny tugs on Ben's hand pulling himoff of the couch.

BEN
No, | don't feel I|ike dancing.

Destiny pulls Ben out of the Gazebo.

CUT TO

EXT. ROOFTOP - N GHT

Destiny drags Ben into the mddl e of the rooftop.

BEN
Pl ease stop. That's not what |
want .

DESTI NY

Then what do you want ?

BEN
| want you just to hold ne.

Destiny puts her arms around Ben. Ben holds her close to
his body. They sway with the nusic.

( CONTI NUED)
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Destiny gazes into Ben's EYES.

MATCHCUT TQO

MONTAGE SEQUENCE

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT

Destiny lies on her back on a blanket in the sand. Ben
straddl es her. Gazes into her EYES.

CUT TO
| NTERCUT VENI CE BEACH & ROOFTOP
EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT
Destiny runs her hands across Ben's SH RT.
MATCHCUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT

Destiny tears open Ben's SHHRT. Ben tears off Destiny's
shirt.

CUT TGO

EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT
Ben runs his LIPS al ong one of Destiny's arns.

MATCHCUT TGO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT

Ben hol ds up one of Destiny's legs. Hi s LIPS kiss her
from her ankl e down.

CUT TGO
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EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT

Ben spins Destiny. Slides both hands down her body as he
slinks to his knees.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT
Desti ny noans.

CUT TO

EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT

Destiny sticks one | eg between Ben's legs in the Tango
fashi on.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N CGHT
Ben npans.

CUT TO

EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT

Ben turns Destiny away fromhim Places one arm around
her wai st. Dances behind her.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT
Ben's lips slowy kiss Destiny's ear from behind.

CUT TO

EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT
Destiny gasps. She pulls Ben close to her body.

CUT TGO
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EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT

Destiny's fingernails claw into Ben's back draw ng bl ood.
CUT TO

END MONTAGE & | NTERCUT SEQUENCE

EXT. ROOFTOP - NI GHT
Ben gasps.
Destiny continues to hold Ben as they sway to the nusic.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - N GHT

BEN AND DESTI NY stand in front of a CAMPFI RE on the beach
whi | e wearing BLACK HOODED ROBES.

DESTI NY
Dearly bel oved, we are gathered
here tonight to say goodbye to the
menory of Fate.
Destiny swigs froma CHAMPAGNE BOTTLE

Passes it to BEN

BEN
No, thanks. |'ve had too nmuch to
dri nk.

DESTI NY

No, you have to take a dri nk!

Ben takes a sw g.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)

If there is anyone with any reason
why the nenory of Fate shoul d not
be joined with the eternal ocean
of life, let her speak now or
forever hold her peace.

BEN

pantom nes a crucifix across his heart.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
This whole thing is kind of spooky.
| get the point.

DESTI NY
Silence, infidel. Thou bl asphenes
the ritual! My | have the

menori es?

Ben gathers pictures, presents, flowers, and other
menorabilia of Fate. He shoves a picture into his pocket.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
You need to burn everything for
the ritual to work.

BEN
Oh this is nothing. It's just a
picture fromny first Jam G rcle.
Fate just happened to be there.

DESTI NY
Wth you. The nenory please.

Ben begrudgi ngly hands Destiny the picture.

DESTI NY

tosses it with all the other nenories into the FIRE
Destiny turns around to pick up the chanpagne bottle.
Ben snatches his picture out of the fire.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
You have to pour a sip for all the
Swi ngers who coul dn't be here.

Ben hesit at es.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Stop wasting tinme. After you
cremate the nmenories you only have
three mnutes to prepare the vessel.

BEN
How many ti nes have you done this?

DESTI NY
That evil wench dunped you, not
me, and left you for vulture bate
rotting in the antagoni zing msery
festering in the annals and dungeons
( MORE)
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DESTI NY ( CONT' D)

of your own pathetic eternal

menories. Do you want your heart

to burn in hell or the retched

menory of Fate?
BEN
pours chanpagne into the FIRE

It burns brighter.

DESTI NY
t osses a BUCKET OF SEA WATER over the FlIRE.

BEN
gathers the ASHES with a STYROFOAM CUP.

DESTI NY

HANDS BEN A LARGE

TUPPERWARE BOWL

He spoons the ashes into the bow and seals it with a
lid.

Destiny stretches her HANDS to the heavens.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
May | have the vessel ?

BEN

drapes a towel over

DESTI NY' S HANDS
Pl aces the bow on the towel.

They proceed into the ocean water up to ankle |evel.

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY LONERS THE

BOAL
to knee | evel .
DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
By the power invested in nme by the

First Church of Swing, | know
pronounce Ben and Fate forgotten.

BEN
punts the bow far out to sea.
BEN
Toni ght | say goodbye to ny Fate
and Hello to ny Destiny.

Ben | eans forward to kiss Destiny, but collapses from
i nt oxi cati on.

FADE QUT:
FADE | N:

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY
The SOUND OF SPLASHI NG WATER precedes the face of a
LI FEGUARD.
LI FEGUARD

It's dangerous and illegal to be

on the beach at night.
Ben and Destiny awaken w apped in each other's arns.
They | ook at their bodies observing that they are half-
naked.

DESTI NY
This is not what it | ooks |ike.

LI FEGUARD
| know.

Ben tries to nove away from Destiny, but cannot because

their hands and feet are bound together by their own
cl ot hes.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI FEGUARD ( CONT' D)
You were robbed.

Ben and Destiny | ook at each other. They | augh.
CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BOULEVARD - DAY

Ben and Fate arrive just intine to see a towtruck carry
away Ben's Cadill ac.

BEN
Hey, wait a mnute. That's ny
Caddy.

A FAT BEACH COP hands Ben a parking ticket.
FAT BEACH COP
There's no parking on Tuesday's
between 8:00 a.m and 10:00 a. m
Ben gl ances at his watch.

BEN
But, it's 8:01 a.m

FAT BEACH COP
That's why | wote you a ticket.

BEN
What did you do, wait?

DESTI NY
Ben.

The Fat Beach Cop smil es.
BEN

How nmuch do | have to pay to get
nmy Caddy back?

BEACH
Towi ng and ticket--$150.
BEN
But, |I'm broke. Were am| going

to get that kind of noney?

The Fat Beach Cop snarls. Destiny places her hand over
Ben' s nout h.

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY
| know where. Thank you officer.
Have a ni ce day.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH BOARDWALK - DAY

Destiny | eads Ben by the hand.

SWNG MJSI C bl ares froma Pl ZZA SHOP stereo system
Destiny snatches a dirty GANGSTER HAT off of a sl eeping

HOVELESS MAN. Destiny turns the hat upside down. She
assunes a Lindyhop stance.

DESTI NY
Dance.
Ben | eads Destiny into a swngout. A TOURI ST pl aces a
dollar bill in the hat. A crowd forns. An OLD LADY sticks
a five dollar bill in the hat.
LATER

The hat overflows with coins and paper noney.
The Fat Beach Cop barges through the crowd.
FAT BEACH COP
(nasty)
Do you two have a permt to perform
in the street?
Destiny grabs the hat.
DESTI NY
(to Ben)
Run!
Destiny sprints down the boardwal k. Ben hurries close

behi nd. The Fat Beach Cop tries to follow. He quickly
runs out of breath. Stops at an

| CE- CREAM STORE W NDOW

The Fat Beach Cop | eans on the counter. The | CE- CREAM
CLERK hands the Fat Beach Cop a stack of PAPER TOWELS.

( CONTI NUED)
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| CE- CREAM CLERK
Chasi ng sonme punks, huh?

FAT BEACH COP
|"mreal thirsty.

| CE- CREAM CLERK
"1l get you sone water.

FAT BEACH COP
No, make it a chocol ate shake.

The Ice-Cream Clerk rolls his eyes.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Destiny and Ben stunble onto the sand. Destiny dunps the
hat full of noney over Ben's head. Destiny and Ben rol
and around in the sand giggling while throw ng noney at
each ot her.

CUT TO

EXT. SWNG SET - N GHT
TWO PATRONS give up on waiting in the long |ine.
CUT TGO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Ben sits at the bar with Destiny. He watches Fate sl ow
dance wi th Snooth Ray.

DESTI NY
Stop wat ching her. She has no
cl ass pronmenadi ng around here with
himlike that.

BARTENDER
What' || you have, Big Town.
BEN
Scotch. Straight up. And nake it

a doubl e.

Ben continues to stare at Fate and Snooth Ray. The
Bartender places a tunbler of scotch in front of Ben.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ben pulls out his wallet.

BARTENDER
This one's on nme, Big Town.
(1 ooks at Destiny)
You're going to be all right.

BEN
Thanks.

DESTI NY
Ben, woul d you- -

Destiny notices that Ben is staring at Fate again.
DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
(to Bartender)
Could | have--

BARTENDER
Yours is right here.

The Bartender places a tunbler of scotch in front of
Dest i ny.
BARTENDER ( CONT' D)
It's on me, too. You're going to
be all right. The both of you.

DESTI NY
Thanks.

Destiny stares at Ben. Ben stares at Fate.

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. SWNG SET - NI GHT - LATER

Ben is alone at the bar. Several enpty glasses |ie before
him The ni ght has considerably slowed down, but there

are still patrons there. Jeanette takes a seat next to
Ben.
JEANETTE
Did you drink all of those, Big
Town?
BEN

VWho nme? | don't drink.

JEANETTE
Br oken heart, huh

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
(slurs)
No, it's not broken. 1It's gone.
She cut it out with my scout knife,
chopped it up in ny snoothie
bl ender, and flushed it down the
toilet.

JEANETTE
Dance with me.

Ben stunbles onto the dance floor wth Jeanette. They
dance to a slow song. Jeanette pulls Ben close to her
body. Ben reciprocates. Jeanette nibbles on his ear.

BEN
Destiny, you' ve never felt so good
bef ore.

JEANETTE

Let's get out of here.

BEN
Yes, let's.

Jeanette hel ps Ben | eave the dance fl oor.

BARTENDER
You'll see that he gets hone all
right. He's had a few
JEANETTE
Yes, but of course. I'Il take

care of him

CUT TO

EXT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Jeanette hel ps Ben into the passenger seat of his Cadillac.
Jeanette gets behind the steering wheel.

BEN
Were are we goi ng?

JEANETTE
' mtaking you hone.

BEN

| think | need another drink. Do
| have al cohol there?

( CONTI NUED)
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JEANETTE
Yes, you do.

The Cadillac drives out into the street.

CUT TGO

EXT. HOTEL - N GHT

Jeanette val et parks the Cadillac. Jeanette hel ps Ben
out of the car. He kisses her neck.

JEANETTE
Wait until we get upstairs.

CUT TGO

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT

Ben and Jeanette enter the room The light in the hallway

fromthe open door lights the room They tear each other's

clothes off. Tunble onto the bed. As the door slowy
cl oses

FADE QUT:

FADE | N:

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY

Ben wakes up naked in bed. The bathroom door is ajar.
Ben can hear the sound of Jeanette SHOAERI NG  Ben grabs
his head. It hurts. He gets out of bed. Searches for
his pants. Slowy puts them on.

Jeanette sticks her head out of the bat hroom

JEANETTE
| woul d have woken you earlier,
but | figured you needed your rest.
You have to hurry. M husband
will be here soon. | already called
the valet. Your car should be
wai ting for you.

Jeanette steps back into the bathroom Ben slowy puts
his shirt on.

( CONTI NUED)
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JEANETTE (O.S.) (CONT' D)
Ch, | alnost forgot. | left you a
little sonething for your trouble
on the dresser.

Ben grabs his head. He drags hinself over to the dresser.
He places his hand on

TWO ONE- HUNDRED DOLLAR BI LLS

Ben clinches his stomach in one hand and covers his nouth
with the other. Gabs a garbage can. Vomits into it.
Leaves the room

CUT TO

EXT. CADI LLAC - DAY

Ben drives his Cadillac through Hollywod. H's stomach
convul ses. Holds one hand to his nouth. Gabs an enpty
cup fromthe back seat. Tries to throw up in cup, but
gets vomt all over hinself and the floor of the car.

CUT TO

| NT. BEN S APARTMENT - DAY

The sound of vomting can be heard in the living room
Ben crawls out of the bathroominto the living room He
lies in the mddle of the floor. H's face and chest is
spattered with vomt.

The PHONE RI NGS. Ben does not answer it. The answering
machi ne pi cks up

DESTINY (O S.)

Ben, |I'mdownstairs. Pick up. |
know you're there. |'ve been paging
you all norning. | want to know

if youre all right. | heard that
you had a lot to drink |ast night
after | left.

Ben knocks the cordl ess phone off of his entertainment
center. He speaks into it while lying on the fl oor.

BEN
' mreal sick.

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTINY (Q S.)
Are you hung over?

BEN
Every five mnutes nmy stomach keeps
convul sing, but there's nothing
left init to throw up.

DESTI NY
It sounds |ike you have al cohol
poi soning. M aunt is a nurse.
Let ne come up

BEN
No, |'mtoo enbarrassed.

DESTI NY
Ben, you can die from al coho
poi soning. Either you let ne in,
or |'m breaking in.

CUT TO

EXT. BEN S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Destiny stands in front of the intercom The door buzzes.
Destiny runs into the building.

CUT TO

| NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - DAY
Destiny opens the door and enters.

DESTI NY
Ch, no. Ben.

Destiny helps Ben into the

BATHROOM
She sits himin the tub. Bat hes him

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Up.

BEN
| can't nove. ' m sick

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY
You need to drink water. You're
dehydr at ed.
BEN

Pl ease, just let ne lay here.

Destiny hel ps Ben out of the bathroom

Kl TCHEN

Destiny pours Ben a glass of spring water. Ben drinks
the water but immediately throws it back up

DESTI NY
It's definitely al cohol poisoning.

BEN
| can't drink this.

DESTI NY
Ei ther you keep trying to drink
that, or | call 911.
Ben takes another sip, but throws it back up.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - DAY - LATER

Ben lies on the futon. Destiny exits the kitchen carrying
atray wwth water, chicken noodl e soup and crackers. She
sits Ben up on the futon.

DESTI NY
You're going to have to eat
sonet hi ng.

BEN
| can't eat.

Destiny tries to spoon some soup into Ben's nouth.

BEN ( CONT' D)
| can't swal |l ow.
DESTI NY
Then just put a little on your

t ongue.

( CONTI NUED)
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We have to do this every 20 mnutes until you can keep
sonet hi ng down.

Ben grabs a trash can next to the futon. He throws up
intoit.

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - DAY - LATER

Ben sits up on the futon. He nibbles on a cracker and
sips on soup. Destiny wipes his forehead with a washcl ot h.

BEN
Thank you. But, why? Wy are you
doing this for nme?

Destiny sticks a penny in Ben's hand. Kisses Ben on the
forehead. A tear rolls down her cheek.

DESTI NY
Lay back down. [I'Il bring you
nore food and water in twenty
m nut es.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Destiny feeds Ben soup on the futon. Ben |lies back down.
Cl oses his eyes.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - DAY

Destiny sleeps on the floor.

Ben awakens on the futon. He gets up. Walks over to his
closet. Pulls out a blanket. Lays the bl anket over
Destiny. Wlks into the bathroom

Destiny opens her eyes. She sees that Ben is m ssing
fromthe futon. Overhears the sound of the SHOAER

Ben steps out of the bathroom

BEN
Let's start Tuesday at 5:00.

( CONTI NUED)



78.
CONTI NUED:

DESTI NY
Start what ?

BEN
Rehearsing to kick Fate's ass in
that Swi ng dance contest. O am|
the only one who wants to be in

SAG

DESTI NY
Under one conditi on.

BEN
VWhat's that?

DESTI NY

You cone with nme to see Pops.

BEN
It's done.

Destiny puts her head back down. C oses her eyes. Ben
steps back into the bathroom

CUT TO

EXT. JAZZ JO NT - BALDWN HI LLS - N GHT
A barrage of |late nodel cars floods the parking |ot.

CUT TO

I NT. JAZZ JO NT - N GHT

Ben and Destiny sit at a rickety pint-sized table am dst
a snoke gl azed hol e-in-the-wall nightspot.

A jazz conbo plays on a nmakeshift stage. The conbo

i ncludes a FEMALE TORCH SI NGER (45), BASSI ST, PI ANI ST
PERCUSSI ONI ST, TROVBONI ST, TRUMPETER, and the graying
bandl eader / saxophoni st POPS (72).

Pops | ooks |ike an underfed poster pin-up for a beggar on
Veni ce Beach

Pops churns out a hot solo and cues the conbo to take a
break. Pops puts away his saxophone. He picks up a
TUVBLER OF SCOTCH. Makes a dash for Ben and Destiny's
table. CD JAZZ MJSIC plays in the background.

( CONTI NUED)
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POPS
How s ny little Angel? G ve Pops
sone sugar.

Pops and Destiny enbrace.

DESTI NY
Ben, ny play dad, Pops. Pops, ny
dance partner, Ben.

POPS
D. tells ne that you two are
entering sone slanmm ng janm ng Big
Wheel . ..

BEN
Bi g Deal - -

POPS
Contest. Let ne see what you got.

Ben | eads Destiny onto the dance floor. He really tries
to show off. Pops is not noved.

POPS ( CONT' D)
Not bad, but all that is
chor eography. You need to feel
the music. You're dancing right
t hrough the breaks. Let the nusic
happen to you and not you to it.

BEN
(1 ndi gnant)

| don't think I follow you. Wy
don't you show ne.

DESTI NY
(chasti ses)
Ben.

Pops smles. He places his SCOTCH on the table. Takes
Destiny's hand. Pops |eads her into a series of not so
conplicated but intricate steps. He catches all of the
breaks in the nusic. A FEW PATRONS appl aud.

BEN
| owe you an apology. | prejudged
you because- -

POPS

| had a drink.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
Ri ght .

DESTI NY
Pops used to dance at the Savoy
Bal | room back in the day.

POPS
Don't get handi capped by
choreography. Let the rhythm and
t he nood of the music speak to
your hearts and souls. Your body
knows what to do. |'ve got to
pl ay another set, now. You know
where to find nme if you think you
could use a little bit of help
from a- -

BEN
Dri nker.

Pops smles and returns to the bandst and.

Ben and Destiny sit back down at their table.

The Torch Singer croons a sultry song. Ben and Destiny
are swept away by the nusic. Ben pulls a FLOAER from a

SMALL VASE on the table. He slides it into Destiny's
hai r.

CUT TO
MONTAGE
| NT. BEN' S LOBBY - DAY
Ben and Destiny dance.

CUT TO

I NT. JAZZ JO NT - NI GHT
Pops denonstrates a freestyle pattern to Ben and Desti ny.

CUT TGO
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| NT. LOBBY - DAY

Ben and Destiny do a unison freestyle routine in front of
the mrror. Destiny gets off beat. Ben walks over to

t he boom box. Stops the nusic.

CUT TO

I NT. JAZZ JO NT - N GHT
Pops and Destiny dance whil e Ben wat ches.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ben teaches Destiny how to do the Candl estick handstand
above his head.

CUT TO

| NT. LOBBY - DAY
Ben and Destiny dance.

CUT TO

I NT. JAZZ JO NT - N GHT

Ben tries to do a free spin away from Destiny. He trips.
Ben laughs it off as Pops and Destiny help himto his
feet.

CUT TO

EXT. VEN CE BEACH - DAY

Ben and Destiny practice lifts in the water. She falls.
Ben | aughs. Destiny splashes water on Ben. Ben chases
her. They westle in the water.

CUT TO

| NT. STI CKER PAL BOOTH - DAY

Ben holds Destiny in a Jackknife dip while the canera

( CONTI NUED)
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FLASHES.
A SHEET OF STI CKER PALS spits out of the machi ne.

END MONTAGE
DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. BEN' S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Ben stares at a STICKER PAL OF BEN AND DESTI NY.

SPLI'T SCREEN TO BEN &

| NT. DESTI NY' S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Destiny stares at a STI CKER PAL OF BEN AND DESTI NY.

SPLI'T SCREEN TO BEN, DESTI NY &

| NT. RED S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Red hol ds his CORDLESS PHONE to his ear.
Ben's PHONE RINGS. Ben picks up the phone.

BEN
Hel | o.

RED
Big Town, it's Red.

BEN
What' s happeni ng?

RED
| heard through the swi ng vine
that you and Destiny are entering
t he contest together.

SPLI'T SCREEN TO BEN, DESTI NY, RED &

I NT. KITTY'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Kitty holds her PHONE to her ear.

( CONTI NUED)
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DESTI NY
(to Kitty)
Yeah, that's true.
KITTY
Are you two dating?
BEN
(to Red)
No, we're just friends.
RED
You two | ook good toget her.
DESTI NY
(to Kitty)
You think so?
KITTY

Definitely cute.
RED
Much potenti al .
END SPLI T SCREEN

CUT TGO

EXT. MELROSE RECORD STORE - SUNSET

Ben rolls up in front of the store with the top down on
his Cadillac. Seated in the front seat is BUTTERFLY (25),
a worman of questionabl e virtue.

Red | eans fromthe back seat to the front seat whispering
in Butterfly's ear.

Ben renmoves his Zoot Suit coat and Tando hat. Gets out
of the Cadill ac.

BEN
"1l be right out.

Ben steps into the record store.

CUT TGO



84.

| NT. MELROSE VI NTAGE CLOTHI NG STORE - SUNSET

Kitty waits at the cash register while a SALES CLERK rings
up a pile of clothes. Destiny stands in the doorway.

DESTI NY
"1l be right back. 1'mgoing to
run to the record store.

CUT TO

EXT. MELROSE RECORD STORE - SUNSET

Red clinbs into the driver's seat. He puts on Ben's coat
and hat.

Destiny sees the Cadillac. She smles.
Butterfly and Red "nmeke out."

She thinks Red is Ben. She runs back into the Vintage
Clothing Store.

CUT TO

| NT. MELROSE VI NTAGE CLOTHI NG STORE - SUNSET

The Sales Clerk bags Kitty's clothes. Destiny runs into
the store in tears.

KITTY

Back so soon? |Is everything OK?
DESTI NY

l"mnot feeling well. Let's just

go hone.

CUT TO

EXT. MELROSE RECORD STORE - SUNSET

Ben wal ks out of the record store. Red and Butterfly are
i p-1ocked. Ben renmpves his hat from Red' s head.

BEN
Get a room

Red and Butterfly clinb into the back seat.
CUT TO
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EXT. SWNG SET - NI GHT - 3 DAYS LATER

An alluring figure in a tranmpy outfit cuts to the front
of the line. Her face cannot be seen. The doorman doesn't
recogni ze her at first, but joyfully allows her to enter.

CUT TGO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Ben stands on the edge of the dance floor watching Snooth
Ray dance with a real hotty.

The tranmpy figure enters. Her face is still not seen.
Several guys flock around her. She takes a seat at the
bar .

LOU (27), a buff jerk, snatches a guy off the barstool
next to tranp. Sits beside tranp hinself. Ofers to buy
her a drink.

Ben notices the commotion. He wal ks over to the bar to
investigate. He slowy eyes the tranpy figure working
his way fromher stiletto heels to her face. Ben is
stinulated. He is shocked to discover that the tranp is
Destiny. He runs over to Destiny.

BEN
Destiny, what are you doi ng?

Ben takes off his coat. He tries to cover Destiny up.

LOU
Hey, what are you doing? You're
spoi ling the show.

BEN
Back off, bub. This isn't a freak
show.

Ben grabs Destiny by the arm
BEN ( CONT' D)
Come on, |I'mtaking you honme to
put on sone cl ot hes.

DESTI NY
Get your hands off of ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
Your dress is much too tight, your
slit is way too high, and your
bl ouse is cut nmuch too low. You
| ook |i ke a whore.

LOU
Watch it, Big Town. That's not
how you talk to a | ady.

DESTI NY
This is what you want isn't it.
This is what everybody wants.

Fate dresses like this all the tinme and nobody calls her
a whore. Destiny is tired of being ignored. This is the
new ne. Take it or leave it.

LU

['I] take it.
BEN

Fine. Then I'll leave it.
LU

Wul d you |ike to dance, baby?

DESTI NY
|'d | ove to.

Lou | eads Destiny onto the dance fl oor.
Fate grabs Snooth Ray as he | eaves the dance fl oor.
FATE
Cone on, let's dance. W haven't
danced together all night.
SMOOTH RAY
Actually | was going to get a drink
of water and | prom sed soneone
el se a dance first. Try ne later
Snooth Ray wal ks away. Fate is taken aback.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. SWNG SET - NI GHT - LATER
The long |ine has dissipated.

DI SSCLVE TO
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I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Ben wat ches Destiny dance with Lou. [It's becom ng very
sexual. Lou takes Destiny to a booth. He tries to kiss
her.
DESTI NY
Stop. That's enough.
LOU
Cone on, one little Kkiss.
DESTI NY
| said no.
LOU

What's with you? One Kkiss.

Lou continues to grope Destiny. She dunps a glass of ice
water in his |ap.

LOU ( CONT' D)
You whore. 1've been buying you
stuff all night. You owe nme. |I'm

going to kiss you, whether you
like it or not.

Ben runs over to the booth. He snatches Lou fromthe
booth. Belts hima good one on the jaw, knocking him
down onto a table.

GOON
Hey, that's ny frat brother!

Two Goons grab Ben from behind. They hold his arns.

Anot her Goon punches Ben in the gut. The band pl ays UP-
TEMPO MUSI C

BEN
That's ny song.

Ben kicks the Goon pounding himin the gut. Flips both
of the Goons holding his arns onto their backs. Three
nore Goons attack Ben.

Destiny runs to an exit. She alerts the Security Staff.

Ben runs fromthe Goons. They chase himto a wall. Ben
runs up the wall and flips over their heads behind them

Throws a table at the Goons. Knocks themall down I|ike
bow i ng pins. The Bouncers arrive.

( CONTI NUED)



88.
CONTI NUED:
They grab all of the Goons.

BOUNCER
You all right, Big Town?

BEN
11 1live.

Ben wal ks over to Destiny. She holds her head down.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Let's go hone.

Ben puts his armaround Destiny. As they |eave the club
Destiny sees Red nmaking out with Butterfly.

She pauses and realizes that it was Red kissing Butterfly
on Melrose and not Ben.

Destiny holds her head down | ower.

CUT TO

EXT. DESTI NY' S APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - DAY

Ben and Destiny pull in front of the building in his
Cadillac. Destiny is asleep in the front seat. Her head
is on Ben's shoulder. Ben kisses her on the forehead.

BEN
W' re hone.
Destiny wakes up
DESTI NY
My head is killing ne.
BEN
That' s what happens when you dri nk
t oo nuch.
DESTI NY

| shoul d know better
Destiny gives Ben a peck on the |ips.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Thanks for everything.

Destiny gets out of the Cadillac. Digs in her purse for
her keys.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
See you tonorrow at the Swing Set?
DESTI NY
| ' mso enmbarrassed, | don't know

if | could ever show ny face in
t here agai n.

BEN
You' ve got Swing fever. |If you
don't cone out dancing, you may go
into withdrawal .

DESTI NY
Only if you'll be there to get
high with me.

BEN
Take care.

DESTI NY
Good- Ni ght .

Destiny opens the front door of the building. Wves good-
bye. Enters the building.

Ben drives away.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. SWNG SET - NEXT NI GHT
Peopl e give up on waiting in the eternal I|ine.

CUT TO

| NT. SWNG SET - N GHT
Smoot h Ray and Josh sit at the bar sipping drinks.

SMOOTH RAY
My friend canme through on the cabin
at Big Bear for the Laker girls
and us.

JOSH
VWhen?

SMOOTH RAY
Thi s weekend.

( CONTI NUED)



90.
CONTI NUED:

JCOSH
But, the contest is next week.
VWat will we tell the girls?

SMOOTH RAY

The truth. W' re going skiing.
JOSH

| guess that's why they call you

Snoot h.
Josh and Snpoth Ray sl ap each other five.

Ben and Destiny enter the club. Ben stops to greet Snooth
Ray and Josh.

BEN
Gent | enen, where are your | adies?
You shoul d be practicing for the
Swi ng Fever contest.

SMOOTH RAY
Practice, schmactice.

Fate and Leah appear behi nd Ben.

FATE
Why, did you cone to |earn
sonet hi ng?

DESTI NY
Ben and | are entering the contest
as a couple, and we have a | ot of
great noves.

FATE
Good | uck, Ben.
(1 ooks at Destiny)
You'll need it.

SMOOTH RAY
W're not worried at all. As a
matter of fact, Josh and | are
goi ng skiing this weekend.

FATE
Skiing. Before the conpetition?
| mnot going skiing.

SMOOTH RAY
| know. Just Josh and I. W're
going to have a weekend of nale

bondi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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Josh puts his arm around Snooth Ray.

FATE
No, you're not. You'll break your
| eq.

SMOOTH RAY

|"'m Snooth Ray. Do really think
|'"d break nmy | eg skiing?

CUT TO

| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY

Snooth Ray's leg is conpletely covered wwth a CAST. He
Sits opposite Fate amdst a pile of dirty dishes.

FATE
You idiot. How could you? The
contest is in tw days. | told

you not to go skiing.

SMOOTH RAY
You don't tell ne what | can do.

FATE
You're absolutely right. And you
don't tell me what | can do either.

Fate stands up. Snatches her purse.
FATE ( CONT' D)
That's why |I'mgoing to find
sonebody el se to dance with
Sonmebody with a | eg that works.

Fate storns out of the restaurant.

SMOOTH RAY
That's right. You better get out
of ny face. |'m Snooth Ray and |
can do for nyself. You' re nothing
wi thout nme. | don't need you. |

don't need anybody.
Snooth Ray's cell phone rings. He drops it into the aisle.

He tries to grab it, but his broken leg prevents himfrom
reaching it. A WAI TRESS passes by his booth.

( CONTI NUED)
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SMOOTH RAY ( CONT' D)
(to Waitress)
Excuse ne. | need your help.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. LOS ANGELES CONVENTI ON CENTER - TWO DAYS LATER

Several sw ngers enter the Convention Center.

MARQUEE

"Bl G DEAL STUDI OS SW NG FEVER THE MOVI E SW NG DANCE
CONTEST. "

CUT TO

I NT. LOS ANGELES CONVENTI ON CENTER - DAY

Ben and Destiny practice their routine on the auditorium
floor. They each have NUMBER 23 pinned to their clothes.

Pops and Kitty are seated in the bleachers am dst a huge
crowd.

BEN
No, no. The Candlestick is after
t he Back Charl estons.

DESTI NY
W're trying to do too nmuch. |'m
going to nmess up, | knowit.
BEN
As long as you follow ny |ead,
we'll be fine.
Fat e approaches Ben.
FATE
Ben, | need to speak to you for a
nonment in private.
DESTI NY
W' re busy.
FATE

It's inportant.

( CONTI NUED)
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BEN
"1l be right back
DESTI NY
(playful)
Still running after that girl.

You better hurry, because | m ght
not be here when you get back.

Fate and Ben stroll to the other side of the room

BEN
What's up?

FATE
Ray broke his leg skiing. | don't
have anybody to dance with in the
cont est .

BEN

That must suck, because everybody
is already partnered up. Even if

you did find sonebody you woul dn't
have anyt hi ng worked out.

FATE
Unl ess | danced with you. W
al ready have polished conbi nations
and we freestyle great together.

BEN
' m dancing with Destiny.

FATE
Both you and | know that Destiny
is a real trooper, but she's no
performer. You may not enbarrass
yoursel f, but you certainly won't
Wi n.

BEN
It wouldn't be right.

FATE
You want to win as nuch as | do.
' mgoing to dance in this contest
with or without you. You nay not
| eave your partner for ne, but
there are a | ot of other guys who

will.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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FATE ( CONT' D)

If you really want to win this
t hing, your best shot is conpeting

with me and not against ne. |'m
giving you two mnutes to nmake up
your m nd.

Fate wal ks away. Ben wal ks back over to Destiny.

DESTI NY
| was just about to | eave you. W
need to run through this stupid

routine of yours again. |It's too
involved. | know I'mgoing to
screw up. | know it.

Ben stares at Destiny.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
What's wong? It was sonething
that nonster said, isn't it. You're
acting like she split up with Ray
and wants to dance with you in the
cont est .

Ben stares at Destiny.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
You can't be serious. You are

serious. | didn't really want to
be in the contest anyway. | was
just doing it because you wanted
to.

BEN
It's not like that at all. | told
her - -

DESTI NY

| want you to dance with her. |
can't even renenber the routine.

To be honest I"'mglad. | was about
to make a fool of you and nme out

t here today, and now Fate has saved
us. Good | uck.

Fat e approaches Ben.
DESTI NY ( CONT' D)

He's a good dancer, take care of
hi m

( CONTI NUED)
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Destiny unpins her nunber fromher dress. Hands it to
Fat e.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
| guess you two are finally getting
what you deserve

Destiny runs away.

BEN
Destiny, wait.

Fate grabs Ben's arm
FATE
Forget her. W need to run through
sonme lifts real quick. W haven't
wor ked together in awhile.

BLEACHERS

Pops and Kitty fidget in their seats.

POPS
What's goi ng on?
KITTY
| don't know, but I'mgoing to

find out.

CUT TGO

| NT. LADI ES ROOM - DAY
Kitty wal ks into the | adies room She hears crying.

KITTY
Hello. Are you all right?

Kitty kneels and | ooks at the stall doors. She can see
Destiny's feet in one of the stalls. The door is ajar.
Kitty pushes the door open.

KI TTY ( CONT' D)
Destiny, what happened?

CUT TO
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| NT. AUDI TORI UM - DAY

Ben and Fate practice |ifts, dips, and tricks. They start
to draw a crowd.

VWH SPERS | N CROAD
Big Towmn and Fate are back together

agai n.

JCOSH
That sucks. W don't stand a
chance.

LEAH

Don't worry. They do what they do
and we do what we do.

ANNOUNCER
Wul d all of the contestants pl ease
[ine up?

Kitty |l eads Destiny into the auditoriumand into the
bl eachers.

ANNOUNCER ( CONT' D)
Up to 25 couples will dance in
round one, 5 couples at a tine.
W wiill then cut it down to 5
finalist couples in round two who
wi |l each solo. Wuld couples 1-5
pl ease take the floor?

Ben and Fate are not anong the first group to dance.
FATE

They suck. This is going to be
even easier than | thought.

BEN
Let's not get too cocky. W could
still make a m stake or sonet hing.
The dancers finish.
ANNOUNCER

The second group of dancers may
take the floor.

Ben and Fate are anong this group. They are incredible.
They dance as if they are nmaking | ove on the dance fl oor.

The judges are captivated by their performance for the
maj ority of the song.

( CONTI NUED)



97.
CONTI NUED:

Several people pat themon their backs after they finish.

BEN
You were wonderful. | forgot how
much | | oved dancing with you.
FATE

Coul d you get us sone water?

Ben wal ks over to the other side of the auditoriumwhere
wat er has been set up for all of the contestants. He
grabs two bottl es.

As Ben returns to Fate, he sees her armin armw th anot her
guy. Fate kisses yet another guy. She |eaves that guy
and sits on another guy's |ap.

BEN
Here's your water. Excuse us guys,
Fate and | need to go over our
gane plan for round two.

FATE
In a mnute. I'mtalking to ny
new friends.

BEN
W need to go over what we want to
do. I'mnot perfect. 1 could
drop you.

FATE

(sarcastic)
Ben, you're starting to whine |ike
you used to. You're bringing back
bad nenori es.

BEN
You asked ne to conpete with you
Fate. If I'mgoing to do this,
|'"mgoing to do this right, or not
at all.

FATE
(j okes)
If you're having that nmuch of a
problemw th it, maybe you shoul dn't
do it at all.

BEN
You' re absolutely right.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ben stornms over to the judge's table.

nunber.

Fate runs

Josh tears off his old nunber

FATE
What is this fool doing?

BEN
W withdraw fromthe contest.

over to the judge's table with Josh
FATE
No we don't. He withdraws. [|'m
danci ng wi th Josh.
JUDGE
You'll have to dance again in round
one.
FATE
Fi ne.
JOSH

We're going to wn.

LEAH
| thought we were partners?

JOSH
Not anynor e.

Leah kicks Josh in the shin. Stornms away.

Ben t akes

Kitty and

Kitty and

a seat in the bleachers.
Destiny enter the auditorium

KITTY
Ben just sat down. Cone with ne.

Destiny sit down next to Ben.

KI TTY ( CONT' D)
What happened between you and Fate?

BEN
Destiny, you tried to tell ne, but
| could never see it until now.
Sure it's great dancing with her,
but not if it means selling ny
soul when I'm not on the dance

( MORE)

98.

He tears off his

He pins on Ben's nunber.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

BEN ( CONT' D)
floor. 1'd rather be a better
person than a great dancer if it
means subj ecting nyself to Fate.

DESTI NY
Sonetimes you're the sweetest guy
| know, but whenever you're around
Fate you becone a nonster. She
doesn't deserve a nice guy like
you.

KITTY
She doesn't deserve to win that
contest either. There's still one
heat left in round one. You two
can do all the apol ogi zing you
want |ater. Get down there and
W n that contest.

Ben and Fate race out of the bleachers down to the judges
tabl e.

ANNOUNCER
And woul d our |ast group of dancers
for round one pl ease take the floor?

BEN
' mback with ny real partner.
Can we have anot her nunber?

JUDGE
Here. Hurry.

Ben and Destiny quickly pin the NUMBER 25 on each ot her.

JCOSH
Look who i s back.

FATE
They don't stand a chance.

Al'l of the dancers take the floor. Fate and Josh are
flashy, but a little sloppy. Ben and Destiny are clean,
but not as flashy. The music stops. The dancers |eave
t he dance fl oor.

ANNOUNCER
G ve the judges a few nonents before
t hey announce which couples wll
advance to our final round.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

BEN
If we make it to the finals,

cut the Floor Sweep from our
routine. It's too dangerous.

Better to play it safe.

DESTI NY
No, | want to do it.

BEN

100.

let's

| only want to do it if you want

to.

DESTI NY
| want to do it.

Josh practices Lindy wth Fate.

JCOSH
What do you want to do in the
final s?

FATE
Just lead it. | doubt there's

anything you could | ead that
couldn't follow

JCOSH
That's what | like to hear.

The Announcer grabs a m crophone.
ANNOUNCER

We have our five finalists.
are couples 4, 23..

JCOSH
That's us!

FATE
O course.

ANNOUNCER
16, 7, and 25.

Destiny screans.

DESTI NY
W made it to the finals.
believe it.

BEN

We're going all the way.

They

can't

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

ANNOUNCER
Wuld all of our finalist |adies
pl ease draw a nunber from the hat
to choose the order in which you
dance?

Destiny grabs a nunber fromthe hat.

DESTI NY
Fourt h.

BEN
That's a real good spot. One of
the | ast couples to dance usually
Wi ns.

Fat e chooses a nunber.

FATE
Fifth.

JOSH
Yes, we're going to w n!

The ot her three | adi es choose nunbers.
ANNOUNCER
Coupl e nunber 16, pl ease take the
floor.
Coupl e 16 solos. They are good.

ANNOUNCER ( CONT' D)
Coupl e 4.

Coupl e 4 perfornmns.

DESTI NY
Ww, they're even better than the
| ast coupl e.

BEN
We can beat them

ANNOUNCER
Coupl e nunber 7.

FATE

How di d these people even nake it
to the finals?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

JOSH
What happens to us after the
contest?

FATE
We can keep working together if
you want. It makes no difference
to me.

Couple 7 | eaves the floor.

ANNOUNCER
Coupl e nunber 25.

DESTI NY
| ' m nervous. | can't do this.

Ben hands Destiny a PENNY.

BEN
Trust ne.

Destiny grabs Ben and plants a |long kiss on his |ips.

BLEACHERS
Pops hol ds TWO THUMBS UP

DANCE FLOOR

Ben and Destiny take the floor. They perform better than
t hey have ever danced toget her.

The crowd is extrenely receptive.

ANNOUNCER
Coupl e nunber 23.

Fate and Josh take the floor. Their routine is not as
organi zed, but it's full of death defying tricks. As
their nusic comes to a clinmax, Josh drops Fate.

The judges shake their heads. Ben runs onto the dance
floor, but Fate gets back up and keeps danci ng.

The crowd CHEERS
ANNOUNCER ( CONT' D)

It will be a few nonents while the
j udges tabul ate their scores.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ben steps

BLEACHERS

103.

FATE
You idiot. | can't believe you
dropped ne. No one ever wins if
they fall.

JOSH

| can't believe you wouldn't take
five mnutes to rehearse.

FATE
If I don't even place goi ng agai nst
(points to Destiny)
a M ckey Mouse dancer like that, |
prom se you no one will ever partner
w th you again.

right in front of Fate's face.

BEN
There's nore to partner dancing
than tricks Fate. You have to be
abl e be a partner, which is
sonmet hing you clearly can't do.
Destiny is nore of a dancer than
you'l |l ever be.

FATE
Vell, it's a small world after
all .

ANNOUNCER
The judges have made their deci sion.

FATE
If we're lucky, maybe we'll place.

BEN
Keep your fingers crossed.

Pops and Kitty hold up both their hands wi th FI NGERS

CROSSED

DANCE FLOOR

Fate paces |i ke a caged tiger.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNOUNCER
Qut of our five remaining couples,
in third place, winning two Sw ng
Fever Crew Jackets is couple nunber
4.

Coupl e nunber four clains their prize.

ANNOUNCER
I n second place, w nning $1000
cash and a private screening of
Swi ng Fever when the novie is
conpl eted i s couple nunber

Ben screans.

BEN
We got second. We did it.

FATE
(to Destiny)
Yes, in your face.

BLEACHERS

Kitty screans. She ki sses Pops.

DANCE FLOOR

Destiny kisses Ben. Ben picks her up in his arnms while
still kissing and carries her out to the mddle of the
floor to claimtheir check.

FATE ( CONT' D)
You bastard, you nade us | ose.

Fate storns for the exit.

JOSH
Go on. Who needs you?

ANNOUNCER
And our grand prize w nner and
receiving a part Swi ng dancing in
Swi ng Fever the novie is...couple
nunber. .. 23!

JOSH
W won!

( CONTI NUED)
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Fate runs towards Josh and | eaps into an Angel over his
head. He gracefully carries her into the center of the
dance fl oor to pose for victory photos.

CUT TO

I NT. SWNG SET - N GHT

Ben dances with Destiny in SLOW MOTI ON doi ng basic Lindy
conbi nati ons.

PULL BACK TO REVEAL

Ben and Destiny dance behind Fate and Josh.

PULL BACK TO REVEAL

| NT. BEN S APARTMENT - DAY

Ben sits on his futon couch watching the dancing on a
television set. Destiny enters. Sits on the couch next
to Ben. Puts her arns around Ben.

DESTI NY
You' re watching that again. You
can't even see us. They only show
us for two seconds.

BEN
That's why I'mwatching it in slow
not i on.
Ben rewi nds the scene. Watches it again.

DESTI NY
Stop the tape. | have a surprise.

Ben stops the tape.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Cl ose your eyes.

Ben closes his eyes. Destiny holds two green cards in
front of Ben's face.

DESTI NY ( CONT' D)
Now open them

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

BEN

Qur SAG cards. Wen did you get

t hent?
DESTI NY

They canme in the mail just now
BEN

That's what three days union extra

work will get you -- in the guild
DESTI NY

And what will a three-day weekend
with Big Ben get you.

BEN
I f you have to ask?

Ben bangs the back of the futon causing it to unfold.
Destiny and Ben fall out of the MOVI E FRAME

BEN (O.S.) (CONT' D)
My Destiny.

DESTINY (O.S.)
Big Ben, | think your clock is
chi m ng.
FADE COUT.

THE END



	1	EXT. GREYHOUND STATION - SUNRISE - PRESENT
	2	INT. GREYHOUND BUS - SUNRISE
	3	EXT. GREYHOUND STATION - SUNRISE
	4	EXT. DOWNTOWN CHICAGO - SUNRISE
	5	EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY
	6	EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY
	7	EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY
	8	EXT. DOWNTOWN OKLAHOMA CITY - DAY
	9	EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY
	10	INT. GREYHOUND - SUNSET
	11	EXT. HIGHWAY - SUNSET
	12	INT. GREYHOUND - NIGHT
	13	EXT. HIGHWAY - SUNRISE
	14	EXT. HIGHWAY - SUNRISE
	15	EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY
	16	EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY
	17	EXT. HIGHWAY - DAY
	18	EXT. CITY STREETS - LOS ANGELES - DAY
	19	EXT. GREYHOUND STATION - DAY
	20	INT. GREYHOUND BUS - DAY
	21	EXT. GREYHOUND STATION - DAY
	22	EXT. MCDONALD'S - DAY
	23	INT. MCDONALD'S - DAY
	24	EXT. LIQUOR STORE - DAY
	25	EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - KOREA TOWN - DAY
	26	INT. APARTMENT - DAY
	27	EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY
	28	EXT. RESTAURANT - SUNSET DRIVE - DAY
	29	INT. RESTAURANT - DAY
	30	EXT. RESTAURANT - SUNSET - NIGHT
	31	INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT
	32	EXT. BEN'S APARTMENT BUILDING - NIGHT
	33	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	34	POLICE PRECINCT.  THE NUMBER IS 666-
	35	WALL CLOCK - LATER
	36	EXT. BEN'S APARTMENT BUILDING - NIGHT
	37	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	38	EXT. OFFICE BUILDING - HOLLYWOOD - NEXT NIGHT
	39	INT. OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM - NIGHT
	40	EXT. OFFICE BUILDING - HOLLYWOOD - NIGHT - LATER
	41	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	42	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	43	EXT. AMY'S DANCE STUDIO - DAY - ONE WEEK LATER
	44	INT. DANCE STUDIO - DAY
	45	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT - SIX MONTHS LATER
	46	INT. LOBBY - NIGHT
	47	EXT. BEN'S APARTMENT BUILDING - NIGHT
	48	EXT. SWING SET - STREET - NIGHT
	49	EXT. SWING SET - FRONT DOOR
	50	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	51	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	52	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	53	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	54	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	55	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	56	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	57	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	58	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	59	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	60	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	61	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	62	EXT. BEN'S APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY
	63	INT. LOBBY - DAY
	64	INT. SWING SET - BAR - NIGHT
	65	INT. SWING SET - DANCE FLOOR - NIGHT
	66	INT. SWING SET - DANCE FLOOR - NIGHT
	67	INT. SWING SET - LADIES ROOM - NIGHT
	68	INT. SWING SET - DANCE FLOOR - NIGHT
	69	INT. SWING SET - BAR - NIGHT
	70	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	71	INT. SWING SET - BAR - NIGHT
	72	INT. SWING SET - DANCE FLOOR - NIGHT
	73	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	74	INT. SWING SET - DANCE FLOOR - NIGHT
	75	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	76	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT - NEXT WEEK
	77	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	78	EXT. SWING SET - PARKING LOT - NIGHT
	79	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - DAY
	80	EXT. CONVERTIBLE - DAY
	81	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	82	EXT. CONVERTIBLE - DAY
	83	EXT. BEN'S APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY
	84	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	85	EXT. BEN'S APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY
	86	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	87	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	88	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	89	INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
	90	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	91	INT. KITCHEN - DAY
	92	EXT. ROOFTOP - GAZEBO - NIGHT - LATER
	93	INT. ROOFTOP - GAZEBO - NIGHT - LATER
	94	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	95	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	96	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	97	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	98	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	99	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	100	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	101	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	102	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	103	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	104	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	105	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	106	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	107	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	108	EXT. ROOFTOP - NIGHT
	109	EXT. VENICE BEACH - NIGHT
	110	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	111	EXT. VENICE BOULEVARD - DAY
	112	EXT. VENICE BEACH BOARDWALK - DAY
	113	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	114	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	115	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	116	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT - LATER
	117	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	118	EXT. HOTEL - NIGHT
	119	INT. HOTEL ROOM - NIGHT
	120	INT. HOTEL ROOM - DAY
	121	EXT. CADILLAC - DAY
	122	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - DAY
	123	EXT. BEN'S APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY
	124	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - DAY
	125	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - DAY - LATER
	126	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - DAY - LATER
	127	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	128	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - DAY
	129	EXT. JAZZ JOINT - BALDWIN HILLS - NIGHT
	130	INT. JAZZ JOINT - NIGHT
	131	INT. BEN'S LOBBY - DAY
	132	INT. JAZZ JOINT - NIGHT
	133	INT. LOBBY - DAY
	134	INT. JAZZ JOINT - NIGHT
	135	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	136	INT. LOBBY - DAY
	137	INT. JAZZ JOINT - NIGHT
	138	EXT. VENICE BEACH - DAY
	139	INT. STICKER PAL BOOTH - DAY
	140	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	141	INT. DESTINY'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	142	INT. RED'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	143	INT. KITTY'S APARTMENT - NIGHT
	144	EXT. MELROSE RECORD STORE - SUNSET
	145	INT. MELROSE VINTAGE CLOTHING STORE - SUNSET
	146	EXT. MELROSE RECORD STORE - SUNSET
	147	INT. MELROSE VINTAGE CLOTHING STORE - SUNSET
	148	EXT. MELROSE RECORD STORE - SUNSET
	149	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT - 3 DAYS LATER
	150	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	151	EXT. SWING SET - NIGHT - LATER
	152	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	153	EXT. DESTINY'S APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY
	154	EXT. SWING SET - NEXT NIGHT
	155	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	156	INT. RESTAURANT - DAY
	157	EXT. LOS ANGELES CONVENTION CENTER - TWO DAYS LATER
	158	INT. LOS ANGELES CONVENTION CENTER - DAY
	159	INT. LADIES ROOM - DAY
	160	INT. AUDITORIUM - DAY
	161	INT. SWING SET - NIGHT
	162	INT. BEN'S APARTMENT - DAY

